
June 2, 2017

Looking Around:
Summer Worship at Central

"You can see a lot by looking around."

It’s summer!  And that means it’s time for summer worship.  There are a few
changes to our worship service, hoping it will be a bit more engaging for our
younger (and older!) members (and perhaps even a bit shorter!). This Sunday we
begin a series on creation, in which we’ll look around at what God has given to us
and think about how we care for creation. 

This Sunday, June 4, will be extra special as we host a service to celebrate
Pride month, with multifaith participation. We look forward to welcoming several
faith leaders including U.S. Representative André Carson.  He and Linda will
speak about the Spirit and creation from their respective faith traditions (Muslim
and Christian). In addition, Il Troubadore, Indianapolis' premiere world music
ensemble, will play.  Plus it’s Pentecost, also known as the birthday of the
Christian Church.

On June 11, we celebrate Central’s 184th anniversary as we look around and see
Light, the first creation of God in Genesis 1.

Here’s a preview of the themes for the rest of our summer worship:
   June 18: Sky/Air
   June 25: Land/Earth
   July 2: Water
   July 9: General Assembly Sunday with the Rev. Dr. William Barber preaching
   July 16: Plants
   July 23: Animals
   July 30: Human
   August 6: Rest/Sabbath
   August 13: Cosmos

You won’t want to miss summer worship at Central!

A Note from Linda

Dear Friends,

It’s summer!  And as you know, it’s a summer of staff transitions at Central.  I
want to share a bit about the plans that the Personnel Committee is making as
we look ahead at staffing. With vacancies in two positions, it is a good time to
evaluate how those positions should be configured. We are also awaiting the final
results of the stewardship emphasis to determine at what level our associate
clergy is funded (half-time or full-time).

Sandy Heidenreich’s last day as Office Administrator will be June 30. In the short
term, we will have a temporary employee in the office. We plan for that person to
begin work on June 19 in order to have some overlap with Sandy.

We will be celebrating Sandy’s ministry with us at a reception following worship
on June 25. The good news about her retirement is that she will continue to be
an active member of the congregation.

By next week we should have some clarity about our next steps with the
associate pastor position, so I will share more at that point.

If you’re not already doing so, I invite you to pray for Central in this time of
transition. May we be open to God’s Spirit and leading in this time.

Blessings,
Linda

 * Reminders About Important Stuff *

On June 11 the Annual Congregational Meeting will follow worship in the
Sanctuary. Business coming before the congregation includes the 2017-2018
leadership and budget.

As an act of hospitality, remember to wear your name tag so people can know
who you are. Our visitors will appreciate it--and so will some who have been
wanting to get acquainted with you!

Remember, you can HEAR Central's sermons online!
Go to http://www.indyccc.org/sermons-at-central/

Light and Darkness are part of life--and powerful images in Genesis and
John. Three Central members offer reflections that draw us into the texts
and prepare us to hear the sermon Pastor Linda will preach on June 11.
Don't miss the stories by Kimberly, Roger, and Darrel on Central's website.
Check them out and add your own creative comments at
http://www.indyccc.org/sermontextconversation/.

Events This Weekend

Saturday, June 3

Building Closed

Sunday, June 4

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am. Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am.

Spiritual Gifts Seminar

takes place at noon in the

Community Room.

Pizza with the Pastors takes

place at noon in the

Conference Room.

Pool Party for families with

children takes place following

worship.

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

“Myths, Alterna�ve Facts,

and the Truth About Islam”

June 7, Wednesday, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
at Central Chris�an

The Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm, leading

Dick Hamm, has visited Pakistan
several �mes in recent years to
engage in interfaith dialogue with
Muslims. On June 7 he will share
from his experience and help us sort
out fact from fears and fic�ons. A
former General Minister and
President of the Chris�an Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the US and
Canada, Dick served as a member of
the Central Commi�ee of the World
Council of Churches and as a Vice
President of the Na�onal Council of
Churches.

Come and join in the discussion.

And read more of Dick's reflec�ons

on Pakistan at the bo�om of this

newsle�er.

We thank those who enriched
our worship service on

Sunday, 5/28/17:

Greeters: Kathy Reister, Bev Knight

Worship Leader: Tom Moit

Acolytes: Jamie and Kaleigh

Washburn

Nursery Helper: Sarah Murphy

Children's Moment: Bonnie Boner

Offering Counters: Chuck

Brandenburg and Pat Carrithers

Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Guest Preacher: Dan Mosley

Stories from the
Neighbors

Central Christian Church is
organizing three storytelling
events where neighbors will
share their stories of the
neighborhood. The storytellers
will be a diverse group of people
who live, work and play in the
neighborhoods close to Central
Christian Church. Storytellers will
include artists, business owners,
fitness buffs, food pantry clients
and more.

