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Update from the Personnel Committee

As you know, we are experiencing staff transitions due to the departure of Jill Michel
(Associate Pastor) in May and the retirement of Sandy Heidenreich (Office
Administrator) at the end of June.  During the summer interim period, we have been
blessed by the presence of Linda Bush (Interim Part-time Associate Pastor), Jane
Slattery (Temporary Office Administrator), and a host of church volunteers helping in
the office. Linda Bush will complete her time in this position at the end of
August. Jane will continue with us into the Fall.

The good news is that church member Dawn Barnes has agreed to step into an
interim part-time Associate Pastor role to work with children, youth and
families. Dawn will serve in this role beginning September 1, until the end of
December. Dawn and Jane will help us maintain our ministries this Fall until we are
able to call new full time staff members.

The equally good news is that Personnel Committee has drafted job descriptions and
timelines to call two new full-time staff members to Central, and search committees
for both positions are forming. The Personnel Committee has worked thoughtfully
and deliberately over the spring and summer to reimagine and reconfigure staff
responsibilities in ways we believe will address the changing needs of our
congregation and neighborhood. Our work has been informed by the learnings of the
Vision Implementation Team (VIT) over the past year, and includes creating the new
position of Church Administrator to ensure the smooth operation of church business,
and expanding the responsibilities of the Associate Pastor beyond (but still including)
children, youth and families as the position becomes full time.

The Personnel Committee will continue to keep you posted through this transition
period. 

Verity Jones
Moderator, Chair of Personnel Committee

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

This Sunday we return to our non-summer, most-of-the year schedule for our
children.  Kids ages 3 through 1st grade are invited to leave the sanctuary following
the children's moment and go to the parlor where they will have Worship & Wonder,
a Montessori-based program that encourages children to listen and respond in their
own way to the stories of scripture. Parents are welcome to accompany their children
this Sunday so they may be oriented to this program.

Our children in 2nd to 5th grade are invited also to leave the sanctuary after the
children's moment for Young Disciples, located in the corner room on the balcony
level above fellowship hall.  They will engage in reflection together and return to the
sanctuary for offering and communion.

Remember that all children are always welcome in the sanctuary, and nursery care
with our amazing Ms. Tracy is available for children under the age of 3.

We have a remarkable group of loving, inquisitive, thoughtful, humorous, and kind
kids, and I hope to see many of them -- along with their parents/grandparents
/guardians -- on Sunday.

You'll also notice some changes in our order of worship. The passing of the peace
will be back, and we'll pass the communion trays rather than come forward to receive
the elements.

We've been through another tough week in our country, sparked by the events in
Charlottesville last weekend. The violence and racial divide are heartbreaking, but as
people of color can attest, these things are not new. They are the reality for many,
many people in our country, and have now been brought out into the light in new
ways. I know that Central still has a ways to go in becoming an anti-racist,
pro-reconciling congregation, but I thank God for the desire so many of us feel to
move in that direction. And I look forward to continuing to work together to create the
beloved community where all people can live in freedom, safety, and peace.

Blessings,
Linda

IndyCAN Action on August 30

A budget is a moral document that reflects the priorities of our nation. Before
Indiana's Members of Congress head back to Washington D.C. join us to urge
them to:

Say NO to funding 300 additional prosecutors to lock people up 
Say NO to $5.4 billion to ramp up deportation
Say NO to slashing Medicaid, which insures 1 in 5 Americans, including
30 million children

Invited members of Congress include Senators Joe Donnelly and Todd Young, and
Representatives Andre Carson and Susan Brooks.

As people of faith, we believe in Putting Families First. That means rejecting policies
that perpetuate racialization and hurt families and investing in policies that promote
belonging and strengthen communities.

TAKE ACTION:
FAMILIES FIRST BUDGET ACTION
Wednesday, August 30th, 7pm
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
7243 E 10th St. Indpls. IN 46219

Our members of congress need to hear from as many of us as possible. Make sure
your voice is included.

Greeting Visitors

Do you know how we welcome first-time visitors to Central? Visitors who leave
contact information receive a note from our pastoral staff to say thank you for
visiting, along with a church brochure and an invitation to the Pizza with the Pastors
event.

And now they will also be receiving a letter from our Community Team to say
welcome AGAIN and that we will be making a $5 donation to Week of Compassion,
the relief, refugee and development fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ,
in honor of their visit.

Now if you see a new visitor, give them a third or fourth welcome by introducing
yourself and telling them how happy we are to have them. Let us extend radical
hospitality! 

Community Advocacy Day

Join us on Saturday, August 26th
for our Vision Implementation
Team's Community Advocacy Day
from 10:00 am - 11:30 am.  

Nearly 19,000 households, which
includes veterans, children under
age 5, the differently abled, and the
elderly in Marion County will be
affected if the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) is cut from the FY2018
federal budget.

LIHEAP allows millions of vulnerable
persons to keep the heat on during
cold winters and their homes
cooled during hot summers.

Let's stand with our neighbors
who come to the food pantry and
allow our voices to be heard. 

• Important Events •

On August 27 we are honored to
host Fritz-Gerald Joseph, a
Canadian-Haitian pastor who will be
serving through our Global Ministries
in Morocco. Pastor Joseph will be
participating in a gathering of
mission personnel here in
Indianapolis, which offers the
opportunity to get to know and hear
from people serving around the
world. Please be here to welcome
Fritz-Gerald Joseph on August 27!

*****

In 2015, a group of 13 people from
Central journeyed to Guatemala to
learn from and build relationships
with sisters and brothers in that
country. On September 10 following
worship, we will have a meeting for
those interested in a possible
Guatemala mission trip in 2018.

