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Sunday Luncheons Offered to All Beginning February 4

Sunday luncheons have been offered for the past several weeks to classes and
other groups meeting after worship, and the responses and reviews have been
extremely positive. Our new cook, Isaac Johnson, will be introduced to the
congregation this Sunday. This service is now being offered to everyone each
Sunday Noon during February and March! The requested donation is $7 per plate.
In addition to regular meat dishes, there will be vegetarian and gluten-free options.
Plates and silverware will be provided.

Reservations will be most helpful to Isaac as he purchases and prepares food. You
may RSVP for yourself (and others) by emailing (office@indyccc.org) or calling the
church office (317-635-6397) by Friday 4:00 pm. A few extra servings will be
available, but we do not want to either fall short of availability or waste food. 

Come and have dinner with your family, or friends, or meet some new friends as
Central continues to grow!

A Note from Linda
 
Dear friends,

I want to give you a brief report on last Sunday's Circle of Inquiry dealing with the
topic of growth. Our congregation has grown significantly in recent years, and
continues to grow. This brings both joys and challenges as we adapt our practices
to welcome and incorporate a larger number of people.

Some of the joys or blessings of our growth that we named were:

new talent
people are less likely to get burned out
more programs and opportunities for spiritual growth
our focus can be external rather than internal
great congregational singing!

We also named some of concerns or challenges related to our growth:

stress on staff and leaders
loss of knowing everyone else in the congregation
how to involve more people in decision making
Sundays are less restful
disconnection among people as the number of simultaneous activities
increases

Finally, we asked ourselves what God is calling us to pay attention to regarding our
growth. Here, too, we had many ideas. We are called to pay attention to our
children and youth, to the formation of small groups, to how we communicate and
to the development of new leadership. We need to pay attention to our physical
plant, and even more so to each other. And very importantly, we must continue to
be focused on our mission more than on our survival as an institution. A focus on
mission is a huge factor in the growth that we've experienced, and a core reason
that so many of us are here.

It's such a joy for me to walk with all of you, newer and older members and friends,
through the exciting changes we're experiencing as a congregation. Thanks to
each and every one of you for being part of this community!

Blessings,
Linda

Events This Weekend

Sunday, January 28

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Falling in Love with Creation
in the conference room at noon
Central Justice Network in the
community room at noon
Exploring Faith in the
parlor at noon
Nursery care will be available
until 1:30pm
Concert for a Cause in the
sanctuary at 2pm

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Hate Crimes and
Gerrymandering

What do hate crimes and
gerrymandering have in common?
They are two important issues
being debated by the Indiana
legislature right now.

On Monday, a bill that sets
standards for drawing legislative
district maps was passed out of
committee and will be considered
by the full State Senate in the next
few days. The bill doesn’t include
an independent redistricting
commission, but it is a first step
toward ending partisan
gerrymandering.

On Tuesday, the Senate
Corrections and Criminal Law
Committee heard testimony on SB
418 that would make bias
motivation an aggravating
circumstance which judges are
encouraged to consider when
deciding whether to impose the
maximum sentence for a crime.
Next Tuesday the committee will
consider amendments, including an
amendment to remove gender
identity from the list of protected
classes.

The Central Justice Network will
meet after worship this Sunday in
the Community Room to share our
concerns about these issues and
the next steps we can take. But in
the meantime, please consider
contacting committee chair Michael
Young (317-232-9517) to let him
know you want a fully inclusive
hate crimes bill.

Falling in Love with
Creation

 
This Sunday concludes the series
Falling in Love with Creation.  If you
have not attended before, you are
welcome to join the discussion. We
have been reading Pope Francis'
encyclical, On Care for our
Common Home. This final week we
learn of Pope Francis' vision for the
future and consider ways people of
faith might help remedy some of the
suffering caused by climate
change. 

This group will meet in the
Conference Room at noon. You are
welcome to pick up a light lunch in
the Community Room (downstairs)
and bring it along. We will conclude
in time to attend the Concert for a
Cause in the  sanctuary.   

