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Children's Musical:
Miracle at the Christmas Cafe

This Sunday the children and youth of Central will bring the message through their
performance of "Miracle at the Christmas Café" by Ruth Elaine Schram and Mark
Cabaniss. This musical tells the story of how the birth of Jesus changed this little
café in Bethlehem!  Join Polly Porkchop, Molly Meatloaf and Mac N. Cheese (and
suspend your sense of reality!) as they discover the birth of Jesus in their town.  In
addition to the musical, Lindsey Nickel wrote an additional scene, young children
will sing and do sign language, and two of our youngest violinists will offer gifts of
music to the baby.

We are grateful to Diana Gillespie Pannell for teaching and directing the musical.
Diana has taught choral/general music for 30 years -- the previous 22 of those as
music specialist in Southern Indiana and Orchard Park Elementary in Carmel, IN.
Prior to her retirement in 2014, she served as choral director at Carmel High
School. She received a Bachelor of Music Education, with piano emphasis, from
Indiana University, and a Masters in Music Education, piano cognate, from IU as
well. She has worked with the IU Children's Choir, the Indianapolis Children's Choir
(ICC), and various adult/youth church choirs in and around Indianapolis.
 
Diana continues to enjoy working with elementary-aged children by serving as
clinician for state-wide choral festivals and workshops. She currently serves as
President of Indiana Kodály Educators (IKE), and is a member of the American
Orff-Schulwerk Association (AOSA) and American Choral Directors Association
(ACDA). Diana has presented workshops on pedagogy, pitch-matching, and
singing games at the state and national level.
 
Ms. Pannell is on staff at the Summer Kodaly Institute at Indiana University
Jacobs School of Music in Bloomington, Indiana, where she teaches Pedagogy II,
folksong research, and singing games. She also serves as staff member at the
American Kodaly Institute at Loyola University, Baltimore, MD, where she teaches
Pedagogy II and Choral Methodology and Technique.

A Note from Linda
Dear friends,

Thank you to those who participated in the recent listening sessions related to our
search for an associate pastor. The search committee has incorporated your
feedback into our congregational profile and into our thinking as we continue to
work. Our goal is to complete the profile before the end of the year so that we may
begin to look at candidates in 2018. We ask for your continued prayers in this
process.

As our Advent journey continues, this Sunday we celebrate Joy. The colorful
artwork in our sanctuary lends to the joyous atmosphere. Our children and youth
will lead us in worship and we will share fellowship treats provided by the choir. I
hope you can join us for this special day!

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend
Saturday, December 16

Children's Musical Rehearsal
at 9am in the sanctuary

Sunday, December 17

Lectionary Study Group
happens each Sunday at
9am. Join the conversation
about the day's scripture.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the Community Room
(lower level)
Exploring Faith will meet at
12pm in Parlor
Children's Christmas musical
rehearsal at 12pm in the choir
room
Blue Christmas Service at
5:30pm in the sanctuary

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Please note:  there will be no Young
Disciples or Worship and Wonder
December 17th or 31st.

ADVENT
SCHEDULE

December 17

Third Sunday of Advent: JOY

10:30 am -- Children’s Christmas

Musical: Miracle at The Christmas

Café

5:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Service

December 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent: LOVE

10:30am -- Morning worship

5:30pm and 7:30pm -- Christmas

Eve services (please note that

nursery care is available during

both services)

Wheeler Volunteer
Training This Week!

Anyone volunteering to spend the

night in Central’s gym with men

from Wheeler Mission are

encouraged to take advantage of

the training Wheeler will be offering

next week on December 18 and

December 21 at 6PM at the Men's

Residential Center located at 245

North Delaware St. The training will

take no more than an hour and will

cover:

   * Basic volunteer job

responsibilities

   * Overview of working with

homeless individuals

   * Key issues that homeless

people spending the night might be

facing

   * What to do in case of an

emergency

Reminder

To volunteer to be a part of the

welcome that Central will be

providing the homeless in January

and February, go to this website

and sign up for any night from

8:30PM to 1:30AM or 1:30AM to

6:30AM or both.  In addition, we

would like to know who is signing up

so please inform Jennifer Riggs at

riggs.jennifer@att.net.

