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Living Faithfully in a Troubling Time

Sometimes the world can press into our lives and make us wonder. Is it possible to
live a loving life in a world troubled by intolerance and indifference?  Can we find
any peace in a time when people use violence to settle problems?  Can we live love
when we are so afraid for our lives or the future of our children?

As people of faith, we believe that it is possible to find courage and hope. There are
spiritual disciplines that help ground us in a source that will sustain us. We can
discover and develop these as we gather in our Spiritual Life Groups that are
meeting around the city during Lent.  We will gather in small groups and following
the guide of Henri Nouwen in his book, Spiritual Formation: Following the
Movements of the Spirit, we will share our questions and faith. As we discover how
each other is sustained in our faith, we will find that we are not alone in our struggle
and in our strengths.
 
Groups will be forming after February 14 as follows:
Downtown: at the home of Debbie Abbott/David Licht, 1550 Carrolton Ave,
Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Eastside: at the home of Julia Holloway, 828 North Graham, Mondays, 7:00 – 8:30
pm
Westside: at the home of Grace Gyori, 823 Garden Place, Plainfield, Fridays, 7:00
– 8:30 pm
Southside: Place and time to be determined
Northside: the home of Bob and Kathy Riester, 4921 E. 69th St., Mondays, 7:00 –
8:30 pm
At the church: Sundays, Noon – 2:00 pm (including lunch)
 
The book can be purchased used or new at amazon.com for $3.99-$10.48.   The
Kindle version is @ $9.49.   You can purchase used copies on abebooks.com for
$5-$15.  If you are unable to purchase the book before your sessions begin, we will
have them available for sale or free at the church office.

A Note from Linda
 
Dear friends,

We approach the season of Lent in a time when many of the values we hold dear
seem to be under assault in our society. Dignity, compassion, reconciliation,
equality, justice, and love often are casualties in our polarized environment. Our
societal sense of community is threatened.

Christians follow a man whose actions upended the Roman's empire notions of
"community." Rather than accepting the status quo in which the majority of people
were poor and oppressed, Jesus challenged that notion and lifted up the worth and
dignity of all. Those whose power and privilege were threatened became his
enemies, and eventually had him killed.

What does true community look like? As the sands shift around us, how can we
build community that sustains and nurtures? Within our own congregation, how
does our sense of community expand as we grow?

During Lent at Central in 2018, we will spend some time "Re-learning
Community." We will hear from the scriptures about a series of covenants God
made with the people of Israel, which reflect God's intent for how they were to live
in community. We will seek to nurture our capacity to build life-giving community
both within and outside our congregation.

This journey of "Re-leaning Community" begins with a 7pm service on Ash
Wednesday, February 14 and continues through our Sunday worship services and
Spiritual Life Groups. I hope you'll be on this journey with us.

I'm very pleased to inform you that we have a new eConnections editor! Mary
Robinson, our Church Administrator, has taken up the editorial reins. Moving
forward, please send submissions to her at office@indyccc.org.

Thank you to each of you for your part in nurturing the community we share at
Central. It's a privilege to be a part of it!

Blessings,
Linda

A Word about Central’s Community Ministry Grant
from Mary Hays

 
I’ve been a member of Central for about 23 years. One of my current

responsibilities is chair of the Vision Implementation Team. I want to share with you

about the excitement surrounding Central’s Community Ministry Grant.

 

Over the years I’ve been at Central, I’ve seen many changes -- in our city at large,

in our congregational size and make-up, and in our surrounding neighborhoods.

Consistently, we at Central have been seeking to pay attention to: who is our

neighbor? There have been times over the previous decades when we were

somewhat limited in how much energy and how many resources we could put

toward this question.

I am pleased to proclaim that our 2018 Community Ministry Grant provides us

additional resources, and poises us to live into this question in new ways and with

renewed vision.

 

Who is our neighbor? Jesus challenges us to expand our thinking about who is our

neighbor. Two years ago, as Central members considered our vision for the next

few years, we came to a surprising realization – “neighbors” includes all the

neighbors right around Central’s building. We have long served our under-

resourced neighbors. We want to continue to do so -- and also to serve the growing

numbers of millennials and empty-nesters in the neighborhood. We want to

continue to move from doing things “for” to doing things “with” our neighbors. 

