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LMT Students Join Us

We are excited to announce that we have another group of Learning

Ministry Together (LMT) students from Christian Theological Seminary

(CTS) who will join us at Central for the last half of this semester.  This

group consists of two students.  They are Alex Pittaway and Preston

Becker. Both are second year students at CTS.  Preston comes from

the prairie of western Kansas and Alex comes from Sydney, Australia.

The goal of the LMT program is to expose them to various

congregations and within each to let them get a taste of how ministry

works.  They will be participating in worship leadership, other

ministries/meetings, and have also been asked to do a project helping

us assess our needs as we explore moving to two worship services. 

They will be with us through the end of April.  We invite you to welcome

them warmly and to get to know them while they are with us. 

A Note from Linda

Dear Friends,

Though I’ve quoted it for years, only recently did I discover that it was the Greek
philosopher Hericlitus who said, “The only constant is change.”

It sure seems like that’s true around Central. Like the world around us, we are
always changing, but this spring and summer bring major change in our staff. As
you’re aware by now, Sandy Heidenreich will be retiring on June 30 following
over a decade of service as Office Administrator, and Jill Cameron Michel and
family will be relocating to Coralville, Iowa after May 21. 

We’re happy for them, but it will be hard for us. Both Sandy and Jill (along with
Jim, Cameron, and Teegan) have served us extremely well and worked their way
into our hearts, and we will miss them even as we celebrate these next steps in
each of their lives. Sandy, I’m glad to say, will not be relocating, and will be part
of the Central community – though she may take a vacation for a while!

While we can’t ever replace Jill and Sandy, we do need to plan for future staffing,
and we do this as a growing congregation. At its meeting last week, I shared with
the board some numbers. Numbers are not the most important measure of our
health, but they do give us helpful information.  Since 2001, average attendance
in Sunday worship has increased from 63 to a high of 162 in 2015. In recent
months the increase has been more dramatic, with an average attendance in
worship of over 180 since January 8 of this year.

Attendance numbers give only part of the story. Because not ALL of you come to
church EVERY Sunday, we’re a bigger congregation than we might think. In fact,
we have about 335 people who we could reasonably expect to walk through the
doors on any given Sunday (plus guests).  That number will fluctuate as people
come and go and yet for me is a fairly accurate representation of “our
congregation,” those with whom we try to stay connected and for whom we offer
spiritual care and nurture.

The other aspect of our context of growth is our neighborhood. We see lots of
new construction going on, and new businesses opening. According to data from
MissionInsite, the population in the area around our church building grew 14%
between 2010 and 2014, and is projected to grow an additional 18% between
2014 and 2019.

We have taken numerous steps in recent years to support our congregation’s
growth – adding a second clergy position and a facilities manager, renovations in
our building, and establishing a Vision Implementation Team, to name a few. So
while we are saddened by some of the upcoming changes, we are also
committed to continuing to welcome God’s children into the community of faith
and fellowship we call Central Christian Church.

I am thankful to be church with you, and look forward to seeing you on Sunday.

Blessings,
Linda

LENTEN GIFTS TO FOOD PANTRY

Reminder: The focus on giving to the Food Pantry this week

is low sodium/salt items of any kind.

Events This Weekend

Saturday, March 18:

 Green Chalice meeting

from 9 - 10:30am.

Sunday, March 19:

Adult Bible

Study happens each

Sunday at 9am in the

conference room.

Worship in the sanctuary

at 10:30am.

Bell Choir rehearsal

following worship in room

202.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

• Worship & Wonder •

Look here each week to learn

what story the Worship &

Wonder children (3 years - 1st

grade) will be hearing on

Sunday.

March 19: Jesus and

Bartimaeus

 Mark Your Calendars

Mark your calendars for Holy

Week and Easter:

April 13 - Maundy Thursday 

    Holy Week Worship at 7pm

April 16 - Easter Sunday

    Breakfast starting at 7am

    Easter Egg Hunt at 8:45am

    Worship at 9:30 and 11am

• Engaging the Text •

Have you noticed how the Sermon

Text Conversations found on our

website inform Pastor Linda’s

preaching? For our Lent 4 (March

26) Sermon Text Conversation

about John 9, Bonnie Bomer shares

her reflections on the story of Jesus'

encounter with the blind person from

the perspective of someone who is

legally blind. Sandra Gourdet

challenges us to participate in the

healing of those who have been

deemed “sinful” because of color,

socio-economic situations, religion,

education, gender identity, culture

and others. And Clark Williamson

reminds us that we don’t have

perpetuate the anti-Jewish,

anti-Semitic rhetoric and behavior

that permeates John’s gospel. Read

what they have to say and add your

own comments at this page of our

website.

We thank those who enriched
our worship service Sunday,

3/12/17:

