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Report from the Personnel Committee
regarding new staff responsibilities

When Jill Michel announced her departure from Central and Sandy Heidenreich
announced her retirement, the Personnel Committee at Central began a series of
conversations with Senior Pastor Linda McCrae and other church leaders about the
opportunity before us to reconsider overall staffing configurations and
responsibilities. The results of the Spring stewardship campaign made it possible to
increase the Associate Pastor position to full time beginning in 2018.  The committee
consulted with the Vision Implementation Team, the Finance team, and other leaders
to test ideas and gather data.  We put in place strategies for interim staffing and have
been blessed by the work of Linda Bush, Jane Slattery, and Dawn Barnes. 

The committee focused on discerning the church’s future staffing needs, rather than
focusing only on our current staffing needs.  Church participation and worship
attendance have been growing, as have pastoral care needs, program expectations,
and possibilities for new kinds of external and internal ministries.  In addition to the
ministries that currently flourish here (e.g., justice ministries, children’s ministries), we
identified several other key areas that need attention and staff support/leadership,
including: ministry with millennials, small group ministries, integrating new people into
the life of the church, leadership development among members and friends,
establishing operational well-being for church growth, and internal and external
communication. 

The Personnel Committee has proposed and the General Board has approved the
following:

Associate Pastor: This full-time position will continue its focus on children,
youth and families, but additional major areas of responsibility will include
ministry with millennials, small group ministries and integrating new people into
the life of the church. The Associate Pastor will support the other staff who
take the lead on worship, pastoral care, leadership, operational well-being, and
communication.

1. 

Senior Pastor: Linda’s responsibilities as Senior Pastor will largely remain the
same, giving primary leadership to strategic vision, overall staffing (as “head of
staff”), worship, preaching, justice witness and pastoral care. However, she will
directly supervise one to two fewer staff, and she will take on lead
responsibility for enhanced leadership development among members and
friends.

2. 

Church Administrator: This new full-time position will have as its primary focus
ensuring the smooth operation of church business throughout the year, from
developing organizational procedures to managing the church’s
communication program to supporting other staff who take the lead on small
groups and integration. Additionally, the Church Administrator will have
general responsibility for administrative support for the pastoral staff and
church leaders.

3. 

Church Members: In this new staffing scenario, the deep well of gifts and
talents among church members and friends will continue to nourish the life of
the congregation and neighborhood. For example, members of the church
might preach more, offer more “pastoral” care, and volunteer more in the areas
of office and finance and in children’s ministries.

4. 

Search committees for the two vacant positions have also been approved by the
General Board. They are composed of the following people:

Associate Pastor search committee:
Joan Figueroa-Rivera, Sandra Gourdet, Grace Gyori, Verity Jones, Bethany Lowery,
Linda McCrae, Dave Miner, Scott Nickel, Josh Pittman, and Roger Roe

Church Administrator search committee:
Julia Holloway, Robbie Lopez-Shue, Linda McCrae, Bev Neidert, Donna Prince, and
Brian Senninger

Both committees began their work this week sharing hopes about the ways two new
staff can enhance God's ministry here at Central, and beginning to organize the nuts
and bolts of the search process. Please hold these committees and our future staff in
your prayers.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

Kudos to the Personnel Committee for their good work over the past several months,
which is condensed in the above article. Thanks to the moderator, Verity Jones, and
the board for appointing two fine search committees, and to those committee
members for their willingness to serve. It is exciting to envision what lies ahead.

But first...next week (October 2-7) Isaac and I will spend several days in the area of
Bar Harbor, Maine. I have heard for years about the beauty of this part of the world
and look forward to seeing it for myself with time to relish in the changing colors of
autumn, walk on the beach, and appreciate whatever delights and mysteries are held
in that place.

If a pastoral need should arise while I'm away, please contact the elder on call, Linda
Kirchhoff (lkirchhoff@netzero.net) or Dawn Barnes (cyf@indyccc.org). Thank you to
them and to all of you who carry out ministry day to day, week to week.

