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Upcoming Spiritual Growth Opportunities at Central!

September 9, 9:00 - Noon
“O God, who are you?” led by the Rev. Dick Hamm, D.Min. Who is God and how
does God relate to the world and to us as individuals? If God is so good, why is there
evil in the world? Is God all powerful? Questions like these will be addressed in this
seminar. 

September 17 – October 21 
Spiritual Life Groups: “O God, who are you?” Several small groups will be offered
at several locations. You do not have to attend the September 9 class to participate
in one of these groups. These groups feature time for learning, sharing, and
fellowship.

September 24 – October 15, Sundays, after worship
“The Parables”  led by the Rev. Clark Williamson, Ph.D. This class will study
parables selected by Clark, different from last year’s parables.

October 22 - November 19, Sundays, after worship 
“Living with loss: discovering new life,” led by the Rev. Dan Moseley, D.Min. We
all suffer losses. People leave. Jobs end. Dreams die. Hopes evaporate. Love
fades. Life is full of losses of relationships that are important to us. Come gather with
us and let’s share the stories of our losses. In this sharing, we will discover new life
that can follow loss. Together we will explore the spirit that opens us to a new future.

December 17, Sunday, 5:30 – 6:30 pm
“Blue Christmas Worship Service”  All are welcome at this service.  

January 8 – 29, Mondays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Grief Group led by the Rev. Dan Moseley, D.Min. Place to be announced.
This group will seek to help one another deal with loss and grief.

Also remember that the Book Group meets on Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm at the
church and The Lectionary Bible Study Group, led by the Rev. Darrel Crouter, the
Rev. Karen Estle, and the Rev. Judith Wray, Ph.D., meets every Sunday morning in
the Conference Room, 9:00 – 10:00 am.

All these are proudly offered by the Spiritual Growth Ministry Team.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

About a year and a half ago, Central started a visioning process. We drafted a vision
statement and had numerous small group conversations with members and friends
of the congregation. The board appointed a Vision Implementation Team to help us
live into this vision, and that group has been working hard, along with others in the
congregation, on a series of pilots projects of which you are probably aware (transit
signs, an art show, storytelling events, advocacy with our neighbors, Theology on
Tap).

After a year and a half, I wonder how much this vision has taken hold of us and how
much we have lived into it. Is it something we "own?" Is it something we feel
passionate about? Do some parts of it resonate more than other parts? Is there
something missing?

Take a look at it below and see what you think. I'd be curious to know!

This Sunday we wrap up our summer series on creation with a focus on the cosmos.
Hope to see you in our star-studded sanctuary!

Blessings,
Linda

****************
VISION STATEMENT

Our premise:

More people in the world need a community like Central, and the world needs more
people to be part of this kind of community so that they can positively impact the
world.

Our vision:

INCLUDE. ENGAGE. INSPIRE.
Building on the successful growth of our congregation, Central reaches an increasing
number of people with the good news of God's love. Guests encounter a warm and
broad welcome. They find meaningful ways to connect with others and to participate
in ministry that engages their passion. The Holy Spirit nurtures, inspires and
challenges us through rich worship, intentional spiritual growth and life-giving
fellowship.

CENTER ON OUR NEARLY COMMUNITY
As God became flesh and lived among us, Central gives flesh to the good news we
profess by serving the people God has placed in the one-mile radius of our location.
We design activity, service opportunities, care and worship that meet our neighbors
as they are: whether young adults, empty nesters or people who are barely making
ends meet.

EMPOWER A POSITIVE IMPACT BY, WITH AND FOR THE WORLD
As part of a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world, we increasingly reflect
God’s gift of diversity — from the sanctuary to the decision-making tables. As
disciples of Jesus Christ, we form and train effective advocates for justice. A greater
portion of our budget goes outside our walls. We increase our face-to-face contact
with marginalized people, both within and beyond our congregation in encounters
that help all parties live into their God-given potential.

• Reminders About Important Stuff •

Sunday, August 13 - Acolyte Training
After the worship service. If your child is coming, please let Joan Figueroa know
at (joanarelis@gmail.com or 787-410-7666).

What? Advent already?

