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Wheeler Mission Overflow Shelter Update

At its meeting last night, the board affirmed the decision to provide space in our
gymnasium for overflow shelter for homeless men during January and February.
Below is the latest information about serving as a volunteer in this ministry.

Changes to Wheeler Overnight Volunteer Hours!  
You too may now be able to volunteer!

 
Wheeler Mission has decided that it will have two shifts of volunteers each night. 
One shift will run from 8:30pm to 1:30am and the other will run from 1:30 to
6:30am. It is also possible to sign up for 2 shifts back-to-back if you wish. 
 
Volunteers will:

Make sure the guests have adequate sleeping materials
Monitor the building to ensure no one is out of place
Make sure all entry ways are clear and safe in case of an emergency
Ensure that all guests are aware of the restroom locations
Aid in the process of nightly setup and morning breakdown that includes
setting up mats (evening) and cleaning and storing mats (morning)
Provide support in general cleanup including dry mopping floors, cleaning
restrooms and other general cleanup activities
Report any incidence to staff in a timely manner

Volunteer Requirements:

Must be 21+
Male or female
Must be able to use stairs

Sign up Directions:

Step 1: Go to website – http://bit.ly/wintervolunteer17 - and select Volunteer
Shift from drop down box
Step 2: Click on Date (blue text) to complete reservation
Step 3: Complete new user information
Step 4: Click Finalize Reservation
Step 5: Print or save confirmation – optional (confirmation will also be
emailed)

Note: After creating a user profile use that login and password to sign up for
additional slots.  If there are any questions or issues in signing up, you can contact
William Bumphus at WilliamBumphus@wmm.org.
 
Plans are also underway for two training sessions for volunteers – tentative dates
are December 18 and 21.
 
We would appreciate knowing about anyone connected with Central that signs up
as a volunteer.  Please drop Jennifer Riggs a note to let her know if you volunteer
for one or more nights at riggs.jennifer@att.net.

A Note from Linda
Dear friends,

As our searches for new staff continue, we are blessed by the gifts of our own
congregation. Dawn Barnes has done a wonderful job this fall as interim associate
pastor. Her pastoral and organizational gifts have served us well.  Dawn completes
her time on staff December 31 and begins a new full-time job in January.

I am pleased to report that Erin Leraris has agreed to serve as coordinator of
children and youth ministries beginning in January until a new associate pastor is
called. Erin is an educator and enjoys working with young people. She and her
family have been at Central for over ten years and Erin has served in many roles.
She currently co-chairs the Communication team, and you may have seen her do
the children's moment from time to time.

Advent has begun. Thank you to the over 60 people who turned out to "Activate
Advent" on Saturday. The church was beautifully decorated and much artwork was
created. Join our "Disciples Central" Facebook page to see some great photos.
(You must request to be a member of this group.) All are invited to "Activate
Advent" again after worship this Sunday (noon-2pm in the gym) to make piñatas
and pipe cleaner orbs. In worship we'll be listening for the messengers of Peace
sent by God to a tense and divided world. Hope to see you there!

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend
 
Sunday, December 10

Lectionary Study Group
happens each Sunday at
9am. Join the conversation
about the day's scripture.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time & Witness
Open House follows worship
in the Community Room
(lower level)
Central Justice Network will
meet at 12pm in Room 202
Children's Christmas
musical rehearsal at 12pm
in the choir room
Activate Advent at 12pm
in the gymnasium

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Please note:  there will be no Young
Disciples or Worship and Wonder
December 17th or 31st.

ADVENT
SCHEDULE

December 10

Second Sunday of Advent: PEACE

10:30am -- Morning worship

After worship -- Art projects for all

ages in the gym until 2:00

December 17

Third Sunday of Advent: JOY

10:30 am -- Children’s Christmas

Musical: Miracle at The Christmas

Café

5:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Service

December 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent: LOVE

10:30am -- Morning worship

5:30pm and 7:30pm -- Christmas

Eve services

Updates

A warm welcome to our newest
members:
Sean & Genissee Baird, 4023
Cedar Hills South Dr., Greenwood,
IN 46143, sean.baird89@gmail.com
and geniseeann@gmail.com
Sara Johnson, 6107 Central Ave.,
Indianapolis, IN 46220

And a warm "welcome back" to
Luke Webster after a six-month
work assignment in Ireland.

