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HAPPY THANKSGIVING...
...From your church staff and leadership.

Enjoy and give thanks!

(The church building will be closed both Thursday and Friday.)

A Note from Linda
Dear friends,

.

What a wonderful and numerous crowd we had in worship on Sunday, and at our

Thanksgiving meal afterward. Many thanks to our guest preacher, Whittney Murphy,

all of our worship and music leaders, the great crew led by Dawn Barnes that hosted

our meal, and our storytellers Gina Cerimele, Aly Barnes, and Clark Williamson.

The "numerous" aspect of Sunday's gathering has us thinking about seating in the

sanctuary during Advent, when typically we have more people in worship. We are

exploring some options for adding chairs, and also want to encourage you to move to

the middle of the pew, leaving places on the aisles for latecomers. If you need to be

on the end, that's fine -- but please be aware of people who are arriving and invite

them to step past you. In terms of parking, remember that you may park in the

Goodyear parking lot (north or south of their building) or on the streets around the

church.

What a great "problem" to have that our pews are filling up! It is a great joy to share

the gospel and community with more and more of our neighbors. I'm thankful to all of

us for our part in extending a welcome to those we don't yet know.

Blessings,

Linda

Advent Preview...Be Not Afraid!

The whole world is a very narrow bridge.
And the most important thing is not to be afraid.

--Rabbi Nachman of Breslov

Advent is a time of preparation!  Join us on Saturday December 2 to help “Deck
The Halls” and prepare for the Advent and Christmas seasons. This multi-
generational event will be fun and inspiring for all. From 10:00am-2:00pm, we will
spend time together decorating and making art projects for worship. Youth will
also work on a service project for the food pantry. Lunch is included!

Our worship theme for Advent is “Be Not Afraid.” We will practice this with bold
decorations and festive preparations.

Join us for the following events to “Activate Advent” in your life!

December 3, First Sunday of Advent: HOPE
10:30am -- Morning worship
5:00pm -- Special Advent Taizé Service. Celebrate Advent with special songs
and meditations focusing on Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.

December 10, Second Sunday of Advent: PEACE
10:30am -- Morning worship
After worship -- Art projects for all ages in the gym until 2:00

December 17, Third Sunday of Advent: JOY
10:30 am -- Children’s Christmas Musical: Miracle at The Christmas Café
5:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Service

December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent: LOVE
10:30am -- Morning worship
5:30pm and 7:30pm -- Christmas Eve services

Activate Advent Visual Elements
In keeping with our theme "Be Not Afraid," visual art elements for Advent this
year will be bright, fun, even celebratory. The idea starts as a reference to
colorful Latin American street fairs. Week by week the sanctuary will be
festooned with large paper sculptures, similar to piñatas, in red, green and
purple, as well as “papel picado” which are colorful pieces of paper with cut-outs,
(similar to prayer flags.) Even on a year when we are trying to be positive and
focus on not being afraid, we like to include a way for the congregation to
express their prayers, thoughts, etc. that become part of the fiber of the art work.
There will be strips of paper each week in Fellowship Hall for everyone to write
thoughts and prayers on which will then become part of the piñatas. In addition,
there will be colorful pieces of paper inserted weekly in your bulletin so you can
write more personal prayers or concerns. These will be turned into the papel
picado which will hang above us. Your personal thoughts and prayers will be an
important part of the artwork, but will remain private. The artwork will culminate
on Christmas Eve!
~Chris Tower

Activate Advent Musical Elements
The different seasons of worship allow us to experience the Divine in unordinary
ways. Sometimes those experiences are comforting, like a favorite song or carol,
and sometimes those ways are uncomfortable, like extended silence allowing
ourselves to focus on our prayer. Sometimes, the experiences inspire us or excite
us. Music is often a huge part of the thin spaces that we experience with God.
During this summer’s General Assembly festivities, I was inspired by the opening
of worship every evening. The percussionist of the band played a rousing beat on
several types of drums. It was earthy, and resonated in every cell of my body. It
inspired me to cheer a hearty, “Amen!” and to set my heart on what was before
us: worship. That experience inspired me to plan a special “introit” to worship for
the season of Advent. Each week during Advent, we will begin the service with a
drum circle. Many of you have experienced this type of music making before. I
hope to offer a bit of the overwhelming feeling of spirit and joy through this. Each
week, we will have a leader to help walk participants through. Any participant
should plan on meeting in the sanctuary at 9:45 each Sunday you can
participate. If you have your own percussion instruments, please feel free to bring
them. If not, we have a few available for your use. Anyone who would like to play
is welcome to come! No previous musical or drum experience necessary.
~Danielle Hartman

Events This Weekend

Sunday, November 26

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am. Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am

Fellowship time follows

worship.

Associate Pastor Listening

Session at 12pm in the

conference room

Exploring Faith at 12pm in

the parlor

Children's Christmas

musical rehearsal at 12pm in

the choir room

Nursery care is available until

1:30pm

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Associate Pastor Search
Update

What does our church want in
an Associate Pastor?  Help the
Search Committee find out by
attending an upcoming listening
session.