Summer is not over but it’s time to start planning worship for the season of

Advent, the four weeks leading up to Christmas (this year December 3, 10, 17, and

24). It is a rich season, made richer by the input and ideas of any in the congregation

who would like to participate.  Come to an ini�al brainstorming session following

worship on Sunday, August 20. Refreshments will be served. This is a one-time

commitment, although those who want to continue the planning and implementation

are certainly most welcome to do so!

Did you Know?

Central’s Witness Team wants to
share some information with you at
the beginning of this new church
year. Hopefully you’re on vacation
and have more time to actually read
the church newsletter this week – or
the kids are back in school and you
find some free time for reading!

The Witness Team works on a lot of
outreach ministries in the life of
Central, including:

Food Panty

Free Clothing

Thrift Shop

Green Chalice – ecology

Justice Network – advocacy

on many causes

IndyCAN – faith-based

community organizing

Fair Trade Coffee Cart

Sponsoring Families at

Christmas

Monday Social Worker

Bread for the World Offering

of Letters

Habitat for Humanity

Needles for Love

CROP Walk

Easter Breakfast for the

Community

LGBTQ Advocacy

Refugee Assistance

Economic Justice

Racism

Peace Issues

Over the course of the year, you’ll
hear more about these ministries
and issues. If you have questions, or
if you want to volunteer in a ministry
where you’re really needed, contact
Jennifer Riggs, Witness Team
Leader – riggs.jennifer@att.net or
317-298-0735.

Just to give you a heads up, the
Witness Team has the following
activities coming up this fall:

September 10,17,24 – Shop

for Free – clothing donations

to Free Clothing

October 1 – Harvest lunch

and speaker, sponsored by

Green Chalice

October 29 – Wheeler

Mission lunch and speaker

followed by Concert for a

Cause

November 5,12,19 – Multiple

fund-raising activities for Food

Pantry

Watch the church newsletter for
details on these and other upcoming
events.

Food Pantry Needs

canned fruit

rice

dried beans

canned tuna and chicken

canned vegetables

peanut butter

jelly

Vienna sausages

spaghetti sauce

ketchup and mustard

soup of any kind

your favorite snack

Please place your donations in the

grocery cart in Fellowship Hall.

Thank you for your support!

Events This Weekend

Sunday, August 11

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am. Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am.

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Thrift Store Updates

Please make sure that donated
clothing is clean and in good
repair. 

Please don’t bring anything that
can’t be carried by one person.
A recent TV donation had to be
disposed of through other means
as it was too heavy to carry
downstairs. It was even offered
free to customers with no takers. 

If electronic items have “issues”
please make a note of that. For
instance, if a clock radio will play
music but the alarm doesn’t work,
attach a note. 

We are overstocked on VHS
tapes at this time. You might
consider donating them elsewhere.

We are always in need of men’s
jeans, belts, and shoes.

If you replace your cookware,
please consider donating it to the
Thrift Store. It is always in high
demand.

We also need small appliances
such as irons, toasters, coffee
makers, toaster ovens, etc. These
usually sell quickly.

Saturday volunteers are always
appreciated. We are open the last
Saturday of each month during the
Food Pantry. Your time
requirement would be less than
two hours. Please consider it!

Contact Marcia Phillips at
pmarcia275@aol.com or
317-328-8477 with questions.

• Engaging the Text •

Sermon Text Conversation

Even though Central is moving from
summer schedule to fall schedule,
one pattern remains mostly
constant: we gather as a community
on Sunday morning to worship. We
listen to the scriptures as Pastor
Linda engages us in hearing the
gospel in fresh ways and invites us
to live out the Word in the world, in
our daily lives.

On August 20, we will listen
together to Matthew 15:10-28.
Prepare yourself to hear that word
by checking out the Sermon Text
and the Conversation started for us
by Khaya, Tony and Mary. Find
their reflections on Central's
website.

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday, 8/6/17:

Greeters:

Kathy Riester and Marcia Phillips

Worship Leader: Tom Moit

Children's Moment: Teri Pittman and

Linda McCrae

Children's Leaders: Erin Leraris and
Kate Smanik
Nursery Volunteer: Sarah Murphy
Intergenerational Choir: Will
Hartman, Hazel Yoder Beery,
Karen Sanford, Linda McCrae,
Christina Presley, Sonya Yoder Beery,
Danielle Hartman
Fellowship Hosts: Dawn and Jon

Barnes

Offering Counters: Kerry Armstrong,

Jerry Nickel

Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

8/14 Ron Degges

8/14 Jackie Miller

8/16 Lloyd Wright

8/17 Debbie Abbott and David

Licht*

Community Team
Opportunities

Would you like to help organize
picnics and outings?
Don't you want help bring our Central
community together - to literally
welcome our guests?