*****

The first meeting of Central's
General Board will be held on
Thursday, September 14, at
5:30pm.

*****
On September 17 we will have an
all-church potluck dinner in honor of
Sharon Watkins. Sharon has
recently completed 12 years of
outstanding service to our church
and to the world as General Minister
and President of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). Since
she is one of our own members, we
want to celebrate and thank her for
her service. Mark your calendars for
worship and a potluck lunch on
September 17.

Volunteer to help Children
Learn to Read!

ReadUP, a United Way program,
is seeking several hundred
volunteers to tutor children in
reading. Students receiving
50+sessions consistently
outperform their non-ReadUp
peers. 

All it takes is one hour a week to
read with two third grade students
for 30 minutes each; or you can
split weeks with another
volunteer. Visit
www.uwci.org/readup to view the
available schools – over 40
schools in 6 counties surrounding
Indianapolis. All schools have
different ReadUP times throughout
the day. Volunteers can tutor on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or
Thursdays. 

Please contact Abby Toppe (at
Abigail.toppe@uwci.org or
317-921-1217) with any questions.

From Your Witness Team

Events This Weekend

Sunday, August 18

Lectionary Study Group
happens each Sunday at
9am. Join the conversation
about the day's scripture.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am.

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Sermon Text Conversations

What is the "lectionary"? The
Revised Common Lectionary
provides a list of recommended
scripture readings on a three year
cycle, agreed upon by many
Christian traditions. This means that
many Christians around the world
are listening to the same text(s)
being read each Sunday and
preachers will base sermons on
those texts.

For Sunday, August 27, many
Christians will be hearing the gospel
text: Matthew 16:13-20; some will
also hear Psalm 124, Romans
12:1-8 and Exodus 1:8-2:10. Much
of the time preachers from our pulpit
follow the lectionary, but that is not
"required" by Disciples' tradition.

For August 27, two members have
written reflections on Matthew
16:13-20 to start our conversation
about the lectionary text. Find them
on our website and add your own
reflections there.

Deacons Serving in August

Erin Leraris and Ben Nickel
Kathy and Kayla Knoblauch

Pam Senko and Kim Watkins

Food Pantry Needs

canned fruit
rice
dried beans
canned tuna and chicken
canned vegetables
peanut butter
jelly
Vienna sausages
spaghetti sauce
ketchup and mustard
soup of any kind
your favorite snack

Please place your donations in the
grocery cart in Fellowship Hall.
 

Thank you for your support!

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday, 8/13/17:
Greeters: Dawn Barnes, Bill Ball 
Worship Leader: Linda Bush
Children's Moment: Christina Presley
Ladies Ensemble: Linda Bush, Linda
McCrae, Mary Hays, Verity Jones,
Sonya Yoder Beery, Diana Pannell,
Danielle Hartman
Scripture: Marti Steussy
Bells: Vanessa Holloway, Khaya
Barnes, Aly Barnes, Lindsey Nickel

Communion Song: Alex Holloway

Children's Leaders: Erin Learis, Kate
Kozinski
Fellowship Hosts: Calvin & Marilyn
Porter
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane

Thanks also to Chris Tower for the
beautiful "creation" artwork in the
sanctuary.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

8/20 Dick Switzer
8/21 Terry and Carolyn Bradbury*
8/21 Delbert and Phyllis Crocker*

8/22 Rick Lowery and Sharon
Watkins*

8/25 Rick and Wendy Appel*

Thrift Shop Notes

We need donations of clothing, and
small appliances in the Thrift Store
and appreciate your generosity.
However, large electronics like
TV's do not sell and become a
handling problem for the staff.

Large items have to be taken to the
Recycling Company "Recycle Force"
on Mass Avenue where they charge
us a $10 fee because of the toxic
materials in the older large tube
TV's.

Keep in mind what a shopper can
carry from the store. Waffle irons,
yes, please; TV's, no, thank you.

Updates

Maxine Tutterow, mother of Jenny
McAllister, passed away on Sunday
at the age of 86.

Michael Dodds has a new address:
978B Cloverleaf Court, Martinsville,
IN 46151.

Ron Degges will retire on August 31
after serving congregations in
Maryland, Iowa, Delaware, Virginia,
California, and most recently as
President of Disciples Home
Missions.

Michael English is recovering at
home following knee replacement
surgery on Wednesday.

Kimberly Stoddard is being treated
for diverticulitis.

Julia Holloway's mother is having
health issues.

Former members Steve & Twyla
Cecil are moving to Venice, Florida
this week.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

August 20
Matthew 15:21-28

August 27
Matthew16:13-20

             Disciples Corner

PREAMBLE to the Design of the

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

As members of the Christian Church, We

confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son

of the living God, and proclaim him Lord

and Savior of the world.

In Christ’s name and by his grace we

accept our mission of witness and service

to all people.

We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and

earth, and in God’s covenant of love which

binds us to God and to one another.

Through baptism into Christ we enter into

newness of life and are made one with the

whole people of God.

In the communion of the Holy Spirit we are

joined together in discipleship and in

obedience to Christ.

At the Table of the Lord we celebrate with

thanksgiving the saving acts and presence

of Christ.

Within the universal church we receive the

gift of ministry and the light of scripture.

In the bonds of Christian faith we yield

ourselves to God that we may serve the

One whose kingdom has no end. 

Blessing, glory, and honor be to God

forever. Amen.

We are star stuff harvesting
sunlight.

 

Carl Sagan

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs: Men's jeans, New white or black men's socks, Belts
Sweat pants/sweatshirts, New washcloths, Razors, Hotel-size soap & shampoo

OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE IS GROWING!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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