2017 HOMELESS PERSONS’
MEMORIAL SERVICE

Join the Indianapolis community in
commemorating the lives of the

individuals who have experienced
homelessness and have passed

away in 2017.

Location: Roberts Park United
Methodist Church 401 N. Delaware

Street Indianapolis, IN 46204

Date: Thursday, December 21

Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

12/15  Mary Hays
12/17 Jean and Chuck

Brandenburg*
12/19  Bethany Lowery

12/21  Dick Hamm
12/21  Becky Owens

12/21  Linda Patrick and Rebecca
Phelps*

 

Seeking Central Helpers
 

Experienced Cook Sought for

Central’s Sunday Lunches

Do you know of an experienced

cook or caterer who might be

interested in providing lunches at

Central on Sundays for those who

stay after worship for classes,

meetings, etc.? We want to offer

reasonably priced lunches (with

vegetarian and gluten free

alternatives). The cook’s earnings

would be “cooked in” to the price of

the meals. The church kitchen and

equipment would be available to

this person (some improvements

may be made as needed). Please

suggest any names (with contact

information) to Dick Hamm at

dhamm@ddi.org by December 13.

 

Volunteer Needed to Copy

Sermons Electronically

The Spiritual Growth Ministry Team

wishes to transfer the many years

of sermons Central has stored on

cassette tapes to MP3 files that can

be stored in the Cloud and made

available on our website to anyone

wishing to listen. There is some

urgency in this request as cassette

tapes have a tendency to

disintegrate over time and we do

not want to lose this important part

of Central’s history. The needed

equipment will be provided. If

interested, please contact Dick

Hamm at dhamm@ddi.org

 

Promotional Person Needed for

Central’s Library

The Spiritual Growth Ministry Team

is looking for a volunteer to

promote our church library. We

imagine such a person doing

occasional items for eConnections,

occasional announcements in

worship, arranging for book

reviews, etc. If interested, please

contact Dick Hamm at

dhamm@ddi.org

A note of thanks

Thank you, dear church family, for
the cards, peace lily, pastoral care

and hugs at the nursing home when
my mom passed.  Blessings to all!

-Anne Maschmeyer

Dear Central Family,

I just wanted to say "thank you" for

the opportunity to be in worship

with you two times this fall - in

September and December. Living

more than two thousand miles

away from church makes it difficult

to take a worship service and

fellowship with you for granted. I'm

especially pleased to see the

growth of new members at Central

who have no idea who I am and

for them I hope they find the

spiritual and social mentors I did in

my years there between 1991 and

2010.

As always,

Andrew E. Stoner

AED/CPR Training Class
will be held at CCC in January

2018.  Our staff and host will

participate but we would like to

invite others interested in

becoming certified to join us. 

Michelle Prevost, RN of Health

Emergency & Lifecare

Programs, INC. will provide

instruction and the cost is

$25/person. We will find a date

suitable for all interested. 

Contact Bev Knight at email

bevknight@aol.com if you plan

to join the class.

Capital Campaign &
Treasurer’s Report

Friends:
The 2016-2019 Capital Campaign
(do you remember Holy Cow What

Now?) has now finished its first
year. Of the almost $204,000 in

pledges, we’ve received more than
$72,000. That is more than 35%

received to date! Most of this
money is designated to debt relief.
Gifts of over $2,000 are being sent

to Congo and Second Helpings
Food Bank as our “tithe” to

missions. Soon we’ll have enough
money to consider renovating the

parlor. If you don’t what this capital
campaign is about, please feel free

to contact me. Building fund
contribution reports for the first year

of the capital campaign will be
distributed on December 24.

In our General Fund, we are
mostly living up to our generous
commitments. Contributions,

totaling more than $135,000, are
about 6% behind what was

budgeted. There’s still time before
the end of 2017 to catch up on your

pledge or make a commitment if
you haven’t. Overall, income is

greater than expenses. Our staff
and team leaders are using good

stewardship with the church’s
resources.

Your faithfulness is a blessing! If
you have questions about church

finances, please contact me
higgija@earlham.edu . It’s an honor

to serve you.
Peace,

Jim Higginbotham, church
Treasurer

WHAT COLOR IS CHRISTMAS?

 

Sometimes the color of the holidays

is different. Many people find red,

green and white lights reflect their

heart’s delight. But, others enter the

holiday season where the bright

glitter of those lights feels wrong.

