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In Celebration of Earth Day

We join with the Earth and with each other.

To bring new life to the land
To restore the waters
To refresh the air

We join with the Earth and with each other.

To renew the forests
To care for the plants
To protect the creatures

We join with the Earth and with each other.

To celebrate the seas
To rejoice in the sunlight
To sing the song of the stars

We join with the Earth and with each other.

To recreate the human community
To promote justice and peace
To remember our children

We join with the Earth and with each other.

We join together as many and diverse expressions of one loving mystery:
for the healing of the Earth and the renewal of all life.

-- U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program, quoted in Prayers for Healing edited
by Maggie Oman

A Note from Linda

Dear Friends,

What a glorious celebration we had on Easter Sunday!  Our breakfast crew
prepared good food and welcomed us into nourishing fellowship. Our egg hiders
and hunters created great merriment. Our musicians, pastors, and lay leaders led
us in meaningful and uplifting worship.  All of us together rose to the power of life
and love as we have seen and experienced it.

The challenge before us is to live the Easter message every day.  To remember –
and to witness to – the power of love to trickle through and wear down the
hardest hearts. To let our lives be shaped by the practice of Jesus and the hope
of resurrection.

It’s a challenge that touches all parts of our lives, and in the weeks ahead we’ll
reflect on the impact of our Easter faith on our giving.  This Sunday we begin our
annual stewardship emphasis, which will culminate with Commitment Sunday on
May 14. Our theme this year is “Journey to Community.” Our journey of faith is
one of continually growing into the image of the beloved community God calls us
to be as a congregation, and with respect to the world around us.

It is an exciting time in our life together as we witness the continued growth of our
congregation and its ministries.  The apostle Paul might say: Some have planted,
some have watered, and God has given the growth. (1 Corinthians 3:6)  We
honor those who have worked faithfully for so long and seen this congregation
through some tough times. We rejoice that new people have come with new
talents and resources.

I believe that, building on our long history and strong sense of mission, God is
calling us to do some new things.  Those things may include: further
development of our ministry with children, youth, and families; formation of more
small groups; outreach to millennials and others in our immediate area; the
development of our worship life; the full engagement of newer people in the life
and ministry of the congregation; and being a fomenter of deeper connection and
relationship in our neighborhood. We believe that there are people around us that
need a community like Central, and that Central helps us all to make a positive
impact on the world

Our ministries require our financial support in order to thrive.  In the weeks to
come you’ll be hearing more about these ministries and our response, and I look
forward to sharing the “Journey to Community” with you in the weeks ahead.

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend

Sunday, April 23

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am.  Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am.

Central Justice Network

gathering following worship in

the Community Room.

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

• Worship & Wonder •

Look here each week to learn what
story the Worship & Wonder
children (3 years - 1st grade) will
be hearing on Sunday.

April 23: Appearance to Mary
Magdalene

Dining Out for Life

On Thursday, April 27, over 50
restaurants will give 25% or 50%
of their day’s total receipts to The
Damien Center, Indiana’s larger
nonprofit agency for HIV care
and prevention. Visit here to
discover a breakfast, lunch or
dinner spot near your home or
office, gather friends and family
and dine out to support central
Indiana’s HIV care and
prevention services on April 27. 
Thank you!

• Calling All Storytellers! •

Last summer professional storyteller
Sally Perkins gave workshops at
Central to teach us how to tell our life
stories effectively.  On April 29 at
10am she will be back to train us on
coaching others to tell their stories.  

This session was set up for those who
have agreed to coach our neighbors
to tell their neighborhood stories
during our storytelling pilots this
summer, but we encourage anyone
who attended Sally's previous
workshops to join us in taking the next
step in effective storytelling. 

Card Making Class

Whether a beginner or expert, you are

invited to a Card Making Class to learn

techniques and tips for making "thank

you" and "thinking of you" cards.  Sarah

Riester will be leading this class on

Wednesday, May 3 from 7 - 9 pm at

Central.  RSVP by contacting Teri Pittman

through Facebook or at

terisue.pr@gmail.com.

Save the Date

On Sunday, May 7 you are
invited to a congregational
conversation "Weaving a
Connected Community" as we
continue to explore ways that
Central can connect more deeply
with our neighborhood.  This
conversation will take place
following worship from 12:15 -
1:45pm.  Lunch will be served
and an event for children/youth
will happen at the same time.  A
nursery will be available for
younger children.

We thank those who enriched
our worship services on
Easter Sunday, 4/16/17:

Greeters/Ushers: Kathy Riester,

Pat Carrithers, Jerry Nickel, Dan

Moseley, Bev Neidert

Worship Leader: Becky Perez

Acolytes: Tamia Rivera, Malia

Weatherspoon, Cameron Michel

and Lilia Kozloski

Special Music: Aly Barnes, Khaya

Barnes, Lindsey Nickel, Carol

Phipps, bell players; Kristin Cutler,

Frank Duarte, Bailey Gordon,

Marcel Mello, Avery Schott,

Tammany Shankle, vocalists; Cody

Arnholt, Glen Dash, Fritz Graf,

Charlie Pechette, Matt Roberts,

Michael Sears, musicians

Nursery Helper: Susan Nickel,

Kayla Knoblauch, Elaine Brunner

Fellowship Host: Greg/Susan

Nickel family

Offering Counters: Jim

Higginbotham, Steve Martz,

Maureen McCrae, Karen Sanford;

Sandy Heidenreich and Steve

Martz, Maundy Thursday

Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

A big thanks to all who helped make

Maundy Thursday worship special

as well.