 Child care is provided in the

nursery.

Concert for a Cause at
Central

The day has come! This Sunday,

January 28,  singer-songwriter

Krista Detor will be in concert at

2pm in our sancutary. The award-

winning recording artist has been

called “America’s best kept

secret” by Iain Anderson of BBC

Scotland, and Rolling Stone

referred to her as ”a small

miracle.” Krista Detor is based in

Indiana but has performed

throughout the United States and

Europe. More information about

her recordings and concert

schedule can be found at:

kristadetor.com

Concert admission is free, but

donations will be accepted.  In

addition to supporting the concert

series at CCC, proceeds will go

towards the Immigrant Welcome

Center, a local organization

empowering immigrants by

connecting them to people, places

and resources that enable them to

build successful lives in central

Indiana. You can find more

information on their website.

PLEASE NOTE: Lunch will be

available at the church between

worship and the concert for a

suggested donation of $7. If you

would like to reserve a spot,

please notify Mary in the church

office (317-635-6397 or

office@indyccc.org) by Thursday,

January 25.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
1/21/18:
Greeters: Bonita Braun and Kathy
Riester
Acolyte:  
Worship Leader: 
Worship and Wonder: Mary Hays
and Jim Higginbotham
Young Disciples: Bev Knight and
Joan Figueroa
Nursery Helper: Scott and Elaine
Brunner
Offering Counters: Elaine Brunner
and Karen Sanford
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Sandy Heidenreich and Marcia
Phillips

Greeter Volunteer Signup

Central Christian Church is grateful
for its many volunteers who make
ministry possible.  You can sign up
to be a Sunday morning Greeter at
this website. We need volunteers
for the many weeks to come. 
Thanks again for your commitment
to ministry at CCC!

Refrigerator Needed

The church needs an additional
refrigerator. Do you have a
residential type refrigerator in
good working order that you
could donate to the church?
Pick-up can be arranged.
Contact Dick Hamm at 
dhamm@ddi.org or
317-490-1968.

Generous Homeless
Support

Due to all the publicity we got about
our efforts to house Wheeler
Mission's overflow of men needing
a warm safe place to sleep in
January and February, we were
contacted by The Garden
Community Church which meets at
Beef and Boards Dinner Theater. 
Last Sunday, they presented a
representative from Central with a
grant of $1000 for our ministry to
the homeless.  We will use the
money to augment the Christmas
offering funds we received to cover
our expenses for this ministry of
welcoming the homeless, and any
additional funds will be used to
support our ongoing ministries to
the homeless.  We thank The
Garden for their generosity!

We are learning as we go along,

and with learning comes change.

The time of the second volunteer

shift has now officially been

changed to 4:30-6:30am. Those

who volunteer for this shift will help

to monitor guests as they store

their mats, use the restrooms and

have coffee before boarding the

van for Wheeler. Those who wish

to help with cleaning are free to do

so but that is not a requirement for

this shift.

Volunteers are needed! Visit this

website and sign up for any night in

January or February -- the early

shift, late shift, or both. Then let

Jennifer Riggs know at

riggs.jennifer@att.net.

During the hours that volunteers

are not there, staff of Wheeler will

be responsible. This includes a few

of the homeless men well-known to

Wheeler who are being paid to

assist staff overnight when only one

staff person is available. Volunteers

are always welcome to spend the

night and work both shifts.

Lenten Spiritual Life
Groups Offered

You are invited to join in new Spiritual
Life Groups that will be meeting during
Lent (five weekly sessions beginning
after February 14). This spring our
groups will be exploring “Movements of
the Spirit” using Henri Nouwen’s
classic book, “Spiritual Formation”, as
a guide for conversation.  This book is
a compilation of writings about “the
way of the heart” - that inner place
where we are shaped by God. Nouwen
describes seven major movements of
the Spirit in our hearts and lives: from
opaqueness to transparency, illusion to
prayer, sorrow to joy, resentment to
gratitude, fear to love, exclusion to
inclusion, and denying to befriending
death.

