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Winter Shelter Update

The General Board met on Monday, October 30, 2017 and voted to move forward
in good faith to work with Wheeler Mission to provide overflow shelter for
homeless men in the months of January and February, the coldest months of the
year. Cal Nelson, the Chief Program Officer at Wheeler Mission, met with us to
offer background and answer questions.  During November, the Board will
explore several questions about health and cleanliness, looking for the best ways
to offer hospitality to our neighbors who are struggling with homelessness while
also caring for all the people who use the church building regularly.  The Board
will discuss this topic again at its December 7 meeting. 

In the meantime, while considering all of this, if we do host homeless men from
Wheeler Mission in our gym each night during January and February, we will
need to determine how many volunteers we have who could spend a night, one
night a week.  Volunteers will stay awake all night, and should plan to be there
from about 8PM to 7AM.  Both women and men are needed as volunteers! 
Central volunteers will receive a training prior to January and will be given
instructions by Wheeler each night.  If you can be one of Central’s volunteers
please get your name added to our list by contacting Jennifer Riggs at
riggs.jennifer@att.net or see her after church on Sunday in the Fellowship Hall. 
She will be carrying a sign!

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

This Sunday we observe All Saints Day, a day to remember and celebrate people
who have brought joy, love, and meaning to our lives. We remember in particular
those who have died, celebrating the bond between the living and the dead, and
this year at Central we'll be remembering two members who have died during the
past year:

Lydia Brasher was well known in our congregation, having been a member for
more than 20 years. She served here as a deacon, elder, secretary of the
Christian Women's Fellowship group, church librarian, and for years in our free
clothing ministry. In recent years many of her contributions were behind the
scenes: folding bulletins, writing cards, visiting people, picking up trash, noticing
things that needed to be done. Her faithfulness was often behind  the scenes, but
it was extravagant. It was understated but constant. It was not flashy, but it shone
light into dark corners. Lydia's actions knit us together and strengthened the
fabric of our community.

Enos Nelson died on October 9 at the age of 92. He joined the congregation
recently and most of us did not have the opportunity to get to know him. Enos
was a minister, a housing advocate, a hardware store owner, a woodworker, a
father, a husband, and more. He had a great sense of humor and adventure. In
their 80s, he and his wife would set off on long car trips with no set plans or
reservations made. Enos loved the out of doors, flowers, and talking with people.
He had a heart for those who were usually ignored or exploited.

On Sunday we'll light a candle for these two, and we'll all have an opportunity to
light a candle in memory of those who have embodied God's love in our lives.
Please join us for this special service -- after your extra hour of sleep (turn your
clocks back an hour before you go to bed!).

Blessings,
Linda

Rediscovering Our Unity in Christ

500 years ago, on October 31, 1517, the day before All Saints Day, a 33-year-old

German priest and Bible scholar named Martin Luther posted a list of topics that he

hoped church leaders would debate in a theological conference. Although that

conference didn’t take place, the issues have been debated by church people ever

since. The first of Luther’s statements—“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ

said, ‘Repent,’ He willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance”—and the

central theological topic—justification by grace through faith—seem proper enough.

Yet Luther’s action immediately became controversial because an underlying theme

throughout the entire list of 95 topics was the relationship between religion, money,

and power.

In Luther’s time, the Catholic Church was the primary unifying institution in the

western world. New powers were arising, however, that were reshaping the political,

economic, cultural, and religious character of this part of the world. One result of

Luther’s efforts to reform this one church was the emergence of new churches

—Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican, Mennonite, Methodist, Baptist, and many more.

Whereas Christians around the western world had formerly been united, able to

share in worship and witness with Christians everywhere, no longer was this

possible.

During the past several decades, Christians everywhere have been increasingly

active in efforts to heal the breaches that separate us from one another. We are

persuaded that it is Christ’s will that we live together in mutual love and communion.

We are convinced that our ability to minister to the world in Christ’s name will be

greatly enhanced when we can meet around Christ’s table regardless of where we

were baptized and irrespective of variations in our understandings of the gospel and

churchly practices.

It seems only right that Lutherans and Roman Catholics are active participants in this

process.  A series of international conferences have enabled these churches to

reach “a differentiated consensus” on many issues that have kept them apart. They

have identified ideas on which they are agreed and have defined topics still to be

resolved. Following the lead of Catholics and Lutherans, other churches, including

the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are engaged in significant dialogues.

Although these conversations have moved us much closer together, we still are

separated in ways that fall short of the oneness that Christ intends for the church and

the world.  

We can rejoice that progress is being made in overcoming some of the long-standing

divisions, especially those caused by race, gender, culture, language, and

nationality. At the same time, other divisions that have long existed, including

doctrines and practices related to the church itself, worship at the Lord’s table, and

the ministry, still resist reconciliation.

