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“More people in the world need a community like Central,
and the world needs more people to be part of this kind of community

so that they can positively impact the world”

Exciting things are happening in the Central community – transformation and growth!

Lives are being transformed. One of those persons who needed a community like

Central was Teri Pittman who shared her powerful testimony last Sunday. If you

missed it, you can listen to her story here.

We are also helping transform the world around us as we did with passage of the

Transit referendum last year.  

More people in the world need a community like Central, and it’s happening!! We’re

seeing growth in people in worship, growth in young people, growth in baptisms,

growth in use of our building, and growth in our outreach ministries.  And this has

been going on for more than 10 years! This is remarkable for a mainline

congregation. God be praised!

All this growth means we need more pastoral staff. That’s the focus of this year’s

stewardship emphasis. We are blessed to have Pastor Linda and need to

support our expanding ministry by upgrading our second clergy position from half

time to full time. 

More information to follow in the coming days.  Thank you for being part of this

remarkable community!

A Note from Linda

Dear Friends,

A “journey in community” is not only the theme of our stewardship emphasis this
year. More generally it is a description of our life together.  For Central Christian
Church, the journey has been going on for almost 184 years and we are part of
it.  One aspect of this journey has to do with identity, as part of our journey is
figuring out who we are called to be. What kind of community are we and how do
we live out our calling?

Recently we conducted a survey about a second worship service.  When and
how we worship is a large part of our identity, so this is important stuff!  The
survey was the first step in a much longer conversation about additional worship
opportunities, one that gives us a snapshot of what we’re thinking and feeling
right now about this possibility. We received 128 responses – thanks to all those
who participated! Thanks also to Preston Becker and Alex Pittaway, our Learning
Ministry Together (LMT) students, for compiling the results and comments, and
sharing their research and reflections.

We’ll share in more detail in next week’s eConnections, but in broad strokes I can
tell you that about 71% of those who responded think that Central should offer a
second worship opportunity each week, and about 29% think that we should not.
On the question of whether the service should be a duplicate of the 10:30 service
or have a different style, the responses were about 50-50. Finally, when asked
how a second service would impact our community, about 65% said it would
have a positive impact and about 30% said the impact would be negative. A lot
more was revealed in the many comments you shared, so stay tuned till next
week for more on this.

Another aspect of identity has to do with how we as Central relate to the
neighborhood where we live. This question has been on our minds for some time,
and is a major component of the work of our Vision Implementation Team (VIT).  I
want to encourage you to participate in the session called “Weaving a Connected
Community,” to be held following worship on May 7. In it the VIT will make a
presentation on their journey of the past year – how we got where we are and
what we’ve learned along the way.  Then we’ll look at some of the ideas for
connecting with our community that have been generated by the VIT as well as
others in the congregation, and from what we’ve learned by talking with our
neighbors.  We need many heads, hearts, and voices to move forward in this
significant and transformational ministry.  We’ll start off the May 7 session with a
pitch-in salad lunch, to which you’re invited to contribute.  Please consider
yourselves warmly invited!

But first, we look forward to this Sunday when we gather for worship and
fellowship, a post-worship 5K and a 2pm Concert for a Cause. Can't wait to see
you there!

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend

Saturday, April 29

Storyteller Training at

10am.

Food Pantry opens at

10:30am.

Sunday, April 30

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am.  Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am.

Central's Second Annual 5K

begins at 12:30pm.

Concert for a Cause takes

place in the sanctuary at

2pm.

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

• Worship & Wonder •

Look here each week to learn what
story the Worship & Wonder
children (3 years - 1st grade) will
be hearing on Sunday.

April 30: The Road to Emmaus

General Assembly
July 8 - 12, 2017
Indianapolis, IN

Every two years people from Disciples
churches across the United States and
Canada and partners from around the
world join together for General
Assembly.  This is a time for us to share
in worship, education, business, and
fellowship.  Whether you have gone for
decades or are new to Disciples, you
are welcome.  To learn more visit here. 
If you have questions, please ask one of
the pastors.

• Free Clothing Ministry •

April was a very busy month at
Central's Free Clothing Ministry. 
Because we were short of
volunteers due to family and work
obligations, we were open only 3
Monday mornings (10:00 - 12:00),
however we served 87 individuals
representing 61 households. Of
these, 24 were new clients, so the
need continues!

It is also a busy time because we
are in the process of putting out
our summer stock and storing the
cold weather clothes we had left
for next year. As you are making
the changes in your closets,
please remember to donate to
Free Clothing (or the Thrift Shop). 
We always need men's jeans,
slacks, shoes, belts, and jackets.
Label your bags either for Free
Clothing or Thrift Shop and leave
at the bottom of the steps by Door
1 on Sunday mornings.

We do appreciate everyone who
saves their hotel toiletries for us to
use in the Hygiene kits most
people receive.  There is also a
great need for new washcloths,
toothbrushes, and family size
shampoos.

If you would like to volunteer
please contact Mindy Hamm
mindyhamm@comcast.net  or just
come by on a Monday morning to
this ministry in action.

Calling all Gardeners or
Wanna-Be Gardeners

If you are a person who likes to
garden or just wished you had a
garden to tend, then here is your
chance.