Geneva Parker's funeral service
will be held today (Friday) at 11am
at Grundy Memorial Chapel, 2357
Martin Luther King St.

2017 HOMELESS PERSONS’
MEMORIAL SERVICE

Join the Indianapolis community in
commemorating the lives of the

individuals who have experienced
homelessness and have passed

away in 2017.

Location: Roberts Park United
Methodist Church 401 N. Delaware

Street Indianapolis, IN 46204

Date: Thursday, December 21

Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Blue Christmas on
December 17

 

She called and said, “The nights are

the worst. The long nights are the

hardest. It feels so lonely.” Her

husband of 63 years had died a few

months earlier and she is deeply

grieving. The long, cold winter nights

are very difficult.

 

It is this kind of experience that has

moved us to offer a Blue Christmas

Service at Central Christian Church. 

Holidays can sometimes be hard for

those who have had recent losses in

their lives.  Seasonal events are filled

with rituals and traditions, and they

often feel empty when someone or

something we have loved is gone. The

dark also intensifies the feelings of

loneliness and sadness.

You are invited to come and share your

“blues” with others who find the

holidays a little too bright and festive

for their soul’s sensibilities.  We will

gather in the warm quiet of the

sanctuary on Sunday evening,

December 17 at 5:30.  In the

candlelight we come to share our griefs

and experience the hopeful light of love

that we know in the light of Christ. If

you have friends who are struggling let

them know of this service.  All are

welcome.

 

As the Christian Church in Indiana,

we are people joined and knit

together in love.

 

 The Christmas Offering is an

opportunity to support the ministry

we share with one another.

 

This year we have many resources

to share with you and your

congregations. Visit our website for

more information. The Christmas

Offering will be received in most

Indiana Disciples congregations

on December 10 and 17, 2017.

Thank you for giving generously to

the work that we all do together in

Indiana and beyond. 

 

You can give to the Christmas

offering through your

congregation or by clicking

this link.

Christmas Giving Tree

We are sponsoring 2 families for

Christmas this year.  One family is a

blended family with 7 children,

some of whom have been adopted. 

The other is a single Mom with 3

children.  There are still tags on the

tree in Fellowship Hall.  Please take

a tag/tags and purchase the gift

that is listed on the tag.  Wrap the

gift and place the tag from the tree

on the gift and return the gift to the

tree by Sunday, December 17th.  

We will also be providing groceries

and cleaning items to the family.  If

you would rather give money to

help purchase the groceries or gifts

not taken off the tree you can

donate to the Adopt a Family fund. 

Make your check payable to Central

Christian Church and put Adopt a

Family in the memo line.  If you

would like to help sort gifts, do extra

shopping, or help deliver the gifts

please contact Jean Brandenburg

at 

317-507-4335 or e-mail at

jechrisbran@comcast.net.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

12/8  Kathy Ballard
12/8  Andrew Stoner and Randy

Scott*
12/9  Greta Slater

12/10  Lori Adams and Patti Case*
12/11  Kim Watkins

12/14  Phyllis Crocker
12/14  John and Lucy Williams*

AED/CPR Training Class
will be held at CCC in January

2018.  Our staff and host will

participate but we would like to

invite others interested in

becoming certified to join us. 

Michelle Prevost, RN of Health

Emergency & Lifecare

Programs, INC. will provide

instruction and the cost is

$25/person. We will find a date

suitable for all interested. 

Contact Bev Knight at email

bevknight@aol.com if you plan

to join the class.

November Attendance

11/5                       194
11/12                     176
11/19                     235
11/26                     168

November average: 193
 

Open House This Sunday!
 

After worship this Sunday, there will
be an Open House of all our
community ministries that operate
out of the basement.
 
Tour:

The Food Pantry – learn
how people are able to
select the food they want
The Free Clothing – see
the progress being made in
painting the room.
The Thrift Store – shop
there and also at their
Christmas sale in the
Community Room.
Global Gifts – shop for
products they sell in their
retail stores that support fair
wages, gender equity and
safe and dignified working
conditions for artisans in
over 40 countries.  Global
Gifts rents space from our
church where they prepare
merchandise to stock their
stores.
 

Refreshments and the Coffee Cart
will also be in the Community
Room.