Come and be a part of the
Community Team at Central!

We would love for you to join with us
on this team of welcoming visitors,
organizing church picnics and outings,
making sure we have yummy food for
fellowship, sending cards to our family
and so much more! Please let us
know if you are available to help
where you can - Dawn or Jon
Barnes, wienny1@aol.com

Justice Conversations

This fall Centralites of all ages will
be gathering after worship on the
fourth Sunday to explore issues of
faith and justice. We'll begin with a
light lunch in the Community Room
followed by separate gatherings for
youth (grade 5 and up) and adults,
nursery available for younger
children.

The Youth Justice Conversations
will be led by members of our
congregation who have been
involved in justice work and who
have thought seriously about how
faith and justice are related.

August 27: Kerry Armstrong
(with Mary Hayes)
September 24: Sandra
Gourdet (with Kathy
Knoblauch)
October 22: Judith Wray
(assistant TBD)

On August 27, the Central Justice
Network will focus on the topic:
"Rethinking How We Administer
Justice," a presentation on the city's
plans to reform the criminal justice
system in Marion County, including
the plans for a new criminal justice
complex (jail and courthouse).
Topics for September and October
are still being planned.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

August 13 (Cosmos)
Genesis 2:4, Psalm 148

August 20
Matthew 15:10-28

God counts the stars by number,

giving each one a name.

Psalm 147:4 (CEB)

 Disciples Corner

Former or Current Church of Christ

(Disciples of Christ) Members:

James A. Garfield, 20th President

of the United States, and ordained

Disciples minister

Lyndon Baines Johnson, 36th

President of the United States

Ronald Reagan, 40th President of

the United States, baptized into the

Disciples as a youth, and graduated

from the Disciples' Eureka College.

He married Nancy in a Disciples

Church.

Frances McDormand, Oscar-

winning actress

Tom Selleck, actor

John Stamos, actor

 “The Heavens declare the glory of God!” says the Psalmist. The more we know
about the cosmos, the humbler we become, the more we appreciate the fragile gift of
life, the more we appreciate the magnificence of creation. Speaking for myself,
nothing else puts my life in perspective like seeing the rings of Saturn on a cool clear
night or contemplating the age of the universe, some 14 billion years. The conviction
of our Disciples forbearers (e.g. Alexander Campbell) was that the more people
understand the natural world, the more likely they are to be drawn to God. Thus the
sciences have always been part of Disciples’ higher education curriculum. 

But in recent years we have seen some Christians dismiss science and seek to
replace it with self-serving and self-interested views of the world which dismiss what
we have observed through reason, one of God’s gifts to humanity. Such views are
often used to reinforce patriarchy, racial superiority, national dominance, wealth, and
other privileges. These prejudices are usually undergirded by individual passages of
scripture taken out of context, but taken as a whole, and seen in the light of Christ’s
witness, the Bible does not sustain such interpretations. 

Later this month (August 21), there will be a partial eclipse here in Indiana, but some
may want to drive down toward the KY-TN border where the eclipse will be total.
Don’t look directly at the eclipse, even at 100%, without special glasses for the
purpose (available in many places)….not just sun glasses! 

It is becoming harder and harder to see our Galaxy (the Milky Way), and other
wonders of the cosmos because of light pollution resulting from light carelessly
directed upwards instead of toward the ground only. New street lights will soon be
installed in parts of Indianapolis: contact the Mayor’s Action Center and ask them to
be sure the new lights are aimed downward only.                

Watch for announcements of “Star parties” in our area where local amateur
astronomers will be glad to show you wonders through their telescopes. (Let me
know of your interest and I’ll convene an instant Star Party on a clear night on my
observation platform in our backyard.) 

Though some would suggest it, one need not, and should not, choose between
science and religion: each is a tool for understanding and relating to God. Thanks be
to God, the maker of heaven and earth, of all the cosmos, who yet loves us each
one! 

Check out this link to get an idea of the size of things in the cosmos: https://youtu.be
/HEheh1BH34 (skip the ad)

Dick Hamm

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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