• Thank You •

Thank you to all who helped with
the Easter breakfast, especially
Kerry Armstrong, Lynnette Li, Teri
and Josh Pittman, and Bill Lambert
who came in before dawn to work
in the kitchen; Dawn and Jon
Barnes who led the clean-up team;
and Elaine Brunner and Scott
Nickel who coordinated the set-up.
We couldn't have done it without
all of you: the cooks, the servers,
the greeters, the set-up crew, the
clean-up crew, and everyone who
brought food.

Thrift Store needs
Kitchen size trash bags
Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs
Men's jeans
Men's shoes
Belts
Sweatshirts
Sweatpants
T-shirts - size L and XL
Razors
Hotel size soap and shampoo

Food Pantry needs 
Canned fruit
Canned greens
Canned soups
Boxed dinners
Kidney/chili beans
Diced tomatoes/tomato sauce
Beef stew
Condiments
Bars of soap
Grocery bags with handles

Elder and Deacon
April Schedule

Deacons:
Pivots: Kathy Knoblauch

Deah Modlin
2nd: Grace Wagnon

Michael Sears
3rd: Pam Senko

We are needing one more
deacon for April

Elders:
Rick Appel

Donna Prince

• Who Me? A Rapid
Responder?•

Join the Central Justice Network
after worship this Sunday, April
23, as we talk about ways we
can support our neighbors when
Immigration comes knocking.
Two weeks ago three IndyCAN
leaders were called to help a
frightened family move to a safer
location. Two of those leaders,
from St Luke's UMC and St
Monica, will be with us to share
their experience.

How can we respond in ways
that provide support and don't put
us or our neighbors at risk?
Some humorous skits will help us
think about the good and not so
good ways to react.

Lunch and a nursery will be
provided

• Central's Labyrinth •

Have you noticed?  Our labyrinth
is back on the green space near
the parking lot.  Thanks to Warren
Lynn for creating it and tending to
it.  You are invited to walk the
labyrinth - an ancient spiritual
practice - anytime you are at the
church. 

Out and About

The Perry Meridian High School

Spring Musical, Fiddler on the

Roof, starts on Saturday, April 22

and runs through Monday, April

24.  Jenna Sears plays Golde and

Sasha, Maggie and Michael Sears

are in the orchestra.  To purchase
tickets, click here.

Kevin Johnson will have some of
his paintings in the April Show,
an annual art show held in a
home at 322 N. Arsenal on
Friday, April 28, 7-11pm.

Continue celebrating God's good earth

this spring by planting one of the free

vegetable seedlings from the Green

Chalice table in Fellowship Hall. As long

as they last, all are invited to take a plant

being generously shared from the

Gyori/Helmuth family gardens. 

Concerts for a Cause at
Central

Central Christian Church will be
presenting The Indianapolis
Quartet (TIQ) in concert on
Sunday, April 30, 2017 at
2:00pm in the Sanctuary.  TIQ is
the resident string quartet at the
University of Indianapolis and
consists of prominent local
classical musicians Zachary
DePue, Austin Hartman, Michael
Isaac Strauss, and Austin
Huntington.  The quartet will
perform Haydn’s Op. 64, No. 5
“The Lark,” and they will be joined
by cellist Perry Scott for a
performance of Franz Schubert's
last chamber work, the great
String Quintet in C major, D.
956.  

Concert admission is free, with a
suggested donation.  Proceeds
will go to support future concerts
at CCC and to benefit the Jewish
Community Relations Council, an
organization whose mission is to
safeguard Jewish rights in
Indianapolis and around the
world.

• Engaging the Text •

Differences abound. Here at
Central we celebrate those
differences and that makes us
stronger and richer and
challenging. Daily we practice 
acting on the love we have learned
from Jesus. Weekly we reflect on
the text from which the sermon will
be preached--and our responses
are both different and illuminating.
Consider the reflections from Erin,
Steve and Keith as you prepare to
hear the sermon from 1
Corinthians 12 by Pastor Linda on
April 30. Check it out on this page
and add your own reflection as
well. It is OK to think differently.

Note: There are two ways to
contribute.  You can simply type
your thoughts about the passage
in the box below it.  Or, if you
specifically want to reply to one of
the posted comments, go to the far
right of the author's name and click
the arrow that appears.  A new box
will appear below their comments
and you can respond there.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

4/22 Warren & Betsy Lynn*

4/22 Ethel Mace

4/23 Judy Burns & Robbie

Schmidt*

4/23 Darrel Crouter

Claire recently turned 6.  For the 2nd year

in a row, she chose to invite people to

bring canned goods instead of birthday

gifts to the party.  They collected over 90

food items and 32 bars of soap.  Claire is

so happy that "everyone will have what

they need!"  Way to go, Claire!

Safety and Security Note

Beginning this Sunday, Door 1
will be locked at 10:45.  After that
time, please use Door 2 to enter
the building.  This will enable our
Sunday host to better monitor
movement in the building during
worship.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

April 23: John 20:19-31 

April 30: 1 Corinthians
12:12-26

                OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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