Join the Central Justice Network

in Room 202 after worship

on Sunday, December 10. David

Sklar, Director of Government

Affairs for the Jewish Community

Relations Council in Indianapolis,

will share with us the challenges

and strategies for getting a Hate

Crimes law passed in the 2018

Indiana General Assembly. Find out

how you can help make it happen!

We will delay our start until 12:30 so

everyone has time to visit the

Witness Team Open House in the

Community Room if they want.

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday,
12/3/17:
Greeters: Rick McConaughhay and
Mary Schilling
Acolytes: Tamia Rivera and Nate
Marcus
Worship Leader: Leon Riley
Children's Moment: Teri Pittman
Young Disciples:  Beth White and
Robin Beery
Worship and Wonder:  Julie Miller
and Mary Hays
Special Music:  Pedro Fernandez
Nursery Helpers:  Kathy
Knoblauch
Offering Counters: Jerry Nickel
and Kerry Armstrong
Fellowship Host: Carolyn & Jim
Higginbotham
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Mindy Hamm, Oletta Keown, and
Steve Martz

• Engaging the Text in
Community 

 
When reading a biblical text,
especially a long biblical text, have
you ever noticed that one word or
phrase jumps out at you or catches
your imagination/spirit in a way that
invites reflection or challenges your
life? Note how that happened when
Belle and Scott reflect on Isaiah
61:1-4, 8-11. This rich text may
draw out something else from your
life as you take the text seriously
enough to join the conversation on
Central's website. Add a note that
reflects your engagement with this
text.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

December 10
Mark 1:1-8

December 17
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

It’s that time again to sign up

for a DINNER GROUP – look

for the sign-up sheet in

Fellowship Hall during the

month of December.  We will

create small groups to dine

together over the next year.  It

is a great way for new folks to

meet others and connect

around tables of food.  Contact

Bev Knight at email

bevknight@aol.com to add your

name. Groups will be formed

and announced in January.

Holiday Concert:
Seasonal Celebrations

Sunday, December 10, 2017 
5-7pm

Indianapolis Artsgarden
110 W Washington St

 
Central folks will gather at 4:45pm

to hear our own Patrick Siscoe
play in this holiday concert. Come
and look for other Centralites just

outside the entrance for
this free community event. FB

Event at:
 https://www.facebook.com/

events/141208963185752/

Seeking Central Helpers
 

Experienced Cook Sought for

Central’s Sunday Lunches

Do you know of an experienced

cook or caterer who might be

interested in providing lunches at

Central on Sundays for those who

stay after worship for classes,

meetings, etc.? We want to offer

reasonably priced lunches (with

vegetarian and gluten free

alternatives). The cook’s earnings

would be “cooked in” to the price of

the meals. The church kitchen and

equipment would be available to

this person (some improvements

may be made as needed). Please

suggest any names (with contact

information) to Dick Hamm at

dhamm@ddi.org by next week

(December 13).

 

Volunteer Needed to Copy

Sermons Electronically

The Spiritual Growth Ministry Team

wishes to transfer the many years

of sermons Central has stored on

cassette tapes to MP3 files that can

be stored in the Cloud and made

available on our website to anyone

wishing to listen. There is some

urgency in this request as cassette

tapes have a tendency to

disintegrate over time and we do

not want to lose this important part

of Central’s history. The needed

equipment will be provided. If

interested, please contact Dick

Hamm at dhamm@ddi.org

 

Promotional Person Needed for

Central’s Library

The Spiritual Growth Ministry Team

is looking for a volunteer to

promote our church library. We

imagine such a person doing

occasional items for eConnections,

occasional announcements in

worship, arranging for book

reviews, etc. If interested, please

contact Dick Hamm at

dhamm@ddi.org

January Class Offering
with Keith Watkins

The Spiritual Growth Ministry

Team and Green Chalice is

pleased to announce that Dr. Keith

Watkins (ecumenist, retired CTS

professor and pastor, member of

Central) will be offering a series of

four classes after worship on

January 7, 14, 21, and 28 based on

Pope Francis’s “Encyclical on

Climate Change and Inequality”.

Child care will be provided as

requested. Please RSVP with the

church office at 635-6397 or at

office@indyccc.org.  The Encyclical

can be downloaded at no charge

and is also offered by several

publishers in book form. This

important document has been

compared to Rachel Carson’s

groundbreaking “Silent Spring”.

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204

Frederick Appel, Jr. <rappel12@gmail.com>
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