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ACTIVATE ADVENT...

It begins tomorrow (Saturday) at 10am, when we'll meet at the church to prepare
for the Advent and Christmas seasons. This multi-generational event promises to
be fun and inspiring for all. We will spend time together decorating and making
art projects for worship. Youth will also work on a service project for the food
pantry. Lunch is included!

We will "Activate Advent" from 10am to 2pm. Join in for part or all of the time.
Your hands, heart and creativity are needed!

The rest of the Advent schedule is as follows:

December 3, First Sunday of Advent: HOPE
10:30am -- Morning worship
5:00pm -- Special Advent Taizé Service. Celebrate Advent with special songs
and meditations focusing on Hope, Peace, Love and Joy.

December 10, Second Sunday of Advent: PEACE
10:30am -- Morning worship
After worship -- Art projects for all ages in the gym until 2:00

December 17, Third Sunday of Advent: JOY
10:30 am -- Children’s Christmas Musical: Miracle at The Christmas Café
5:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Service

December 24, Fourth Sunday of Advent: LOVE
10:30am -- Morning worship
5:30pm and 7:30pm -- Christmas Eve services

A Note from Linda
Dear friends,

.

Last week we received the exciting news that our application for a matching grant

from the Center for Congregations, through their Community Ministry Grant program,

was approved. This grant will provide almost $7000 to further Central's efforts begun

last year to connect more intentionally in and with the neighborhood around our

building. It will allow us to host two art shows next year, delve further into storytelling

events, host s'mores events and luncheons to connect people in our neighborhood,

create opportunities for spiritual conversations with young adults, and continue

developing our ministry through the labyrinth and Concerts with a Cause. In order to

connect more effectively, we'll engage with some folks who can help us in our use of

social media and relationship-building. All this, we hope and pray, will strengthen the

fabric of our neighborhood and connect us in ways that are based on love and

justice.

In the phone call that told us this good news, the project director called our

application "beautiful" and "inspiring." It's easy to lose sight of those qualities when

we're in the midst of the details of organizing events and putting together

applications, so I was thankful to hear her perspective. It really is both beautiful and

inspiring to work with all of you to build the kind of community we envision both within

and beyond our congregation. It's all too rare in our world.

Many people had a hand in this grant application. I especially thank the team that

worked on it directly, made up of Sandra Gourdet, Dave Miner, Robin Miner, and

(until her westward departure!) Jill Cameron Michel. Good work, all!

Advent begins on Sunday, and the gospel lesson in Matthew 13 urges us repeatedly

to "keep alert." As I hold this message alongside our overall Advent theme of "Be Not

Afraid," the question I'm wrestling with is: How can we stay alert but not be afraid?

Hope to see you in worship on Sunday as we worship God through the music, art,

and message of Advent.

Blessings,

Linda

Christmas Alternative Giving

This is the time of year when we get bombarded with advertisements

and incentives to buy… buy…buy. But many of us want to find an

alternative to buying “things,” especially for friends and relatives who

already have everything they really need. If you would like to give a

donation in someone’s name this Christmas, please consider a

donation to one of Central’s ministries to persons in need – both in our

community and in our church family. You can make a donation to one

of the following by putting your donation in the offering plate and

making a note on the check or envelope of the ministry to which it

should go:

Food Pantry

Free Clothing

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (also used by our volunteer social

worker)

Examples: To honor a growing teen-age boy, you can give to the food

pantry to help feed others. To honor a teen-age girl who is very picky

about the clothes you buy her, you can give to the free clothing

underwear fund. To honor someone who has just retired, you can give

to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to help a person get a copy of their

birth certificate so they can prove they are eligible for Social Security.

Additionally, there are many church and non-profit organizations that

would gladly receive your donations this time of year. We would call

your attention to the alternative giving catalogs of two organizations

that are connected to our congregation:

Global Ministries - Website

Church World Service - Website

Examples: To honor your child’s teacher, you can give school supplies

for kids in Haiti through Global Ministries. To honor your friend who

likes to garden, you can give seeds for a community garden in

Nicaragua through Church World Service.

Even if Alternative Giving can’t replace your whole Christmas shopping

list, model alternative giving by adding these and other organizations

to you wish list for Christmas so others can give alternatively to you!

Associate Pastor Search
Update

What does our church want in
an Associate Pastor?  Help the
Search Committee find out by
attending an upcoming listening
session.

