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New in 2018

In this new year, we are blessed by the presence of two new staff. Erin Leraris
began on January 1 on a part-time basis as Coordinator of Children and Youth
Ministries. Erin will continue the good work done by Dawn Barnes and add some
touches of her own. Erin is an educator in her professional life, and she and her
husband (Tony) and their three kids (Ben, Molly, and Phil) have been part of
Central for over ten years. You can connect with Erin at cyf@indyccc.org. 

On Monday, Mary Robinson began her work as our new full-time Church
Administrator. Mary comes to us from Ivy Tech where she worked as Academic
Scheduler. Her work experience includes public relations and data base
management. Mary has undergraduate and masters degrees in music, and is
currently in a Nonprofit Management Certificate program at the School of Public
and Environmental Affairs at IUPUI. Mary is a staff singer at All Saints Episcopal
Church, but plans to join us for fellowship time on Sunday. Mary's email is
office@indyccc.org.

2018 is also the year we will implement the Community Ministry Grant that we
received in November. This matching grant from the Center for Congregations
supports our continuing work in reaching out to our immediate neighborhood. We
believe that part of our call, sitting where we do on the corner of Fort Wayne and
Delaware, is to help strengthen the relational fabric of our neighborhood in ways
that will enrich people lives through connection with one another and with our
congregation. We hope that the activities we are planning -- art shows, storytelling,
s'mores events, labyrinth walks, concerts for a cause, connections lunches -- will
contribute to making our neighborhood more vibrant and healthy.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

This week sweet sounds of stringed instruments filled the church each afternoon
and evening. One of the blessings of having a large building is that it is available for
those who need space, and this week that was the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra
(MYO), which was displaced by a fire at their normal rehearsal location, Broadway
United Methodist Church. Six of our Central young people participate in MYO, a
program that develops life skills through the rehearsal and performance of music.

Our hospitality in the gymnasium continues in partnership with Wheeler Mission.
Many thanks to those who have volunteered! There's now an option for
volunteering from 5-7am (which sounds a lot better than arriving at 1:30am!).
Please see the note below.

This week in worship we begin a focus on the senses as our pathway to
experiencing God. We will pay attention to the way we are "sensing the sacred" as
we focus each week on one of the five senses: smell, touch, taste, sight, and
hearing. We start this Sunday with smell.

Finally, as some of you know, next month I will have the opportunity to travel to
Israel/Palestine with a "Civic Leadership Study Tour" organized by the Jewish
Community Relations Council here in Indianapolis. That trip, from February 9-19,
will include leaders from the non-profit, education, faith and business communities
in central Indiana. The purpose of the trip is for participants to gain a greater
understanding of the land, the diversity within Israeli society, the complexity of the
issues and the challenges that lie ahead. It is my first time to travel to that part of
the world which is so important to three world religions, including ours. I am excited
for the opportunity and eager to share with you after I return.
 
Hope to see you on Sunday!

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend

Sunday, January 14

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Falling in Love with Creation
in the conference room at noon
Nursery care will be available
until 1:30pm

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Advocacy at the Indiana
Legislature

This winter our state legislature will
be addressing hate crimes and
gerrymandering. The Central
Justice Network invites you to
become involved.

Did you know that Indiana is one
of only five states without a hate or
bias crimes law? Members of the
Central Justice Network are working
with a statewide coalition to make
bias motivation an “aggravating
circumstance” which judges are
encouraged to consider during
sentencing. The list of protected
classes in the proposed law
includes sexual orientation and
gender identity. You can join this
team and receive email notifications
of opportunities to help get this law
passed by clicking on this link or by
emailing justice@indyccc.org and
indicating your interest.

Did you know that the Indiana
legislature can draw legislative
district boundaries to favor one
political party and virtually
guarantee who will win each seat?
Members of the Central Justice
network are working with a
statewide coalition to create a fair
districting process by establishing a
nonpartisan commission to redraw
district boundaries after the 2020
U.S. census. You can join this team
and receive email notifications of
opportunities to help get this law
passed by clicking on this link or by
emailing justice@indyccc.org and
indicating your interest.

The Central Justice Network will be
meeting after worship on January
28 to share stories of how we’ve
been affected by hate crimes and to
figure out how we can have the
most impact on these issues.

GIVING TREE NEWS

Our sponsorship of the 2 families at
Christmas was a huge success!! 
Both of the families were
overwhelmed with the amount of
gifts and food that they received. 
And both were very grateful for the
assistance and asked that we thank
the congregation for their
generosity.  