 

This is the direction your Vision Implementation Team is pursuing to expand our

ministry with all of our neighbors. With your help and ideas, we developed a set of

activities to move us forward and received a matching grant to help. Some of the

ideas for 2018 include: hosting art shows, gatherings to share S’Mores with our

neighbors, connections lunches, and improving our use of social media for

outreach. We invite your participation! 

 

The Community Ministry Grant (CMG for short) supplies us matching funds, and

Central’s part is to raise $7900. Thanks to a foundational gift and the additional

gifts from many of our church leaders, I’m pleased to announce that we are about

¾ of the way there. So, another way to participate is to contribute financially – and

help us reach that $7900 mark. Just indicate “Community Ministry Grant” or CMG

on your donation. 

 

Whether you want to participate in some of the activities or add few dollars to the

financial piece – or both – we invite you to join in this Community Ministry Grant

experience. We are all in this together. Thank you.

With excitement!

Mary E. Hays, Vision Implementation Team, chair

Events This Weekend

Sunday, February 4

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Pizza with the Pastor in the
parlor at noon
Taizé in the sanctuary at
5:00pm
 

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

Updates

Linda McCrae will be traveling to
Israel February 9 to 19. In her
absence, please contact the
following people.

For pastoral concerns:

Rick Appel
(rappel12@gmail.com), elder
on call
Donna Prince
(donna@sacredplaces.com),
caregiver ministry coordinator
Bethany Lowery
(bethany.lowery@gmail.com)
, chair of the elders

For other matters:

Mary Robinson
(office@indyccc.org), Church
Administrator
Verity Jones
(verity@truewill.us),
Moderator

Pizza with the Pastor

If you are new at Central, please

join Linda McCrae following

worship this Sunday, February 4.

This monthly event is an

opportunity for informal

conversation with the pastor and

with others who are new to the

congregation.

Meet in the parlor (off the main

hallway) about 15 minutes after

the service.

Facility Use

Beginning next week we will have

two new groups using our facilities.

One is an Al-Anon 12-step meeting

on Tuesday evenings from 6-7 in

the Parlor. The other is a men's

basketball group that will play on

Thursday nights from 5-7 pm in the

Gym.

Celebrating Blanket

Generosity!

We celebrate the generosity of
everyone who contributed during
our fund-raising for Church World
Service (CWS) blankets!  We raised
$1,190 to be used to purchase and
send blankets to places around the
world where people’s lives will be
changed by our generosity.

CWS gave our Free Clothing
Ministry 250 blankets for us to
distribute to those who need them
in Indianapolis.  Now they have
decided to come and make a video
of our ministry and volunteers. 
They plan to use the video in their
promotion to encourage other
congregations across the country
to give to the CWS blanket fund.

Equal Exchange –
Global and Local

Equal Exchange is the brand of
coffee we serve during Sunday
morning fellowship time and the
brand we sell on the coffee cart.
Equal Exchange stands for the fair
wages that are paid farmers who
grow the coffee beans and for the
projects it is able to fund to help
people around the world. The sale
of Equal Exchange makes a
difference globally.

Here at Central the sale of Equal
Exchange makes a difference
locally too. The sale of items on our
coffee cart makes it possible for us
to be a welcoming congregation by
providing coffee for our fellowship
time. The slight profits of the coffee
cart are used to purchase the
coffee we drink on Sundays. With
our increased Sunday morning
attendance, we need more people
to shop at the coffee cart so we can
continue to make this welcome
possible. We urge you to shop
regularly at our coffee cart on
Sunday mornings!

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
1/28/18:
Greeters: Bonita Braun and Kathy
Riester
Acolyte:  Lindsey Nickel and
Vanessa Holloway
Worship Leader: Don McCord
Worship and Wonder: Mary Hays
and Jim Higginbotham
Young Disciples: Elaine Brunner and
Kimberly Stoddard
Nursery Helper: Sarah Murphy
Offering Counters: Chuck
Brandenburg and Steve Martz
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Carolyn Bradbury, Matthew
Casbarro, Steve Martz

No changes this week, but

volunteers are needed! This is a

way to have an immediate impact

on our neighbors, by greeting them

with a friendly face and a

welcoming "hello." Visit this website

and sign up for any night in

February -- the early shift, late shift,

or both. Then let Jennifer Riggs

know at riggs.jennifer@att.net.

Sunday Lunch:
Get to Know Your

Neighbor

Have you noticed anyone in

worship whom you do not know?