The best way to commemorate the beginning of the Protestant movement 500 years

ago is to renew our commitment to work for the recovery of the oneness of the

church, here in our own community and everywhere around the world. 

Keith Watkins

October 31, 2017

Events This Weekend

Sunday, November 5

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am. Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am

Fellowship time follows

worship.

'Living with Change and

Loss' at 12pm in the

conference room

Children's Christmas

musical rehearsal at 12pm in

the choir room

Community Team at 12pm in

the parlor

Handbell Rehearsal at 12pm

in room 202

Pizza with the Pastor at

12pm in the community room

Nursery care is available

until 1:30

Taize Service at 5 pm in the

sanctuary

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Food Pantry Fundraising

This year Central’s food pantry

has served an average of 53

households per month,

representing an average of 109

persons.

We see new faces each time we

are open, and many of them tell us

that this is the first time they have

ever been to a food pantry.

Food for the pantry comes from

donations of food brought to

church each Sunday, from a

November food drive by

Speedway Christian Church each

year, from free produce donated

by the Indianapolis Fruit Company

(valued at about $700 per month),

and from food we purchase from

Gleaner’s, Aldi’s, and other

groceries (cost of about $400 each

month). Your donations will make

this purchase of food possible!

For the next three Sunday’s, we

will be raising funds to support

Central’s Food Pantry in the

following ways:

*Buy a Thanksgiving decoration

for your home made by the kids of

the church – suggested range of

donation is $5 to $20.

*Buy handmade Christmas and

All-Occasion cards - Donation of

$15 for 12 cards.

*Win a $100 gift certificate to your

grocery store - Donation of $5 gets

you onechance to win.

(Remember the Food Pantry when

you spend the gift certificate you

win!

*Bid on a food or food-related item

in a silent auction. We have

decorated Christmas cookies,

several pies, scones, noodles,

brittle, dinner at both pastor’s

houses, a cookbook, custom-

made spices, fresh eggs,

cinnamon rolls, and pumpkin

bread to bid on. Most items will be

delivered at a time agreed on by

the one donating it and the lucky

high bidder.

The winner of the grocery gift

certificate and the highest bidders

on all the silent auction items will

be announced at the Thanksgiving

Dinner, but you don’t have to be

present to win.

Thank you

A heartfelt thank you to my church
family for your cards and prayers
during my recent hospitalization
and recovery at home.  Your love
lifted me up!
-- Anne Maschmeyer

Food Pantry Update

In October the food pantry
served 61 households
representing 118 individuals.  Of
those individuals, 7 were ages 5
and under, 14 were over the age
of 65, and 15 were Veterans.  We
continue to see a lot of new faces
each month and many are very
hungry and appreciate the
refreshments that Marilyn Porter
serves them. 

Gleaners food bank has told us
that their donations are down so
many items are difficult to get. 

Presently we need dried beans,
soup of any kind, low sodium
items, boxes of macaroni and
cheese, spaghetti sauce, and
bars of bath soap.  Of course we
will accept any donation that you
would like to give. 

We are also making up snack
bags that are given out to people
who come to the office and
indicate that they are hungry and
have no way to cook a meal. 
Items that we use in those bags
are bottled water, snack
crackers, raisins, individual sized
containers of fruit, granola bars,
and Vienna sausages.  Those
items also would be appreciated. 

Please place your donations in
the grocery cart in Fellowship
Hall. 

Thank you for your continued
support of the food pantry.

• Engaging the Text •

As we read early Christian texts,
we ask ourselves both, "what was
going on in the early churches that
would give reason for writing this
text?" and "to what in my life and
the world today does this text
speak?" On Central's website read
reflections by Kent and Brent and
join in the conversation about 1
Thessalonians 4:13-18, the text
from which Pastor Linda plans to
preach on November 12, 2017.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

11/3  Sandy Michael-Bowers
11/3  Clark Williamson

11/4  Deborah Butt
11/4  Pamela Senko
11/6  Michael Dodds
11/6  Chris Dorsey

11/6  Sandra Gourdet
11/7  Jean Brandenburg

11/7  Kathy Riester
11/8  Robin Beery

Merry Christmas! Ok, it's a bit early

on the greeting. But, the Thrift

Store will be having its Christmas

Open House on November 20 to

kick off our holiday sale.

While you’re going through your

Christmas decorations to see what

you no longer need (we all do that

in October, don’t we?!), set aside

the castoffs and bring them to

church. We sell all things

Christmas—trees, ornaments,

candles, books, wreaths,

sweaters, nativity scenes, stuffed

Santas, angels, lights, place mats,

tinsel, napkins, garland, toys, tins,

bells—even partridges in pear

trees!

