
May 12, 2017

This is a story about four people: Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it.

Everybody was sure Somebody would do it.

Anybody could have done, but Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody

wouldn’t do it.

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when actually Nobody asked

Anybody!

This Sunday is Commitment Sunday, the culmination of our stewardship emphasis.

We hope Everybody will join us for worship and a lunch afterward. We believe that if

Everybody does what they can, we will be able to support a full-time associate pastor

and other important ministries that are proposed in our 2017-2018 budget.  We are

thankful to Everybody for the many ways you give to God’s mission through Central

Christian Church.

If you are unable to be in worship on Sunday, you may email/mail your estimate of

giving to Office Administrator Sandy Heidenreich, office@indyccc.org or 701 N.

Delaware, Indianapolis, IN 46204.

See you on Sunday!

A Note from Linda

Dear Friends,

There are a lot of special events coming up in our community, and I want to make

you aware of some of them:

*This Sunday we will celebrate the baptisms of five of our young people, and the

graduation from high school of three others.  It’s also Commitment Sunday in our

stewardship emphasis (as you read above) and we’ll share a meal together after

worship.

*On Sunday, May 21, we celebrate the ministry that Jill Michel has shared with us

since August of 2014.  Jill will preach that day, and we will honor and thank her and

her family in a reception following the service.

*On Sunday, May 28, I will be attending a college reunion (my first in decades!) in

Connecticut and I’m pleased to let you know that Dan Moseley will be preaching and

leading worship that day. On this day we also begin our summer worship format. 

Our children’s ministries, Young Disciples and Worship & Wonder, will not meet

during the summer. Children of Worship & Wonder age (3 years through first grade)

will be led in an age-appropriate activity in fellowship hall during the sermon time.

*Our summer worship series, which begins June 4, will focus on creation.  We look

forward to the opportunity to look at the world around us and consider how we

interact with and care for creation. More on that as time goes on.

I am excited about the ways that God is leading us and looking forward to see what

will come next.  It’s an honor to be on this journey with you.

Blessings,
Linda

A View from the Loft

One of the benefits of being in the choir (and there are many!) is the “view” that I

have on a Sunday morning. In addition to the joy of seeing all the children sprint,

wander and skip forward for the children’s moment, I get to see some of the other

realities of a Sunday morning worship service. These include: a lot of people arrive

after 10:30 (!), there is a wide variety in our congregation and the space is getting

fuller and fuller!

However, there is another observation from my perspective on a Sunday morning

that isn’t as positive. I see folks who arrive after 10:30, who struggle to find a place

to sit. I watch as they stand in the entrances, assessing the situation, seeking a spot

where they might “slide in” without disruption. Unfortunately, often there is no such

place easily identifiable. And although I have not seen anyone leave, I have seen

them sigh as they try again to find a spot that might be “their spot” for the morning. I

was most struck by this recently on a Sunday when we had some baptisms – so we

had extra guests. As guests - and then those a part of the recent baptisms -

searched for a “place to sit” – there were no easily accessible seats available.

In a recent discussion about this experience with our soon-to-be-retired office

administrator (Sandy Heidenreich), she expressed a similar observation.  In our

conversation, we coined the phrase: Members to the Middle – the idea that

members and regular attenders would automatically scoot to the middle of the pew

in order to create space for visitors and/or latecomers to more easily slide in.  

So, I’d like to offer that for your consideration. As we continue to welcome more

people into our sanctuary and community, would you consider scooting to the

middle of the pew? I understand that sometimes it’s convenient to sit at the end of

the pew because you have a task to do later in the service or it’s simply your

preferred spot to sit. In these situations, perhaps “camping out at the end of the

pew” can be coupled with an extra awareness of people entering the sanctuary and

a willingness to make eye contact to welcome them to move past you and sit in your

pew.

So, what do you think? May we create more space in our current service by

increasing our awareness and having the mindset of Members to the Middle?

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Mary E. Hays, Choir member and

Vision Implementation Team, chair

eConnections Editor's Note

With Pastor Jill preparing to depart soon, you might be wondering who to send

information to for eConnections.  Please continue to use the email address

cyf@indyccc.org for eConnections items.  For the summer, Linda Bush will take

over the responsibility of editing this publication and will be using this email

address.

Events This Weekend

Saturday, May 13

Baptism Retreat

Sunday, May 14

Food Pantry Sunday

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am. Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am.

All-Church Dinner following

worship.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

• Worship & Wonder •

Look here each week to learn

what story the Worship & Wonder

children (3 years - 1st grade) will

be hearing on Sunday.

May 14: Pentecost

All Church Dinner

Remember to plan to stay for lunch

on Sunday as we celebrate our

commitments to the ministries of

Central as well as those who are

being baptized and graduating. 

• Responding to
Immigrants •

Wondering what you can do to make

a difference for our immigrant

neighbors? Join the Central Justice

Network at 12:30 pm on Sunday,

May 21, to learn about the new

IndyCAN Watch program to support

families facing detention and/or

deportation.