Greeters: Kathy Riester, Tamia

Rivera and Chris Welborn

Worship Leader: Cameron Michel

Acolytes: Teegan Michel

Scripture Storyteller: Durwin

Griggs and Kent Grimes

Children's Moment: Jill Michel

Special Music: Claire Seghi, Malia

Weatherspoon, Isaac McCrae,

Kayla Knoblauch, Alex Holzman,

Ann Foisy, Sonya Yoder-Beery,

Linda McCrae, Patty

Scharfenberger

Worship & Wonder: Robbie

Schmidt and Jill Michel

Young Disciples: Bev Knight and

Scott Nickel

Nursery Helper: Greg/Susan Nickel

family

Fellowship Host: Marilyn and

Calvin Porter

Gym Supervisors: No Open Gym

Offering Counters: Kerry

Armstrong and Greg Nickel

Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

• Concert for a Cause •

We are excited to announce our

next Concert for a Cause at

Central for Sunday, April 30 at

2:00 pm.  The concert which will

feature The Indianapolis Quartet

(TIQ), a new string quartet

featuring prominent local classical

musicians Zachary DePue, Austin

Hartman, Michael Isaac Strauss,

and Austin Huntington.  The

ensemble is in residence at the

University of Indianapolis and this

will be their first concert in another

venue.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

3/18 Steve Martz

3/20 Oletta Keown

3/20 Sarah Owens

3/20 Linda Kirchhoff Worth

3/21 Susan Sears

3/23 Mary Schilling

Thrift Store needs

Kitchen size trash bags

Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs

Men's jeans

Men's shoes

Belts

Sweatshirts

Sweatpants

T-shirts - size L and XL

Razors

Hotel size soap and shampoo

Food Pantry needs 

Canned fruit

Canned greens

Canned soups

Boxed dinners

Kidney/chili beans

Diced tomatoes/tomato sauce

Beef stew

Condiments

Bars of soap

Grocery bags with handles

• ISO Tonight •

Indianapolis Symphony

Orchestra has a Friends and

Family Concert tonight.  If you

would like to take advantage of

this opportunity shared with us

by Roger Roe, click here to

reserve your tickets.

• Green Chalice •

You are invited on Saturday,

March 18 from 9 - 10:30am to

join the Green Chalice team for

a meeting and conversation on

planning Earth Day activities.

• Hospitality...Each and

Every Sunday •

Hospitality is important to all who

come to worship.  The welcome

we extend to others begins as

persons enter our building.  A

smile, a handshake, and a word of

greeting are essential keys to

hospitality.  

We have many openings for

greeters at door 1 (near the

parking lot) and door 5 (in the

vestibule beside the sanctuary). 

Kathy Riester is currently

coordinating greeters for these two

doors.  You may sign up

online here or by emailing Kathy

kmriester@gmail.com. 

Kathy will also be available in the

fellowship hall after worship the

next several Sundays to assist with

signups. Please see her if you

have any questions. Note: our

deacons are the greeters for the

other three doors.

Please consider helping with this

ministry! 

• Calling All

Instrumentalists•

Last week,  in church, it was such a

gift to see an inter-generational

ensemble of string players!  Our

youngest player was in

kindergarten… (and we won’t say

the oldest!)  This is important work:

nurturing and supporting talents of

all kinds and all levels, and

encouraging young children to

participate in worship on a regular

and consistent basis.   The

inspiration came from Keith, our

organist, who noticed the many

burgeoning and latent string players

in the congregation, and wanted to

find a way to pull them all out to play

together.  Four of our students play

in the Metropolitan Youth

Orchestra.  We were even able to

get the same version of the song

that they had recently played in a

concert.  I know I beamed from ear

to ear when I saw the video posted

(since I was off).

This week, we are planning another

instrumental ensemble.  I chose an

arrangement of the popular worship

song, “As The Deer” for the

offertory.  In addition, a women’s

ensemble consisting of just 8 voices

- two on a part - will sing “As The

Deer Pants.”  Now, you may be

thinking that this is Psalm 42

overload… and it’s not even the

scripture for the week!  But, I could

not help but be drawn to these

songs and their arranged texts when

reading about the woman at the

well.  Thirst is the word that stand

out to me.  Thirsting for Jesus…

thirsting for justice… thirsting for

“living water.” 

In the women’s ensemble piece, 

you will hear elements of jazz,

gospel and classical music blended

in the composition of Rosephayne

Powell.  Listen for the wailing… the

longing… the thirst.

Anyone who wishes to join the

instrumental ensemble, let me

know at music@indyccc.org. 

Here is a link to the music to

practice:  We will rehearse at 9:00

am Sunday. 

Thank You 

Thank you so much again for all

your hard work coordinating and

allowing us to borrow chairs for

Circle City Connect's Empty

Bowls event.  Because of your

support we were able to raise

over $10,000 for Indiana refugees

for food, shelter and other basic

needs.

--Exodus Refugee Immigration

Elder and Deacon

March Schedule

Deacons:

Olivia Adams, Christina Presley,

Don McCord, Cindy Henning,

Deniese Degges, Judy Burns,

Chris Welborn, Traci Elliott

Elders:

Kerry Armstrong

Bethany Lowery

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

March 19: John 4:5-42

March 26: John 9:1-41

Reflections on Improv

by Kent Cook 

(Ever wonder what's going on in the minds of our musicians as they respond to the

sermon through improvisation? Read on...)

     I always look forward to our post-sermon improvisations during Lent

and Advent. Several years ago, when we began the practice, I would

read the scripture lesson midweek and spend a few days thinking of

how to represent the Word through music. I would come up with a

variety of musical options and then decide in the moment on Sunday

what felt natural and in sync with my collaborators. I suppose I also

thought a lot about how people might respond, which is a normal part of

preparing music for a performance.

     This spring, I am trying a new approach, which is to prepare less, to

be more spontaneous, and to be less aware of the listener. Last

Sunday before the worship service, I read the scripture lesson and the

corresponding commentaries on the church website. During the

sermon, I took note of Linda's primary themes. I noticed during the

sermon that Roger was taking notes and I looked over at his note pad to

see the words "wind," "water," and "spirit," among others. I was

intrigued that I had latched on to many of the same ideas. Additionally,

the opening hymn tune was still running through my head, and I knew

that I had to use it in some way.

     When the sermon concluded, I began playing "How Lovely Lord, How

Lovely" (in perfect 5ths to give it an open sound) and waited for Roger to

respond. After that, I don't know if I could tell you what happened next.

I was only listening to the oboe and thinking of Wind, Water, and the

Spirit.

                OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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