And still closer, this Sunday we celebrate World Communion Sunday, a day to
experience communion in the context of the global community of faith. We remember
that we are part of a whole body of believers, whether we worship in a grand
cathedral or a mud hut. At Central, we will give thanks as we anticipate the banquet
feast when all God's children will gather around a single table. Hope to see you
there!

Blessings,
Linda

• This and That •

We are in the midst of  the Light a Candle for Children Prayer Vigil. This week's focus
is: John 6:9-11, Be an Example of Hope.

On Sunday we presented Bibles to our second graders. If by chance we missed
your second grader, please let us know at cyf@indyccc.org.

As our sanctuary fills up on Sunday mornings, don't forget to move to the middle.
This leaves seating on the aisles for latecomers and new people. Thanks!

Events This Weekend

Saturday, September 30

Food Pantry
Lydia Brasher's Memorial
Service at 1pm in the
sanctuary

Sunday, October 1

Lectionary Study Group
happens each Sunday at
9am. Join the conversation
about the day's scripture.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am.
Parables class at 12pm in
the conference room
Harvest Dinner at 12pm in
the Community Room
Taize Service at 5pm in the
santuary

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Want to attend a Colts game this
season?  The Colts are hosting a

Faith and Football event
on November 26th during the 1
pm game against the Tennessee
Titans.  Tickets are $67 per seat
(with a minimum group of 10) and
includes a game ticket, post-game
field access, group recognition on
the scoreboard during the game
and a group photo opportunity.  If
you are interested in purchasing
tickets, please contact Jon Barnes
at jbarnes@helmdisciples.org with
the number you would like. If there
is interest enough to get 10 or
more tickets, we will order them
through the Colts group sales.

Welcome!

A warm welcome to our new
members who joined this past
Sunday:

Nick, Greta, Eliana and Max Slater
have been connected to the Central
community for many years. Nick is
an architect and Greta is a professor
of social work at Ball State. Eliana is
in 6th grade and Max is in 4th. Their
brother Chase is in college.

Shop for Free!
THANK YOU!
 

To each of you that shopped for
our Free Clothing Ministry or
provided funds so others could
shop, we want to express our
deepest thanks!  Please remember
that while this special shopping
campaign is over, we will continue
to need those things you can
donate throughout the year.
 
We also want to take this moment
to thank all our volunteers in the
Free Clothing Ministry.  Mindy
Hamm is the coordinator of that
ministry, and she has been assisted
by Jean Brandenburg, Caroline
Fisher, Stephanie Reinert, and
Clark Williamson.  We also want to
lift up Lydia Brasher, a long-time
volunteer in the Free Clothing
Ministry who passed away last
week.
 
Because it takes 3 volunteers to be
present each week in order to open
the doors to those in need of
clothing, we also want to thank our
new volunteers who have just
agreed to start helping in the Free
Clothing Ministry.  They are
Carolyn Bradbury, Durwin Griggs,
and Keith Watkins.
 
Thank you volunteers, for
representing all of us at Central as
we seek to respond to the clothing
needs of our neighbors!

"Everyone Has a Story"

This is the premise behind the
invitation to give to Reconciliation
Ministry, a program of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) that
helps the church practice faithfulness
with regard to the elimination of
racism. The offering will be received
at Central on October 1.

When we take time to share our
stories we realize we are more alike
than we are different. Giving to
Reconciliation Ministry funds
programs that provide the
knowledge, relationships and tools
to end discriminatory practices that
break the heart of God. When we
work to be reconciled to another and
each to God, we are the living story
of Christ.
 

In the Community

A regional World Communion
Sunday celebration will be held on
Sunday, October 1, at 4pm at
Westview Christian Church, 5924 W.
34th St. Our special guests will be
our Congolese friends and partners
Jean Robert Likuwo and Rosette
Matezolo. Jean Robert and Mama
Rosette will be visiting Indiana from
September 30 to October 16.

Indy Festival of Faiths will take
place on Sunday, October 15, from
1-5pm. This is the largest
celebration of our diverse faith
community in Central Indiana. Have
a walk over after church to the
Veterans Memorial Plaza and join
hundreds of local congregations to
celebrate, explore and share in
"Sacred Migrations ~ Sacred
Journeys."