Calling a new Associate Pastor is
an opportunity for the church to
think about who we are and what
we want to do and be in the future.
We have planned several
opportunities for you to share your
thoughts with the Search
Committee about what is important
to you regarding our pastoral
leadership.  We hope you will
attend at least one session:

Everyone:           
Sunday, November 26, 12:00 –
Open Session for all members and
friends
Conference Room. Snacks
provided.

Sunday, December 3, 12:00 –
Open Session for all members and
friends
Community Room. Lunch available
after worship.

Parents:  
Sunday, December 3, 12:00 – For
all parents, but especially those
with younger children
Parlor. Lunch available in
Community Room after worship.
Note that many children will be
practicing the Christmas musical
during this time.

Youth: 
Sunday, December 3, immediately
after worship – For young people,
5th grade and older
Room 205b. Grab lunch in the
Community Room right after
worship and take it upstairs for the
session.  You’ll be finished in time
to practice the Christmas musical.

• Engaging the Text in
Community 

Advent is soon upon us. A new
Church Year begins and we listen
to strange texts about "the Son of
Man coming in clouds."
On December 3, Pastor Linda will
be preaching on Mark 13:24-37, so
we begin a conversation on
Central's website with that text by
listening to Sarah, Mark and
Nathan's reflections on these
verses: "watch and pray," "take
one bite at a time," and "persistent
patience." These bits of advice
invite us to enter Advent with
anticipation. . . and action. May it
be so.

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday,
11/19/17:
Greeters: Karen Estle, Robbie,
Jim, & Riley Lopez-Shue
Acolytes: Lindsey Nickel and
Vanessa Holloway
Worship Leader:  Sandra
Gourdet
Children's Moment: Bonnie
Bomer
Young Disciples:  Bev Knight and
Kimberly Stoddard
Worship and Wonder:  Julie
Miller and Mary Hays
Nursery Helpers:  Elaine Brunner
& Scott Nickel
Offering Counters: Elaine
Brunner and Karen Sanford
Fellowship Host: Miki
Mathioudakis
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Carolyn Bradbury, Matthew
Casbarro, Dian Clay, Mindy
Hamm, Oletta Keown, Linda
Kirchhoff, and Marcia Phillips

UPCOMING PREACHING TEXTS

November 26
Matthew 25:31-46

December 3
Mark 13:24-37

Last Chance to Sign
up for Tour!

Central has scheduled 2 tours

of Wheeler Mission this

coming Tuesday, November

28th.

One tour is at 10:00am and

the second at 6:00pm.

To sign up, email Jennifer

Riggs at riggs.jennifer@att.net or

see

her at church on Sunday. You

will be informed of others

in your tour group so you can

car pool from the church if you

wish. This tour will be very

helpful in your understanding

of how Wheeler Mission

responds to homeless men in

our city.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

11/24  Linda McCrae and Bev
Knight*

11/25  Nic and Marti Steussy*
11/26  Cito Wyatt

11/30  Kim Spencer

Food Pantry Thank You!

Thank you to all who participated
in our Food Pantry Fundraising.
We’re thrilled to report that we
raised almost $1550. This will be
enough to purchase the extra food
we need for four months!

Thank you to all who helped with
the fundraising efforts:

* The kids and Chris Tower who
made the great turkey decorations!
* Beth Saremba and friends who
made the handmade cards!
* Those who donated items to the
Silent Auction: Debbie Abbott and
David Licht, The Barnes, Jean
Brandenburg, Gina Cerimele,
Caroline Fisher, Mary Hays, Julia
Holloway, Mindy Hamm, Warren
Lynn, The McCrae/Knight’s, Linda
Patrick, Marilyn Porter, Bob
Riester, Jennifer Riggs, Lloyd
Wright, and Candace Boyd
Wylie!
* Those who worked the selling
tables: Jean and Chuck
Brandenburg, Sandy Heidenreich,
Jim and Oletta Keown, Bev Knight,
Beth Saremba, Mary Schilling, and
Chris Tower!
* And the biggest thank you
goes to Jean Brandenburg who
heads up the Food Pantry and
to all those who volunteered in
some capacity in the Food
Pantry during 2017: Rick Appel;
Jay Arend and Patrick Siscoe;
John, Dawn, Aly, and Khaya
Barnes; Don Biggs; John Bitter;
Carolyn Bradbury; Chuck
Brandenburg; Lee Brunner; Becky
Cline; Jeannie Csire; Jamie Fox;
Tamaisa Green; Durwin Griggs;
Kathy and Kayla Knoblauch;
Erin Leraris; David Licht; Robin
and Dave Miner; Dan and Deb
Moseley; Marilyn and
Calvin Porter; Stephanie Reinert;
Mary Rinehart; Roger Roe; Beth
Saremba; and Beth White and
Nate Marcus.

For those of you that missed it,
Deborah Butt won the drawing for
the $100 grocery certificate!

Holiday Concert:

Seasonal Celebrations

Sunday, December 10, 2017 

5-7pm

Indianapolis Artsgarden

110 W Washington St

Central folks will gather at 4:45pm

to hear our own Patrick Siscoe play

in this holiday concert. Come and

look for other Centralites just

outside the entrance for

this free community event. FB

Event at:

https://www.facebook.com/

events/141208963185752/

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's
jeans, bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks,
tote bags

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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