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,
THANK YOU for all of your
donations.  This was the first year
that all the tags were taken from the
tree, so we were able to provide
more food to the families this year. 
We gave each family a ham and
one of the family members told us
that this was a “REAL TREAT” for
their family to have a ham for
Christmas. 

Thanks to Susan Grimes, Mary
Schilling, Anne Maschmeyer, Deah
Modlin, and Chuck Brandenburg for
their assistance with making the
tags, sorting the gifts, and with
delivering the packages.  Thanks to
Lisa Turner who was able to obtain
additional food for the families
through the Mary Riggs Community
Center.  And thanks to this
wonderful congregation for
providing these families with a very
special Christmas!

Concert for a Cause at
Central

Central Christian Church will be

presenting singer-songwriter

Krista Detor in concert on Sunday,

January 28, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

The award-winning recording artist

has been called “America’s best

kept secret” by Iain Anderson of

BBC Scotland, and Rolling Stone

referred to her as ”a small

miracle.” Krista Detor is based in

Indiana but has performed

throughout the United States and

Europe. More information about

her recordings and concert

schedule can be found at:

kristadetor.com

Concert admission is free, but

donations will be accepted.  In

addition to supporting the concert

series at CCC, proceeds will go

towards the Immigrant Welcome

Center, a local organization

empowering immigrants by

connecting them to people, places

and resources that enable them to

build successful lives in central

Indiana. You can find more

information on their website.

Religions, Refugees, and
Migration

Butler’s Center for Faith and
Vocation has been offering a
seminar series this year entitled
“Religions, Refugees, and
Migration.” The third seminar will
be “The Ethics of Migration and
Welcome in the Americas” on
Tuesday, January 23, at 7:00PM in
the Schrott Center for the Arts.
Keynote Speakers are Rev. John
McCullough, president and CEO of
Church World Service and Rev. Dr.
Miguel De La Torre, professor of
Social Ethics and Latinx Studies at
Iliff School of Theology. The
speakers will explore themes of
immigration, sanctuary, and how
faith communities are relating to
these important issues. More
information is available here 
https://www.butler.edu/cfv/seminar-

series.
From Your Witness Team

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
1/7/18:
Greeters: Chris Welborn and Gina
Cerimele
Acolyte: Garrett Nickel
Worship Leader: Christina Presley
Worship and Wonder: Jim
Higginbotham & Mary Hays
Young Disciples: Dawn Barnes &
Robin Beery
Nursery Helper: Kathy Knoblauch
Offering Counters: Jerry Nickel &
Steve Martz
Fellowship Host: Bob & Kathy
Riester
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Steve Martz, Jackie Miller

 

Due to the current construction at

CTS, the annual Martin Luther King

Community Celebration will be

moved to Unitarian Universalist

Church at 615 W. 43rd St. and last

from 1-3 p.m. Space is limited to

200. This year's focus is on

celebrating black excellence in our

community.

• Engaging the text of
TOUCH and the

community • 
 
Do you remember a time when
someone's touching you was
healing? Do you remember a time
when someone's touching you was
harmful? Those are stories that
shape our lives. Do you connect to
the Divine through touch, through
physical encounters with nature or
with other humans? This is the
week to listen to stories and
reflections by Cindy, Gina and
Carolyn, and to tell some of your
own stories, both on Central's
website and to each other as we
prepare to hear the sermon for
January 21.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

January 14
Genesis 27:1-29, Leviticus 2:1-3,
Song of Solomon 4:10-16, John

12:1-8

January 21
Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 8:1-4, 14-17;

Mark 5:21-42; 1 John 1:1-4

PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE:

As we continue to be a part of the

welcome that Central will be

providing the homeless in January

and February, it is now possible to

work a shift that begins at 5:00am

rather than 1:30am. 

Go to this website and sign up for

any night -- the early shift, late shift,

or both. Please note that on the

website the second shift is still

listed as being from 1:30am to

6:30am, but you do not need to

arrive until 5:00am (this shift may

go until 7:00am).

In addition, we would like to know

who is signing up so please inform

Jennifer Riggs at

riggs.jennifer@att.net.

C:
chance to

I:
inquire and

R:
reflect - to

C:
connect,

L:
listen and

E:
enrich our conversation

Circle of Inquiry

Topic: church growth
Sunday, 1/21/18
Noon – 1:30 pm

Community Room
Please join us!
Sponsored by:
General Board

Elders
Vision Implementation

Team

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

We served 43 households
representing 101 individuals in
December.  Of those individuals 37
were under the age of 18 and 11
were over the age of 65.  We also
served 13 Veterans.  Every month
we see new faces and we expect to
see more given the budget cuts that
are expected to the SNAP(food
stamp) program.  