The book can be purchased used or
new  at amazon.com for $3.99-$10.48
or used at abehbooks.com. The Kindle
version is @ $9.49. If you are unable
to purchase the book before your
sessions begin, we will have some
available for sale or free at the church
office.

This Sunday there will be a sign up
sheet for you to use to choose a time
and place best for you: there will be
groups meeting on each side of town.
If you have questions, contact Dick
Hamm at dhamm@ddi.org.

Pizza with the Pastor

If you are new at Central, please

join Linda McCrae following

worship this Sunday, February 4.

This monthly event is an

opportunity for informal

conversation with the pastor and

with others who are new to the

congregation.

Meet in the parlor (off the main

hallway) about 15 minutes after

the service.

How to Choose a
Bible to Buy

Need a Bible?
Want a new Bible?
Want to understand about different
translations and whether or not
your choice of translation matters?
How do you choose a Bible wisely?

On Sunday, February 11, after
worship from noon to 1:30 p.m., the
Rev. Dr. Judith Hoch Wray is
offering a one-time-only class on
"How to Choose a Bible." A few
recommended Bibles will be
available for sale (at a discounted
rate for those who need it).

Bring your questions about Bible
translations and about resources
for Bible study, including about on-
line translations and resources.

Lunch will be provided, with a $7
donation requested but not
required. Come to eat and learn.
All are welcome.

Trauma-Informed
Community Workshop

As major institutions, churches serve

all kinds of people. From those in the

pews to those touched by outreach

work, people need to be seen, heard,

understood and cared for. We know

that in 2018, all sorts of lives are

touched by trauma and adversity. As a

“people place,” the more churches

understand trauma and its biological

impact, the more we can meet the

needs of all of God’s children. 

In response to this, Erin Leraris will

offer a 2 hour workshop on becoming a

more trauma-informed community on

February 18 following worship. Her

focus will be on youth, however is

applicable to all. Please RSVP to Erin

at Eleraris@yahoo.com. A free will

offering will be taken to benefit the

Children’s Policy and Law Initiative.

Advocacy and the Church

A reminder for all of us as we move
into a highly charged election
season:

A lot of people wonder, Can the
church advocate on issues? Can
the church take a stand on
legislation that has been proposed?

The answer is YES. The church can
speak on issues, including specific
legislation, so long as we don’t
devote a high percentage of our
resources to lobbying. The church
can also encourage people to get
out and vote. The church can even
sponsor a forum where all
candidates in a particular race are
invited to share their views. What
the church can’t do is endorse
candidates or political parties.

February, A Time for
Black History, Valentines,

and... a Photo?
 

Have you ever wished you had an

up to date church directory right on

your mobile device? With our new

membership software, we are able

to offer a mobile app for pastors

and ministry leaders, and an

additional app for members of our

church community.

February is a special month in

which you can get a picture

snapped of your smiling face for

inclusion in our membership

directory! Warren Lynn and Rick

Appel both have specific software to

take your picture and add it to our

directory.

Information will be available to

users after the “roll out” of the

software later this year. Users will

have a user name and password to

access information at that time.

Children and youth may be added

with parental approval.

While we will add other pictures

after February, concentrating on

February is a great way to make

people aware and get a good start

on a lot of pictures.

See you after worship in the

Fellowship Hall in February!

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

1/26  William Hartman
1/26  Mary Porter

2/1  Phyllis Ratcliffe
 

• Engaging the text of
VISION and the
community • 

How much does it matter THAT we see
or WHAT we see? How are sight and
vision related? How does vision
provide access to the Divine and
relationship to the community? These
and more questions call us to examine
the text of VISION. Please don't miss
the reflections by Bonita and Dave on
Central's website as they consider
VISION, Pastor Linda's text for
February 4. Then add your own
comments to this ongoing interactive
Sermon Text Conversation Project.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

January 28
Matthew 5:13, Psalm 34:8, Song
of Solomon 2:3-4, Luke 24:13-

35

February 4
Psalm 8, Psalm 121, Mark 3:22-25,

Mark 10:17-21

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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