Steve Martz wants to get a few
people together to help maintain
the Community Garden which is
located in the northeast corner of
Central’s parking lot.  This is the
garden in which a lot of
sunflowers grow each summer. 
There are other flowers and a
few vegetables grown there also.

With the General Assembly being
held in Indianapolis in July, 
Central is needing to spruce up
its building and grounds,
including its gardens.  

Please help brighten up the
Community Garden this summer
and contact Steve Martz at
sdmartz318@aol.com. 

• Thank You •

Central Christian,

Thank you so much for the peace

lily.  It's my favorite plant.  And thank

you for all your thoughts and

prayers. 

Blessings, Janet and Rose Cheek-

Stephens

We thank those who enriched
our worship service on

Sunday, 4/23/17:

Greeters: Sue Allgood

and Meghann Bradbury

Worship Leader: Alex Pittaway

Acolytes: Nate Marcus

Children's Moment: Jill Michel

Special Music: Sonya Yoder-

Beery, Julie Miller, Beth White,

Danielle Hartman, Meghann

Bradbury, Verity Jones, vocalists;

Roger Roe, Patty Scharfenberger,

Michael Borschel, Keith Mikesell,

Jenny McAllister, Julie Miller,

instrumentalists

Nursery Helper: Sarah Murphy
Worship & Wonder: Debbie

Abbott and David Licht
Young Disciples: Jill Michel and

Elaine Brunner
Fellowship Host: Rebecca

Phelps
Offering Counters: Chuck

Brandenburg and Pat Carrithers
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane

Thrift Store needs
Kitchen size trash bags
Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs
Men's jeans
Men's shoes
Belts
Sweatshirts
Sweatpants
T-shirts - size L and XL
Razors
Hotel size soap and shampoo

Food Pantry needs 
Canned fruit
Canned greens
Canned soups
Boxed dinners
Kidney/chili beans
Diced tomatoes/tomato sauce
Beef stew
Condiments
Bars of soap
Grocery bags with handles

• Calling All Storytellers! •

Last summer professional storyteller
Sally Perkins gave workshops at
Central to teach us how to tell our life
stories effectively.  On April 29 at
10AM she will be back to train us on
coaching others to tell their stories.  

This session was set up for those who
have agreed to coach our neighbors
to tell their neighborhood stories
during our storytelling pilots this
summer, but we encourage anyone
who attended Sally's previous
workshops to join us in taking the next
step in effective storytelling. 

It's not too late...you can still join Central's

2nd Annual 5K in conjunction with

Disciples Home Missions.  We step off

from the green space near our parking lot

at 12:30pm on Sunday, April 30.

Concerts for a Cause at
Central

Central Christian Church will be
presenting The Indianapolis
Quartet (TIQ) in concert on
Sunday, April 30, 2017 at
2:00pm in the Sanctuary.  TIQ is
the resident string quartet at the
University of Indianapolis and
consists of prominent local
classical musicians Zachary
DePue, Austin Hartman, Michael
Isaac Strauss, and Austin
Huntington.  The quartet will
perform Haydn’s Op. 64, No. 5
“The Lark,” and they will be joined
by cellist Perry Scott for a
performance of Franz Schubert's
last chamber work, the great
String Quintet in C major, D.
956.  

Concert admission is free, with a
suggested donation.  Proceeds
will go to support future concerts
at CCC and to benefit the Jewish
Community Relations Council, an
organization whose mission is to
safeguard Jewish rights in
Indianapolis and around the
world.

Safety and Security Note

Door 1 will now be locked at
10:45.  After that time, please use
Door 2 to enter the building.  This
will enable our Sunday host to
better monitor movement in the
building during worship.

Also, if you have children with
you please be sure to adequately
supervise them and know where
they are in the building.  Also
remember, Worship & Wonder
children must be picked up in
their worship space - they will not
be released without an adult.

• Out & About •

Malia Weatherspoon, Claire
Seghi, Isaac McCrae, and Kayla
Knoblauch will be playing in a
Pops Concert of the Metropolitan
Youth Orchestra Sunday, April
30 at 3pm at Hilbert Circle
Theater on Monument Circle.
Admission is free.

• Engaging the Text •

The sermon text for Easter 4, May
7, about Jesus as the good
shepherd, can be described as
familiar, as troubling, as confusing,
as inspiring, as humorous.

Check out the reflections by Jan,
Elaine, Nina and Don and then
consider adding your voice to the
conversation.

Find them on Central's website.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

4/30 Janet Riley

Elder and Deacon
April Schedule

Deacons:
Pivots: Kathy Knoblauch

Deah Modlin
2nd: Grace Wagnon

Michael Sears
3rd: Pam Senko

We are needing one more
deacon for April

Elders:
Rick Appel, Donna Prince

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

April 30:
I Corinthians 12:12-27

May 7: John 10:1-10

• Thank You •

Central Christian,

Please accept this contribution in

memory of my Uncle Bob

Doversberger who would have

celebrated his 91st birthday on April

29. I have fond memories of his 90th

celebration at Central Christian.

I am so grateful for the many friends

who helped, visited, and loved my

uncle. God bless you all!

Sincerely,

Donna Grimme

                OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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