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Circle of Inquiry

The first time I experienced a Circle of Inquiry was at Central. I remember not
knowing what to expect. I remember leaving without having made a decision to
take any action. This was different than any process I had experienced in a church
before. And, my sense was that the conversation itself was important. We heard
the questions and perspectives of each other. That was important. The point was:
we were talking with and listening to each other, and together we were better for it.

With that said, I invite and encourage you to join with other members of the Central
community to share in and listen to the conversation about "church growth". You
see, two things are true of every growing congregation: (1) things change, and (2)
everyone has an opinion about those changes. How those changes and opinions
are honored, or not, makes all the difference between a healthy and a
dysfunctional church community. 

Our conversation will circle around these three sets of questions:
1) What do you celebrate about our church growth? What are the joys? What is
beneficial for our mission?
2) What concerns do you have about our church growth? What is not beneficial for
our mission?
3) What do you believe God may be calling us to pay attention to regarding our
church growth?

Hope to see you there! Bring your opinions, your questions, your hopes.
Sunday, January 21st, following worship.

Donna Prince, Elder

A Note from Linda
 
Dear friends,

This week we say goodbye and thank you to Jane Slattery, who has worked as our
Office Administrator since July. Jane has served us well in a time of transition,
helping us not only to keep things going but also to improve efficiency in some
areas. Jane will be moving on to another job, but we hope to see her at the food
pantry and other church activities. Our prayers and best wishes go with her.

Last Sunday we experienced a situation involving a young man who entered
worship displaying unpredictable behavior of sadness, anger, depression and
verbal aggression. We recently created a Safety & Security Plan for Central, and
are thankful for those individuals who took action to care for and handle this
particular situation. We did seek police help to transport this individual to the
hospital for assistance and are thankful all safety precautions were activated
quickly. Our Safety & Security Plan is available for your review from the church
office.  All staff and church leaders should be trained and prepared to handle
emergency situations.

Last Sunday we began our journey through the five senses. This Sunday we will
pay attention to the way that TOUCH can be a pathway to the holy. Hope to see
you there!

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend

Sunday, January 21

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Falling in Love with Creation
in the conference room at noon
Circle of Inquiry on the topic of
growth in the Community Room
at noon
Nursery care will be available
until 1:30pm

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Providing Blankets Again
This Sunday!

Last Sunday we collected
donations to support Church
World Service’s Blanket Fund
which provided:

· 250 blankets to our Free
Clothing Ministry to help keep our
neighbors in Indianapolis warm
this winter, 

· Thousands of blankets to help
people in Houston, Florida, and
Puerto Rico after the hurricanes
this fall, and

· Tens of thousands of blankets to
refugees and other people in
need around the world.

This coming Sunday is our last
Sunday to seek donations to the
CWS Blanket Fund.  It costs CWS
$10 to buy the blankets and ship
them around the world.  Please
consider how many blankets you
can help CWS send to the next
disaster situation in the U.S. or
around the world.  Your donation
will really make a difference in
someone’s life!  Use the envelope
in the bulletin or make your check
out to Central Christian Church
with “CWS Blankets” in the memo
line.

Broken to Beacon

This Sunday, Robbie Taylor will be
in worship and following worship
will have copies of her book,
Broken to Beacon, available for
purchase and signing in fellowship
hall. Robbie Taylor and Lynn Griffin
are members of Central who
relocated several years ago to
South Carolina.

Broken to Beacon tells the story of
Robbie and her sister's loss of their
mother, due to a broken mental
health system, with profoundly
simple turns that lead to
rediscovery. This deeply honest
narrative solidifies the notion that
where there is breath, there is
hope.

Concert for a Cause at
Central

Central Christian Church will be

presenting singer-songwriter

Krista Detor in concert on Sunday,

January 28, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

The award-winning recording artist

has been called “America’s best

kept secret” by Iain Anderson of

BBC Scotland, and Rolling Stone

referred to her as ”a small

miracle.” Krista Detor is based in

Indiana but has performed

throughout the United States and

Europe. More information about

her recordings and concert

schedule can be found at:

kristadetor.com

Concert admission is free, but

donations will be accepted.  In

addition to supporting the concert

series at CCC, proceeds will go

towards the Immigrant Welcome

Center, a local organization

empowering immigrants by

connecting them to people, places

and resources that enable them to

build successful lives in central

Indiana. You can find more

information on their website.

PLEASE NOTE: Lunch will be

available at the church between

worship and the concert for a

suggested donation of $6. If you

would like to reserve a spot,

please notify Mary in the church

office (317-635-6397 or

office@indyccc.org) by Thursday,

January 25.