450 volunteers are needed,

including dispatchers, rapid

responders, accompaniment teams,

sanctuary hosts, trainers and more.

Rapid responders will act as moral

and legal observers, while

accompaniment teams will connect

impacted families to legal and social

services and work with them to

determine an appropriate public

response.

A Good Read

The Wednesday evening Book

Group will begin a new book on

May 24.  Written by Sandy Tolan,

The Lemon Tree is a tale of a

simple act of faith between two

young people - one Israeli, one

Palestinian - that symbolizes the

hope for peace in the Middle East. 

Join the book group for

conversation on Wednesdays at

6:30pm in the Parlor.

We thank those who enriched
our worship service on

Sunday, 5/7/17:

Greeters: Meredythe Braun and

Nathan Wilson

Worship Leader: Tom Moit

Acolytes: Jacob Nickel and Garrett

Nickel

Children's Moment: Jill Michel

Special Music: Jenny McAllister,

flute

Nursery Helpers: Kathy and Kayla

Knoblauch

Worship & Wonder: Robbie

Schmidt and Sonya Yoder-Beery

Young Disciples: Jim Michel and

Jill Michel

Fellowship Host: Lopez-Shue

family

Offering Counters: Kerry

Armstrong and Sandy Heidenreich

Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

• Thank You •

When Olivia was dedicated and

blessed as an infant by Leon Riley,

with Claudia Grant standing with us

as support, we had some inkling that

it would require a village to raise this

child.  Yet we could not imagine how

much this village would come to

mean to her and to us as parents.

The University Park folks who

merged into the community of

Central and then all the folks of

Central over these last 18 years

have nurtured, taught, and cared for

this baby, toddler, child, teenager,

and young woman.  You kept the

promises you made to raise her to

be her best self, as a child of God,

and as one who cares for the least

of these. 

From Dick Hamm who was the first

outsider to hold her in the hospital,

to Dan Moseley who watched her

nurse on her first day home, to Mary

Hays and Glenda Survance who

created birthday parties for Jesus so

that she could know the difference

between Christmas and Easter, to

the folks who accompanied her to

Guatemala, to the personnel

committee who made it possible for

her to have her first "real" job, and

all those teachers, mentors, camp

counselors, pastors, and caretakers

in between, we are truly grateful for

the village that is Central Christian

Church.  Your tender love means

the world to us. 

Lori, Patti, (and Olivia)

• Thank You •

The following note came with a

donation to our outreach ministries

from a person who is incarcerated.

God bless all that you do for those in

need. I pray that God blesses every

soul that comes through your doors

as well as every utensil, cup, plate,

pan, table, chair, door, window,

counter, staff, every donation,

organization, your bread, sauce,

meat, vegetable, drink, napkin,

dessert, and bag that you prepare

for the needy.  Phil 2:3.

Thrift Store needs

Kitchen size trash bags

Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs

Men's jeans

Men's shoes

Belts

Sweatshirts

Sweatpants

T-shirts - size L and XL

Razors

Hotel size soap and shampoo

Food Pantry needs 

Canned fruit

Canned greens

Canned soups

Boxed dinners

Kidney/chili beans

Diced tomatoes/tomato sauce

Beef stew

Condiments

Bars of soap

Grocery bags with handles

Elder and Deacon

May Schedule

Deacons:

Pivots: Gina Cerimele/Chris

Welborn

2nd: Ben Nickel/Cindy Henning

3rd: Deniese Degges/Tom Moit

Elders:

Carolyn Bradbury

Clark Williamson

• Food Pantry Update •

The food pantry volunteers would

like to give a big THANK YOU to all

of you who donated extra food to the

pantry during Lent.  Because of your

generosity we were able to offer

more choices to our neighbors and

to give out a little extra food last

month.  We served 63 households

representing 139 individuals. 

Thirteen of those individuals were

under the age of 5 and 17 were over

the age of 65.  We also had a family

share with one of our volunteers that

their family was living in a car. 

Again we THANK YOU for your

continued support of this ministry.

We would also like to thank

Christina Wells’ Girl Scout Troop for

their donation of fresh meat to the

pantry.  We really appreciate their

support.  Not only have they

donated food to the pantry but they

have also volunteered to help

distribute the food. 

This Sunday, May 14 is FOOD

PANTRY SUNDAY.   We are in

need of items that are often difficult

to get from Gleaner’s Food Bank. 

We need dried beans, soup of any

kind, low sodium items, Vienna

Sausages, Spaghetti Sauce, and

bars of bath soap. Of course we will

accept donations of any food items. 

Please place your donations in the

grocery cart in Fellowship Hall. 

Some of our volunteers are making

gift bags for our neighbors for

Christmas.  We are in need of

Chapstick and travel size body lotion

for these bags.  Please place these

items in the grocery cart as well.

Thanks again for your continued

support of the food pantry.

What a Great Night!

Central's Art Show last Friday was a

huge success!

The show was attended by about 350

people who had many positive and

enthusiastic comments.  Attendees

appreciated the contrast of our

historic building and the work of

young artists and were hopeful that

we would host another show. The

atmosphere was energized and

people were cheerful when they left. 