The first one is tonight. Two more
are happening this summer. Mark
your calendars and join the fun!

Dates and Venues:

July 7 at Central Library from

7:00PM – 8:30PM

August 4 at WFYI from

7:00PM – 8:30PM

Thrift Store needs
Kitchen size trash bags
Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs
Men's jeans
Men's shoes
Belts
Sweatshirts
Sweatpants
T-shirts - size L and XL
Razors
Hotel size soap and shampoo

Food Pantry needs 
Canned fruit
Canned greens
Canned soups
Boxed dinners
Kidney/chili beans
Diced tomatoes/tomato sauce
Beef stew
Condiments
Bars of soap
Grocery bags with handles

Elder and Deacon
June Schedule

Deacons:
Pivots: Kim and Morgan

Watkins
2nd: Dave and Robin Miner
3rd: Erin and Molly Leraris

Elders:
Sue Allgood
Dick Hamm

The Michel's New Home
Address

1450 Doe Run Drive, North
Liberty, Iowa 52317

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

6/2 Garrett Nickel

6/2 Jennifer Smith

6/3 Caroline Fisher

6/3 Brian & Claudia Grant*

6/3 Jim Lopez-Shue

6/5 Erin Leraris

6/6 Linda Bush

6/7 Reuben & Rick

Sancken-Marx*

6/8 Amy Gastelum & Chris

James*

TONIGHT!

Come connect with neighbors and
hear Stories from Neighbors,
Central's first storytelling event
which will be held at Roberts
Camera from 7pm until 8:30pm.
There will be four storytellers from
the neighborhood:
Garry Chilluffo, one of the
founders of the St Joseph
Neighborhood Association,
Emily Longnecker, a reporter
with WTHR,
Marion Dinkins, one of our pantry
clients, and
Bruce Buchanan, the owner of
the Flanner and Buchanan
mortuaries. 

They have very interesting stories
about living and working in the
neighborhoods around Central.

• Discovering Your
Gifts •

Join us for a Spiritual Gifts
Seminar this Sunday, June 4
from 12noon - 2pm. Enjoy food
and conversation as we learn
more about what spiritual gifts are
and how we can use them. 
A nursery will be provided. 
Have questions? Contact Don
McCord at
dmccord759@aol.com.

Pizza with the Pastors

If you are new at Central, please join

Linda McCrae and Linda Bush for "Pizza

with the Pastors" following worship on

Sunday, June 4. 

This new event will be held approximately

monthly and will be an opportunity for

informal conversation with the pastors and

with others who are new to the

congregation.

Meet in the conference room about 15

minutes after the end of worship!

• Pool Party •

All families with children are
invited to a Pool Party at the
Leraris' home on Sunday, June 4
following worship. Hamburgers
will be provided. You are invited
to bring a side dish to share (and
vegetarian grilling option if
preferred).
Please RSVP to Erin at
eleraris@yahoo.com by May 31.

Indy PRIDE

The Indy Pride Parade steps off
this year from our church’s corner! 

If you are interested in
participating with Central and
several other Disciples
congregations, we will be
meeting at the church on
Saturday, June 10, at 9:00
am and stepping off in the parade
when it starts at 10:00. 

We will have our big red pickup
truck for those who would like to
ride rather than walk the one-mile
route. 

This year, we are asking clergy
(and that’s a lot of you) to wear
stoles. All are invited to wear
red shirts, as well, to provide
visual unity to our group.

Then, Central and some other
Disciples churches will join
together at a booth in the Indy
Pride Festival. 

This year, the festival will move to
a new location that provides space
for the growing festival. It will be at
Military Park which is at the
corner of New York and West
Streets. 
The festival will also start at the
new time of 12:00 noon.

We especially need volunteers at
the festival booth later in the
afternoon. There are sign-up
sheets for participating at the
festival booth and/or in the parade
located in Fellowship Hall.

If you are interested in
participating at the festival table,
contact Steve Martz at
sdmartz318@aol.com.

Contact Roger Roe at
rogerroe@aol.com if you are
interested in participating in the
parade.

For more information, check out
the website for the Indy Pride
Festival and Parade: 
http://www.circlecityinpride.org/

Thank you!

Picnic Time -
Let's Eat and Enjoy!

It's time to celebrate our church
anniversary so let's have a
picnic!! Come rain or come shine
we will gather with food, fun and
fellowship on Sunday, June 11
for a church picnic right after the
congregational meeting. Bring
your favorite summer side to
share and we'll have chicken,
rolls and drinks provided. Look
for places to sign up to help out
too - we'll need some help setting
up beforehand and cleaning up
afterwards.