They are inclined toward darker

colors.

This Sunday, December 17 at 5:30

p.m., you are invited to a Blue

Christmas Service at Central

Christian Church. This service

creates an opportunity for those

who find the holidays

difficult because of loss or

discouragement. In the service we

will discover that we are not alone

in this color for the season and that

even in the dark, candle lights of

hope still burn.

If you are someone you know is

struggling with this season, join us

for a time of quiet meditation, music

and reflection.

ADOPT A FAMILY
 

Please remember if you took tags
off the giving tree to return the gifts
with the tag attached by Sunday,

December 17.  Place the gift by the
tree in Fellowship Hall.  The gifts

will be delivered to the families next
week.  If for some reason you are
unable to get the gift to the church
please call Jean Brandenburg at
317-507-4335 so arrangements

can be made to get the gifts.  The
response to this project has been
great this year!  Thanks to all who
have supported this.  The families

have already expressed their
appreciation for our generosity!

 

We thank those who enriched our
worship service on Sunday, 12/10/17:
Greeters: Mary Schilling and Mindy
Hamm
Acolytes: Morgan Washburn & Jamie
Angel
Worship Leader: Rick Appel
Children's Moment: Jim
Higginbotham
Young Disciples: Valerie Deweese & 
Bev Knight
Worship and Wonder: Mindy Hamm
and Mary Hays
Special Music:  Conrad Jones, Kent
Cook and Roger Roe
Nursery Helpers: Greg and Susan
Nickel
Offering Counters: Greg Nickel and
Jim Higginbotham
Fellowship Host: Becky Perez and
Bev Neidert
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week: Steve
Martz, Fran van Maaren, Lucy
Williams

It’s that time again to sign up

for a DINNER GROUP – look

for the sign-up sheet in

Fellowship Hall during the

month of December.  We will

create small groups to dine

together over the next year.  It

is a great way for new folks to

meet others and connect

around tables of food.  Contact

Bev Knight at email

bevknight@aol.com to add your

name. Groups will be formed

and announced in January.

Card Making Ministry

Central continues to expand its wide

reaching hospitality with the creation of

a new greeting card-making ministry.

Cards are currently being made for use

by Pastor Linda in her ministry. The

next creative work session will be

Saturday, January 6 from 10-12 noon

in the Central’s art room, located on

the balcony over fellowship hall. All are

welcome to attend. Card making

supplies and assistance provided.

Come learn a new creative skill or put

your talents as an experienced card

maker to good use.

Contact: Deborah Moseley for more

information deborah.moseley@att.net,

317-410-4598.

Falling in Love with Creation

A series of action-oriented

conversations, led by Keith

Watkins,  about challenges to the

environment and how people of

faith might respond.

  

The four Sundays of January

2018

Noon - 1:30

You may request child care for

these times by

calling 317-635-6397 or emailing

office@indyccc.org. 

Save the Dates

Coming Up in January

On Sunday, January 21, all are

invited following worship to

participate in a Circle of Inquiry on

the topic of church growth. A Circle

of Inquiry is a model of

conversation that allows people to

share their views and investigate an

issue by asking sincere questions.

How does the growth of our

congregation impact you? What are

the gains and losses? What is

God's call when it comes to the size

of our congregation? A light lunch

will be provided.

Our next Concert for a Cause at

Central will be on Sunday, January

28 at 2pm and will feature singer-

songwriter Krista Detor, who has

been called “America’s best kept

secret” and ”a small miracle."

Concert admission is free, but

donations will be accepted in

support of the concert series as well

as the Immigrant Welcome Center,

a local organization empowering

immigrants by connecting them to

people, places and resources that

enable them to build successful

lives in central Indiana.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

December 17
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

December 24
Luke 1:26-38

• Engaging the Text in
Community 

 
What does it take to hear the angel
say to us, “Be not afraid. You
blessed and favored”? In the midst
of challenging social times, these
words can be good news. Are you
prepared to receive them for
yourself? Join the conversation as
Bev and Brian struggle with the text
and share how it has become Good
News for them. What about you?
Prepare to hear Pastor Linda’s
sermon on Sunday morning,
December 24, and add your own
Advent/Christmas wishes to our
website.

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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