It was a fun evening.

Special thanks to Stephen Yarbrough

and Robin Miner for organizing this

VIT pilot.  Many thanks to the

volunteers who served as hosts and

hostesses for the event including

Kerry Armstrong, Debbie Abbott and

David Licht, Carolyn Bradburry, Don

and Ann McCord, Jerry and Carol

Nickel, Carolyn Higginbotham, Dick

and Mindy Hamm, Lucy Williams,

Cindy Henning, Bruce Nugent,

Christina Presley, Keith Watkins, and

Bev Knight.  Great job everyone!

• Engaging the Text •

You have heard it said, "God said it;

I believe it; that settles it!" But I say

to you, "God's Spirit at work

provides different strokes for

different folks!" Read John 14:

15-21, the text for next week's

sermon, and listen for what the Spirit

offers you. Consider Jennifer's

reflection on speaking the truth,

Michael's assurance about Jesus'

legacy, Joshua's embracing of

freewill and love, and Beth's

celebration of how the scripture and

music intersect for her. Find them all

on Central's  website. Then add your

notes to the conversation.

• Indy PRIDE •

On Saturday, June 10, Central is

participating in the Indy Pride

Festival and Parade.  Check out

the website for the Indy Pride

Festival and Parade.

This Sunday, there will be sign-up

sheets for participating in one or

both the parade and festival booth

located in Fellowship Hall.

You may also contact Roger Roe

at rogerroe@aol.com if you are

interested in participating in the

parade.

You may also contact Steve Martz

at sdmartz318@aol.com if you are

interested in participating at the

festival table.

Please consider participating in

one or both of these community

events on June 10. 

All are welcome to participate in

these events no matter your age,

membership status or sexual

orientation.  

Thank you!

• Stories and Music •

Join our friend, Sally Perkins, for

an afternoon of storytelling and

music on Sunday, May 21 from 4 -

6pm at the Cook Theatre of the

Indiana Landmarks Center.  For

more information on "A Dance of

Tales & Tunes" click here.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

5/14 Julie Miller

5/15 John Bitter

5/16 Kent Grimes

5/17 Karen Sanford and Bob

VanTuyl Jr.

5/18 Gina Cerimele and Chris

Welborn

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

May 14: John 14:1-14

May 21: John 14:15-21

April Worship Attendance

April 2         164
April 9         220

April 16     351 (two services)
April 23      166
April 30      180

Average attendance: 216

Reflections on Pakistan

Dick Hamm took a trip to Pakistan earlier this spring and we wanted to share some

of the blogs he wrote as he returned from his trip.  Read here over the next several

weeks to hear more.

I just returned from a week-long visit to Pakistan. It was my third trip there in recent

years as part of a peacemaking group seeking to build mutual understanding and

relationships between the U.S. and Pakistan. This effort is sponsored by

Intersections, a mission of the Collegiate Churches of NYC (four congregations, the

most famous of which is the Marble Collegiate Church where Norman Vincent

Peale was pastor for many years). Our delegations include American Christians,

Jews, and Muslims. We have usually been a delegation of 12 or so, but this year

some 30 of us gathered in Lahore for 3 days of dialog made possible by the

University of Management and Technology and then moved on to Islamabad for

another three days of dialog including a day spent at the Defense College where

young people are preparing to be leaders in the Pakistani Army. 

 Pakistan is overwhelmingly Islamic (95%), with Christianity, Buddhism, and

Hinduism making up most of the other 5%.  There were less than 1000 Jews

registered to vote in 2017. So, understandably, our Jewish rabbi delegates get

much of the attention of Islamic students, since the students have seldom if ever

even seen a Jew. They typically have questions about Israel and Palestine and the

rabbis have to explain that it is a complex picture and that not every Jew (whether

Israeli, American, or other) agrees with everything done by Israel. That moves the

conversation to a deeper level where people begin to see each other as people.

They also see how our American Muslim, Jewish and Christian delegates have

become friends, which calls into question their stereo-typical assumptions. 

 We Christians of the delegation also hope that by “humanizing” Christians for our

Pakistani hosts that we are helping foster the eradication of intolerance and

violence against Pakistani Christians found in some parts of Pakistan, especially in

rural areas and the Northwest Territory. The constitution of Pakistan guarantees

religious freedom, but so does the American constitution, yet we see incidents of

mosque-burnings and hate-graffiti scrawled on synagogues in the US. Religious

minorities need solidarity and support wherever they are. 

 I am happy to report that we shared dialogue with more than 600 Pakistani

students this trip, plus a number of others including faculty, members of the military,

and everyday citizens. It is, of course, a “drop in the bucket”, but that’s how such

work most often gets done…a drop at a time. I know I am personally blessed each

time by the experience as I learn more about another people and have my own

stereotypes punctured and my own fears ameliorated by the realization that human

beings have more in common than we are usually willing to acknowledge. This

should come as no surprise, I suppose, since we are all children of God. 



                OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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