We have been providing the same
number of items to each family for
the last 5 years.  Our goal this year
is to increase the amount of items
given to each household and to
provide large families with even
more items.  At this time everyone
gets the same amount of food no
matter what the size of the family.  

Presently we are in need of the
following items:  DRIED BEANS,
REDUCED SODIUM ITEMS, SOUP
OF ANY KIND, CANNED GREENS,
SPAGHETTI SAUCE, MISC. ITEMS
SUCH AS KETCHUP, MUSTARD,
BOXED DINNERS, ETC., AND
BARS OF SOAP.  

Of course we will accept any
donation of non-perishable items. 
Please place your donations in the
grocery cart in Fellowship Hall. 
Thank you for your continued
support of our food pantry!

Buy More Chocolate --
Guilt Free!

Did you know that sales at the

coffee cart support our coffee

consumption on Sunday mornings? 

That's right -- not only do we

directly support those who grow

and harvest the coffee, tea, and

chocolate by buying Fair Trade

products, but also a small amount is

added to our cost of these items in

order to purchase coffee for the

congregation's fellowship hour each

Sunday.

Right now we are a little "behind" in

keeping up with the cost of our

fellowship coffee. Please help us

out by shopping at the coffee cart!

Falling in Love with
Creation

 

A series of action-oriented

conversations, led by Keith Watkins,

about challenges to the

environment and how people of

faith might respond.

  

The four Sundays of January

2018

Noon - 1:30

 

You may request child care for

these times by

calling 317-635-6397 or emailing

office@indyccc.org.

Greeter Volunteer Signup

Central Christian Church is grateful
for its many volunteers who make
ministry possible.  You can sign up
to be a Sunday morning Greeter at
this website. We need volunteers
for the many weeks to come. 
Thanks again for your commitment
to ministry at CCC!

AED/CPR Training Class

A class will be held at Central on

Wednesday, January 24, at 4pm.

Michelle Prevost, RN of Health

Emergency & Lifecare Programs, Inc.

will provide instruction and the cost is

$25/person. Contact Bev Knight at

bevknight@aol.com if you would like to

join the class.

Celebrating Blankets!

In this cold weather, we all
celebrate the blankets we have to
keep us warm. But Central’s Free
Clothing Ministry has something
special to celebrate – 250 heavy
weight blankets it received from
Church World Service this week!

Church World Service (CWS) is a
relief and advocacy organization
that also sponsors local CROP
walks and provides school kits,
hygiene kits, and emergency
cleanup buckets to places in need
in the United States and around
the world.

The homeless people we serve
are especially grateful for these
warm, sturdy blankets - and they
can be seen in many of the
homeless camps around Indy.
They are used not only as
blankets, but also as sleeping
pads, shelters and a way to carry
belongings. On January 14 and
21 we will be collecting a special
offering to thank Church World
Service and ensure that their vital
ministry will continue.

Contributions mean that CWS will
be ready to help families around
the world and in the US, recover
from disasters and displacement
and they will be present to help
people gain the resources and
develop skills necessary to build -
or rebuild- sustainable lives and
communities.

Look for the display in Fellowship
Hall this Sunday and review the
insert in the bulletin. Each blanket
costs $10 to produce and ship -
so be prepared to give
generously. Let’s celebrate by
donating blankets that will keep
others warm!

Thank you,
Central Christian Church

Broadway United Methodist Church
had a fire a few days before Christmas
resulting in extensive smoke damage.
They borrowed our extra communion
trays for their Christmas Eve service.
This week we received this note of
gratitude.
 
Dear Linda and the Good People of
Central Christian,
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Your
loan of the communion set on
Christmas Eve allowed us, gave to us
the chance to feed ourselves the
Lord’s Supper on a night when it would
have been easy to feel a bit sorry for
ourselves.

But with tiny glasses, and shiny towers
of those glasses, people remembered,
knew and fed on Jesus with one
another. What a gift!

Thank you for this gift both spiritual
and material that enlivens our faith,
that reminds us of companionship, and
that opens our eyes to the real
presence of Jesus.
 
In a season where we read the merry
stories of angel’s visitations, we have
added one more. 

Thank you.  Keep tellin’ the Story,
 
Michael Mather and the people of
Broadway



Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

1/12  Jerry Nickel
1/13  Gary Matthew

1/13  Calvin & Marilyn Porter*
1/14  Terry Bradbury

1/14  Ann McCord
1/15  Susan Grimes

1/15  Lorna Hernandez
1/17  Susan Nickel

1/17  Ciara Whitaker
1/18  Pat Carrithers

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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