• Engaging the Text •

We all deal with challenging texts in
different ways, which leads to rich
conversation and a reminder about

why we need each other. Such
diversity also highlights why Bible

study within community is more likely
to open us to Holy Spirit at work,

both in the text and in the
community. Check out the text and

conversation for the October 8
sermon on our website. Be inspired

by Gina, Ann and Dan. Add your
insights and questions as well.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

October 1
Exodus 17:1-7

October 8
Matthew 21:33-46

For the YOUTH of it

All children and youth are invited to
join together at the Stony Creek
Farm on Saturday, October 14,

2017. We will meet there at
10:30am and have snacks/lunch
and a hayride out to the pumpkin

patch together. There are many fun
activities for kids so we can hang out
as long as each of us can. It will be
a fun time to be together for those

who can come! For more information
and costs of the activities/food see

their website at:
http://www.stonycreekfarm.net/. For
any questions or more information

contact Dawn Barnes
(cyf@indyccc.org). 

From Green Chalice...
Just a Reminder

Our Creation Care Team invites all
to share in a pitch-in Harvest
Dinner this Sunday, October 1,
after worship.
 
Please bring a dish to share, with
extra for our guests, if possible,
and thank you for helping to keep
our celebration “green” by bringing
reuseable tableware for your family.
 
During our speakers’ program,
children’s activities and nursery
care will be available.
 
If there is still room in the basket
you are bringing, please also
remember to bring cardboard rolls
from toilet paper and paper towels
for the kids’ Art Room project. 
 
To learn more about our speakers
see www.teterorganicfarm.com or
www.facebook.com/Teter Organic
Farm.

Who's My Elder?

The Central community is divided
into care groups under the care of
an elder. Most of the groups are
defined alphabetically (by last name)
while one group is defined by age
(millennials). Below are the groups
with the corresponding elder.

Abbott/Licht through Biggs:
Carolyn Bradbury

Bomer through Casbarro:
Bob Riester

Cerimele through Dudley:
Donna Prince

Dykstra through Gardner:
Scott Nickel

Gifford through Henning
Deborah Butt

Hernandez through Jones/Wagnon
Rick Appel

Joy through Mace
Sue Allgood

Mang through Moseley
Kerry Armstrong

Murphy through Riley
Kent Cook

Robinson through Singer
Dick Hamm

Siscoe through Wagnon
Linda Kirchhoff

Millennials (age 21-35)
Dave Miner

Pizza with the Pastor

If you are new at Central, please join
Linda McCrae following worship on
Sunday, October 10.

This monthly event is an opportunity
for informal conversation with the
pastor and with others who are new
to the congregation.

Meet in the Community Room on the
lower level about 15 minutes after
the service.

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday, 9/24/17:
Greeters: Dan & Deb Moseley
Worship Leader:  Scott Nickel
Chimes and Lighting of the
Candles: Ruth Beery and Nate
Marcus
Children's Moment: Linda McCrae
Young Disciples: Jon Barnes and
Elaine Brunner
Worship & Wonder: Robbie
Schmidt and Mary Hays
Offering Counters: Steve Martz
and Chuck Brandenburg
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Matthew Casbarro, Jim & Oletta
Keown, Linda Kirchhoff, Jennifer
Riggs, Fran van Maaren, Theresa
Weaver

Central’s Connection Team seeks to 
bring together those interested in
greeting cards creation with a need
at Central. Currently our pastors,
staff and volunteers use one
preprinted, all purpose card for
correspondence. The need for other
options has arisen. A small group
opportunity will be offered this fall for
those interested in making cards for
church use. Supplies have been
purchased, assistance will be
provided and all are welcome.

Also, a second personal use card
making class will also be offered in
early November. Watch for details.

If you are interested in knowing
more about these programs please
contact Teri Pittman at
terisue.pr@gmail.com or Deborah
Moseley at
deborah.moseley@att.net

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

10/2  Rick McConnaughhay
10/5  Valerie DeWeese

10/5  Ben Leararis
10/5  Pamela Parker
10/6  Howard Bowers

10/6  Bill Gabbert
10/8  Sue Switzer

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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