Religions, Refugees, and
Migration

Butler’s Center for Faith and
Vocation has been offering a
seminar series this year entitled
“Religions, Refugees, and
Migration.” The third seminar will
be “The Ethics of Migration and
Welcome in the Americas” on
Tuesday, January 23, at 7:00PM
in the Schrott Center for the Arts.
Keynote Speakers are Rev. John
McCullough, president and CEO of
Church World Service and Rev. Dr.
Miguel De La Torre, professor of
Social Ethics and Latinx Studies at
Iliff School of Theology. The
speakers will explore themes of
immigration, sanctuary, and how
faith communities are relating to
these important issues. More
information is available here.
From Your Witness Team

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
1/14/18:
Greeters: Sara Johnson and Bob &
Kathy Riester
Acolyte: Malia Weatherspoon and
Riley Lopez-Shue 
Worship Leader: Meghann
Bradbury
Worship and Wonder: Mary Hays
and Jim Higginbotham
Young Disciples: Erin Leraris and
Robin Beery
Nursery Helper: Greg & Susan
Nickel
Offering Counters: Marcia Phillips
and Greg Nickel
Fellowship Host: Elaine Brunner
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week: Bob
Riester and Lucy Williams

A belated thank you to all those
who helped "De-activate Advent" on
January 7. The work was done in
under an hour, with many hands
contributing. Thank you so much!

Volunteer numbers have

decreased and many openings are

available in the weeks ahead. Go to

this website and sign up for any

night in January or February -- the

early shift, late shift, or both.

PLEASE NOTE THIS CHANGE:

It is now possible to work a shift

that begins at 5:00am rather than

1:30am. On the website the second

shift is still listed as being from

1:30am to 6:30am, but you do not

need to arrive until 5:00am (this

shift may go until 7:00am).

In addition, we would like to know

who is signing up so please inform

Jennifer Riggs at

riggs.jennifer@att.net.

Advocacy at the Indiana
Legislature

This winter our state legislature will
be addressing hate crimes and
gerrymandering. The Central
Justice Network invites you to
become involved.

Did you know that Indiana is one
of only five states without a hate or
bias crimes law? Members of the
Central Justice Network are working
with a statewide coalition to make
bias motivation an “aggravating
circumstance” which judges are
encouraged to consider during
sentencing. The list of protected
classes in the proposed law
includes sexual orientation and
gender identity. You can join this
team and receive email notifications
of opportunities to help get this law
passed by clicking on this link or by
emailing justice@indyccc.org and
indicating your interest.

Did you know that the Indiana
legislature can draw legislative
district boundaries to favor one
political party and virtually
guarantee who will win each seat?
Members of the Central Justice
network are working with a
statewide coalition to create a fair
districting process by establishing a
nonpartisan commission to redraw
district boundaries after the 2020
U.S. census. You can join this team
and receive email notifications of
opportunities to help get this law
passed by clicking on this link or by
emailing justice@indyccc.org and
indicating your interest.

The Central Justice Network will be
meeting after worship on January
28 to share stories of how we’ve
been affected by hate crimes and to
figure out how we can have the
most impact on these issues.

Thank You, Central

Thank you all so much for the
ministry opportunity together for a
few months as associate. I feel so
blessed to call this family our home.
It was an honor to serve as minister
with you! And we do great things
together in our community and in
our world. I look forward to 2018!

Peace, Dawn

Buy More Chocolate --
Guilt Free!

 

Did you know that sales at the

coffee cart support our coffee

consumption on Sunday mornings? 

That's right -- not only do we

directly support those who grow

and harvest the coffee, tea, and

chocolate by buying Fair Trade

products, but also a small amount is

added to our cost of these items in

order to purchase coffee for the

congregation's fellowship hour each

Sunday.

Right now we are a little "behind" in

keeping up with the cost of our

fellowship coffee. Please help us

out by shopping at the coffee cart!

Falling in Love with
Creation

 

A series of action-oriented

conversations, led by Keith Watkins,

about challenges to the

environment and how people of

faith might respond.

  

The four Sundays of January

2018

Noon - 1:30

 Child care is provided in the

nursery.

Greeter Volunteer Signup

Central Christian Church is grateful
for its many volunteers who make
ministry possible.  You can sign up
to be a Sunday morning Greeter at
this website. We need volunteers
for the many weeks to come. 
Thanks again for your commitment
to ministry at CCC!

AED/CPR Training Class

A class will be held at Central on

Wednesday, January 24, at 4pm.

Michelle Prevost, RN of Health

Emergency & Lifecare Programs, Inc.

will provide instruction and the cost is

$25/person. Contact Bev Knight at

bevknight@aol.com if you would like to

join the class.

• Engaging the text of
TOUCH and the

community • 
 
"O taste and see that the Lord is good;
happy are those who take refuge in God."
Psalm 34:8
 
"O taste and see that the LORD is
good;
happy are those who take refuge in
God." Psalm 34:8

What does it mean to use taste as a
means of relating to the Divine?
Surely the sharing of meals enhances
community. And paying attention to
taste may just lead us to wisdom and
call us to do justice. Pastor Linda is
inviting us as a congregation to pay
attention to our senses as ways into
relationship with God and one another.
On January 28, she will call us to
TASTE the holy and the profane in
order to act as Christians called to our
senses. Prepare yourself by joining the
conversation on our website, begun by
Lynette and Kent.
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UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

January 21
Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 8:1-4, 14-17;

Mark 5:21-42; 1 John 1:1-4

January 28
Matthew 5:13, Psalm 34:8, Song of

Solomon 2:3-4, Luke 24:13-35

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

1/20  Maggie Kincaid
1/20  Noah Senninger

1/23  Rick Appel
1/24  Jim & Oletta Keown*

1/25  Kayla Knoblauch
 

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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