Ever wonder how you could?

Suggestion: invite them to join you

for lunch after worship at Central.

Find each other. Agree to eat

together and get to know one

another a bit more. Be

spontaneous. Take a chance on

Divine opportunity. Gather together

around a table in the community

room on the lower level.

Throughout February and March,

Sunday lunch will be made

available. Expand your community

experience one week or every

week. All are welcome. No

reservation required but advance

reservations will help us plan

ahead. Please contact the office or

make a note on the pew pad

indicating your interest for coming

weeks. Thank you.

Enjoy the food provided by our new

cook, Isaac Johnson. Water,

lemonade, tea. Suggested donation

only $7.00 (more if /less if). No one

turned away.

February 4 menu: Caesar Salad

with or without chicken, clam

chowder, potato wedges, French

bread, fruit and cookies.

Feb 11 menu: Chili (both meat and

vegetarian), grilled cheese

sandwiches, salad, fruit, cookies,

lemonade, tea, water.

Feb 18 menu: stuffed baked potato

(white or sweet) with all the fixings

to stuff your own, green salad, fruit,

cookies, lemonade, tea, water.

Feb 25 menu: Chilled pasta salad

(meat or vegetarian w gluten-free

available), split pea soup, fruit,

cookies, lemonade, tea, water.

How to Choose a

Bible to Buy

Need a Bible?
Want a new Bible?
Want to understand about different
translations and whether or not
your choice of translation matters?
How do you choose a Bible wisely?

On Sunday, February 11, after
worship from noon to 1:30 p.m., the
Rev. Dr. Judith Hoch Wray is
offering a one-time-only class on
"How to Choose a Bible." A few
recommended Bibles will be
available for sale (at a discounted
rate for those who need it).

Bring your questions about Bible
translations and about resources
for Bible study, including about on-
line translations and resources.

Trauma-Informed

Community Workshop

As major institutions, churches serve

all kinds of people. From those in the

pews to those touched by outreach

work, people need to be seen, heard,

understood and cared for. We know

that in 2018, all sorts of lives are

touched by trauma and adversity. As a

“people place,” the more churches

understand trauma and its biological

impact, the more we can meet the

needs of all of God’s children. 

In response to this, Erin Leraris will

offer a 2 hour workshop on becoming a

more trauma-informed community on

February 18 following worship. Her

focus will be on youth, however it is

applicable to all. Please RSVP to Erin

at Eleraris@yahoo.com. A free will

offering will be taken to benefit the

Children’s Policy and Law Initiative.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

2/2 Gary Matthew & Ricky Guffey
2/3 Warren Lynn

 2/4 George Dudley
2/5 Jim & Jill Michel

2/6 Carolyn Higginbotham

Engaging the text of
HEARING and the

community

Do you hear what I hear? How do
your ears discern the Holy? We
invite you to prepare your ears and
your spirit to listen for sounds of the
divine calling to you and to our
congregation through a focus on
HEARING on Sunday, February 11,
as Roger Roe will bring us the word
for the day. Reflections by Robin
and Mary and Kent begin the
conversation on Central's website
where all are invited to listen and
join in. Check it out at
http://www.indyccc.org/
sermontextconversation/.

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

February 4
Psalm 8, Psalm 121, Mark 3:22-25,

Mark 10:17-21

February 11
Psalm 85:8, Mark 4:1-20, Mark

7:31-37, Romans 10:8-17,
Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13,

22

Refrigerator Needed
 
The church needs an additional
refrigerator. Do you have a
residential type refrigerator in good
working order that you could donate
to the church? Pick-up can be
arranged.
Contact Dick Hamm at 

dhamm@ddi.org or 317-490-1968.

February, A Time for Black History, Valentines, and...
a Photo?

Have you ever wished you had an up to date church directory right on your mobile

device? With our new membership software, we are able to offer a mobile app for

pastors and ministry leaders, and an additional app for members of our church

community.

February is a special month in which you can get a picture snapped of your smiling

face for inclusion in our membership directory! Warren Lynn and Rick Appel both

have specific software to take your picture and add it to our directory.

Information will be available to users after the “roll out” of the software later this

year. Users will have a user name and password to access information at that time.

Children and youth may be added with parental approval.

While we will add other pictures after February, concentrating on February is a

great way to make people aware and get a good start on a lot of pictures.

See you after worship in the Fellowship Hall in February!

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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