Any questions or want to assist?
Contact Dawn or Jon Barnes
(wienny1@aol.com).

Hospitality
Each and Every Sunday

Hospitality is important to all who
come to worship! The welcome we
extend to others begins as
persons enter our building. A
smile, a handshake, and a word of
greeting are essential keys to
hospitality.  

Greeters are needed for June
and July for door 1 (near the
parking lot) and door 5 (in the
vestibule beside the sanctuary). 
Kathy Riester is currently
coordinating greeters for these two
doors. 

You may sign up online at
http://signup.com/go/43aGA4  or
by emailing Kathy
kmriester@gmail.com. 

Kathy is available in the fellowship
hall after worship the next two
Sundays to assist with signups.
Please see her if you have any
questions. Note: our deacons are
the greeters for the other three
doors.

Please consider helping
with this ministry!

May Attendance

May 7 - 212

May 14 - 241

May 21 - 206

May 28 - 138

Average: 199

UPCOMING PREACHING TEXTS

June 4:
Genesis 1:1-13; Acts 2:1-4

June 11:
Genesis 1:3-5; John 1:1-5

Reflections on Pakistan

Dick Hamm took a trip to Pakistan earlier this spring and we wanted to share
some of the blogs he wrote as he returned from his trip.  Read here over the
next several weeks to hear more.

Rhetoric Matters

Pakistan was an important ally of the United States during the Cold War. The
Soviet Union was just to the north, the Chinese boarder is east, and Indian
border is south, so Pakistan sits in a very strategic location. My brother served
in Pakistan in 1963-64 as a communications operator during his time in the US
Air Force. Partly because of the closeness of the US relationship with the
country, there is a diaspora of more than a half million people of Pakistani origin
living in the United States (some born here, some dual citizens, etc.).

But when the Cold War ended in 1989, the priorities of the United States shifted
elsewhere, as they often do. We generally withdrew from relationship with
Pakistan. This left many Pakistanis feeling somewhat jilted and used by the US.
Adding to this, the US flies drones constantly over the Northwest Territory
watching for terrorist activity, training camps, etc. This is supposedly “sovereign”
airspace, but we go there anyway. (Imagine how you would feel if every day a
foreign power was flying drones in wide circles over your head, thousands of
feet up, but close enough that you can hear their constant buzz.) This together
with the fact that terrorist organizations move about there with impunity
because of the “frontier” quality of that part of the country, leaves Pakistan
feeling twice violated. The fact that we raided Osama bin Laden’s lair in
Abbottabad, Pakistan apparently without first notifying the Pakistani
government only adds to a feeling of resentment, even though Pakistan was
glad to be rid of bin Laden. 

It is important for us as Americans to understand that in the wake of this kind of
history, the rhetoric of the recent American political campaign and our politicians
matters. During this visit, my first since the presidential election of 2016, I heard
open talk about feeling “disrespected” by the United States, a feeling shared by
Muslims all over the world in the wake of the attempted ban on Muslim
immigration and statements frequently made by members of Congress that
suggest Islam is itself an enemy. And, for the first time, I heard the sentiment
expressed among our hosts that perhaps Pakistan should relate to China. I
don’t think they would find a relationship with China very satisfying ultimately,
but why do we intentionally push countries like Pakistan away from us by
insulting the majority religion? This seems especially odd in the face of the fact
that more than three million Americans are Muslims, one-fourth of whom are
African Americans (including my own U.S. Representative)!

Long gone is the time when American public figures could utter words for the
consumption of Americans only. Since 1968 and the advent of communication
satellites, every word spoken here is available to everyone else on the planet.
This makes it even more urgent that our politicians and pundits engage in
responsible oratory and not in soundbites and tweets designed simply for
domestic political effect. Our careless words and attitudes toward others create
more hostility, more terrorists, everyday….more than we can possibly kill. At the
same time, careful and measured political rhetoric can help create an
atmosphere in which our better American values can be seen, appreciated and
trusted.

It used to be said, “The sun never sets on the British Empire.” It was a dramatic
statement about the breadth of British rule. When seen through the lens of US
economic and military power projected around the world, the same can now be
said of the American Empire. We do well to remember a quote often attributed
to Gandhi, “Of course the sun never sets on the British Empire, that’s because
God doesn’t trust them either.” 

People and leaders of less powerful nations make statements that are often as
onerous as those made by some of our own people and leaders. However,
when a nation with our economic and political power makes such statements, it
strikes fear as well as resentment in the hearts of those who are subject to our
power and those who would otherwise seek our friendship. We need to hold
ourselves and our leaders accountable to this fact if we are going to claim any
moral authority as a nation. 

                OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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