We already have quite a stash of

holiday items, but we can always

use more.

So, what are you waiting for?

Start sorting!

• Pizza with the Pastor •

If you are new at Central, please
join Linda McCrae following
worship this Sunday, November 5.

This monthly event is an
opportunity for informal
conversation with the pastor and
with others who are new to the
congregation.

Meet in the Community Room on
the lower level about 15 minutes
after the service.

COME JOIN US

“Living with Change and
Loss” is a group that is
gathering for several weeks
following worship on Sunday. 
Dan Moseley is facilitating the
group that is exploring ways of
grieving the losses that occur
in the changes of our lives. We
began two Sundays ago and
will continue for two more
weeks. You are invited to join
us even if you missed the
previous sessions.  We will
review last week’s
conversation and dig more
deeply into the ways we can
live in the empty space of loss
in a way that opens us up to a
new future.  Come join us
this Sunday, November 5.

This and That

Fellowship hosts are needed for

several upcoming Sundays,

including the one that's just two

days away! If you're able to help

this Sunday, please contact

Marilyn Porter at

c.m.porter@att.net. Sign up for

upcoming Sundays on the list in

fellowship hall. Snacks and drinks

for fellowship time are provided.

Earlier this year Central hosted the

Herron Senior Art Show for

seniors at Herron Art School

(IUPUI). It was a rousing success

with much interest shown in our

historic building as well as the

artwork displayed. We would like

to host a similar show in the spring

of 2018, but we need someone (or

someones) who would be

interested in leading this effort.

Robin Miner

(robinjminer@gmail.com)

organized the show this year, and

can answer questions. With the

success of this year's event, it

would be great if we could

continue providing the venue for

these students to show off their

work.

Child Protection Training

The Child Protection Team will be
presenting a training for all
members who work with our
children. We ask that all Parents,
Elders, Members of the Care
Giving Team, and anyone working
with our children and youth attend
this vital training. According to our
policy here at Central everyone
working with our children (Worship
and Wonder, Young Disciples,
Exploring Faith, Nursery, etc)
should have a background check
and have attended this training.
The training will be led by the Child
Protection Team members on
Sunday, November 12 after
worship and will only be 1 hour
long. 

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday,
10/29/17:
Greeters: Keith Watkins and Deb
Moseley
Acolytes: Riley Lopez-Shue and
Nate Marcus
Worship Leaders:  Miki
Mathioudakis
Children's Moment: Julie Miller
Young Disciples:  Jon Barnes
and Bev Knight
Worship and Wonder:  Debbie
Abbott & David Licht
Special Music:  Roger Roe, Jeff
Nelsen and R. Kent Cook
Nursery Helper: Robin Beery 
Offering Counters: Steve Martz
and Maureen McCrae
Fellowship Host: Kathy & Bob
Riester
Audio Technician:  Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Matthew Casbarro, Oletta Keown,
Linda Kirchhoff, Jennifer Riggs,
Theresa Weaver, and Lucy
Williams

Attention CTS Alumni...

You are invited to join members of

the Christian Theological

Seminary  community in crafting

an Action Plan as part of its three

year Green Seminary

Certification program (Fall 2016-

Spring 2019). The seminary is

committed to making progress in

these five areas: Education;

Liturgy, Ritual and Worship;

Buildings and Grounds;

Community Life; Public Leadership

Meetings will be held on the next

two Tuesdays (Nov. 7 and 14) from

4:15-5:30 in Room 122.

For more information contact

Felicity Kelcourse at

fkelcourse@cts.edu

Thanksgiving Around the
World!

Join us Sunday, November
19 for a Thanksgiving meal
together after worship. This year
we give thanks for places, friends
and family near and far, for it is
this community that brings us all
together as the body of Christ.
Bring your favorite dish from
America, China, South Africa,
Guatemala or any other place
that has touched your life and for
which you give thanks! Bring
extra dishes to share as we
gather around the table. If you
are willing to help set up or clean
up please contact Dawn Barnes
(cyf@indyccc.org).

UPCOMING PREACHING TEXTS

November 5
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13

November 12
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Faith and Football

Want to attend a Colts game this

season?  The Colts are hosting a

Faith and Football event

on November 26th during the 1

pm game against the Tennessee

Titans.  Tickets are $67 per seat

(with a minimum group of 10) and

includes a game ticket, post-game

field access, group recognition on

the scoreboard during the game

and a group photo opportunity.  If

you are interested in purchasing

tickets, please contact Jon Barnes

atjbarnes@helmdisciples.org with

the number you would like. If there

is interest enough to get 10 or

more tickets, we will order them

through the Colts group sales.

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's
jeans, bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks,
tote bags

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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