Calling a new Associate Pastor is
an opportunity for the church to
think about who we are and what
we want to do and be in the
future.  Share your thoughts with
the Search Committee about what
is important to you regarding our
pastoral leadership this Sunday,
December 3, in one of the
following sessions:

Everyone:           
12:00 – Open Session for all
members and friends
Community Room. Lunch available
after worship.

Parents:  
12:00 – For all parents, but
especially those with younger
children
Parlor. Lunch available in
Community Room after worship.
Note that many children will be
practicing the Christmas musical
during this time.

Youth: 
Immediately after worship – For
young people, 5th grade and older
Room 205b. Lunch will be served
in the room.  You’ll be finished in
time to practice the Christmas
musical.

You Are Not Alone

All around us there are twinkling

lights and Holiday festivities.  But

for many, this time of year

accentuates the loneliness

experienced because of loss and

disappointment. 

At Central Christian Church, we

will gather on Sunday evening,

December 17 at 5:30 to share in a

quiet service which will allow us to

express our struggles with the

tension between our desire for

light and our experience of lonely

darkness.  The Blue Christmas

service is offered to help us know

we are not alone. We share the

complex feelings of hope and

despair as the truth of life and the

hope of something different wrestle

in our souls.

If you or someone you know is

struggling this season, join us

on December 17 as we explore the

light that comes as a child in the

night.

The October Concert for a
Cause at Central raised over

$1000. The donations for this

concert have been divided equally

to support both the concert series

at Central and the Wheeler

Mission, which works to provide for

the homeless, poor and needy of

central Indiana. 

The CCC Advisory Board would

like to thank those who helped to

make this a successful fundraising

event.

UPCOMING PREACHING TEXTS

December 3
Mark 13:24-37

December 10
Mark 1:1-8

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

12/1  Rose Cheek-Stephens
12/2  Steve Yoder

12/3  Sandra and Daniel Gourdet*
12/4  Susan Ferrer
12/4  Carol Lindsey

12/6  Ruby and Robert Barrow*
12/7  Linda Kirchhoff and Stan

Worth*

Events This Weekend

Saturday, December 2

Activate Advent from

10am-2pm

Sunday, December 3

Lectionary Study Group

happens each Sunday at

9am. Join the conversation

about the day's scripture.

Worship in the sanctuary at

10:30am

Fellowship time follows

worship.

Pizza with the Pastor at

12pm in the conference room

Associate Pastor Open

Meeting at 12pm in the

Community Room

Associate Pastor Parent

Meeting at 12pm in the parlor

Associate Pastor Youth

Meeting at 12pm in 205B

Children's Christmas

musical rehearsal at 12pm in

the choir room

Nursery care is available until

1:30pm

Taize Service at 5pm in the

sanctuary

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

• Engaging the Text in
Community 

As Advent begins, we enter into a
new church year, Year B in the
3-year lectionary cycle. This year
we are invited to listen to the
gospel as Mark tells it. Advent 2
takes us to the very beginning of
Mark's account. Join the
conversation started by Alexander,
Blake and Judith on
Central's website as you prepare
to hear the sermon that Pastor
Linda will preach on December 10.

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday,
11/26/17:
Greeters: Jon Barnes, Khaya
Barnes, Alyson Barnes
Acolytes: Ruth Beery and Phil
Leraris 
Worship Leader: Lilia Kozloski
Children's Moment: Roger Roe
Young Disciples:  Joan Figueroa
and Elaine Brunner
Worship and Wonder:  Robbie
Schmidt and Mindy Hamm
Special Music:  Patrick Siscoe
and Blake Boily
Nursery Helpers:  Sarah Murphy
Offering Counters: Steve Martz
and Chuck Brandenburg
Fellowship Host: Alex Holtzman
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Oletta Keown and Linda Kirchhoff

Lessons and Carols

Christian Theological Seminary's

annual Lessons and Carols service

will take place on Wednesday,

December 6 at 11:30am in

Sweeney Chapel.  Featuring the

inaugural performance of the CTS

Bell Choir, renowned violinist

Thomas Wyatt Watkins and harpist

Jen Midkif. 

Presented in partnership with

Central Christian Church and

Meridian St. United Methodist

Church. 

Holiday Concert:

Seasonal Celebrations

Sunday, December 10, 2017 

5-7pm

Indianapolis Artsgarden

110 W Washington St

Central folks will gather at 4:45pm

to hear our own Patrick Siscoe play

in this holiday concert. Come and

look for other Centralites just

outside the entrance for

this free community event. FB

Event at:

https://www.facebook.com/

events/141208963185752/

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's
jeans, bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks,
tote bags

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/

• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org

• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network

• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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