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Weaving a Connected Community

This weekend we have a unique opportunity to reflect together and equip ourselves to build

new connections and relationships in the neighborhoods around Central, as part of the

Community Ministry Grant we received from the Center for Congregations. We will be

supported in this process by Heidi Unruh, a consultant, writer and trainer who equips

churches and nonprofits for effective, holistic community outreach.

On Saturday morning Heidi will meet with church leaders to ask the foundational question:

why focus on relationships?, and to cast a vision of what a "connected community" might

look like. In the afternoon she'll continue with a smaller team to develop a strategy for

relational ministry.

On Sunday, everyone is invited to participate! Join us for worship where we'll lift up,

celebrate, and be commissioned to this new initiative. Then stay for lunch and

conversation about how the Central community can build relationships, and help our

immediate neighbors build community.

We are all in this together! Come and claim your part in our ministry with our neighborhood.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

I returned from Israel-Palestine a couple of days ago. My body has almost readjusted to

this time zone, but my head and heart are in two places -- happily returning to my life here

but still processing the experiences of the last 2 weeks. My trip could be described with

many adjectives: heartwarming, heartbreaking, confusing, humbling, beautiful, touching,

depressing, and more.  We had the opportunity to see where Jesus walked and the people

of Israel lived and worshiped. We met Jews, Muslims, and Christians, and learned about

the reality they are living. I left deeply grateful for the experience and also unsettled. I will

share stories about some of these people and experiences in the weeks to come.

I'm so grateful to those who filled in and stepped up while I was away -- including Rick

Appel, Dawn and Jon Barnes, Donna Prince, Bob Riester, Roger Roe and staff members

Danielle Hartman, Erin Leraris, and Mary Robinson. We are blessed to have so many gifted

people in our congregation. 

We have begun the journey of Lent, which this year at Central is a journey of "Re-learning

Community." In worship we will hear of a series of covenants between God and the people

of Israel, and wonder together what light these covenants might shed on our lives today,

living as we do in a time when the bonds that hold us together are stretched and frayed by

prejudice, politics, fear and violence. I'm thankful to be part of a community that resists

fear and violence, and that seeks to be faithful in love of God and one another and the

world. I hope to see you on Sunday as we come together in worship.

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Dinner Groups 2018 have been assigned. Please contact bevknight@aol.com if you
signed up and have not received an email or phone call from your group coordinator.
 

Butler’s Center for Faith and Vocation will offer its last seminar of the series “Religions,
Refugees, and Migration” on February 27 at 7:00pm in the Schrott Center for the Arts. The
title is “Hoosier Hospitality, Refugees, and Immigration” and will feature a panel of
speakers who have their own migration story to tell in addition to serving in community
organizations that support local immigrant and refugee services. Panelists include Naw
Phaw of the Board of Directors of Exodus, Rev. Emmanul Musinga who is pastor of Grace
Tabernacle Church, Imam Ahmed Ishak Al-Amine of Masjid Al-Fajr, Lina Midani of the
Syrian Refugee Support Group of Indianapolis, and Maria Pimentel-Gannon from the board
of directors of both the Immigrant Welcome Center and the Center for Interfaith
Cooperation. More information is available at https://www.butler.edu/cfv/seminar-series.

Events This Weekend

Sunday, February 25

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Lunch follows worship in the
community room
Central Justice Network will
meet in the conference room at
noon
Congregational Gathering
with Heidi Unruh follows
worship the community room at
noon
Exploring Faith featuring
crocheting mats for the
homeless will meet in the parlor
at noon

Nursery care will be
available until 1:30pm

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.
 

In the Disciples faith, we begin to think

about baptism when youth are capable

of making decisions for themselves

(Central puts this at about 5th grade).

We are planning a baptismal retreat for

any who are interested in learning

more about this rite of passage.

Please let Erin Leraris

(cyf@indyccc.org) know if you’d like

more information.

Acolytes — Youth grades 2 and up are

invited to join our acolyte group. If

interested please let Erin or the office

know.

Updates

Anne Maschmeyer is a ROSE

Award nominee in recognition of

her 24 years as beautification

director for Downtown Indy, Inc.

Blake Boily & Belle Lin are

traveling to Taiwan for a visit.

Marilyn Porter is recovering from

back surgery on Tuesday.

Kevin Johnson is in intensive care

at Ezkenazi hospital.

The Green Seminary
Initiative Team at CTS

Seeks Help
 

The CTS Green Team serves to

promote community solidarity with an

emphasis as a Green Seminary on

Eco-justice. Each month a member,

joined by any other interested

community members, will participate

in virtual conversations with other GSI

seminaries. These Wednesday

meetings are followed on Fridays by

local team meetings.

The next meetings will be:

February 28th 3pm – Location TBA

March 2nd 12:30 – Location TBA

ANY help will be greatly appreciated!

If interested, contact Mary Elliott

(pastorpaulelliott@att.net).

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday, 2/18/18:
Greeters: Keith Watkins and Luke
Webster
Acolyte: Vanessa Holloway and Phil
Leraris
Worship Leader: Jamie Fox
Worship and Wonder: Debbie
Abbott & David Licht 
Young Disciples: Bev Knight and
Robin Beery 
Nursery Helper: Greg and Susan
Nickel
Offering Counters: Elaine Brunner
and Carolyn Sanford
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman
Special Music: Ruth Beery, Sonya
Yoder Beery, Danielle Hartman, Belle
Lin, Jenny McAllister, Julie Miller

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Jackie Miller and Marcia Phillips.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

2/24
Gina Cerimele

2/27 
Holly Karnafel
Molly Leraris

Teegan Michel

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

February 25
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

March 4
Exodus 20:1-17

Volunteers still needed! 

With less than a week left, we still

need volunteers for several time slots

that have no volunteers at all.  Please

continue to sign up for an early shift,

late shift, or both on this website. Then

let Jennifer Riggs know you signed up

at riggs.jennifer@att.net.

Invitation from Lindsey
Nickel's girl scout troop: 

For our girl scout silver award project,
my troop members and I have decided
to crochet mats out of plastic bags to
donate to the homeless.

As part of making a lasting difference,
we are going to teach others how to
make these mats at the beginning of
Exploring Faith on February 25th in the
parlor.

Any adults or kids that would like to
come are welcome. It is very easy to
make them, and is a great way to help
those in need. We hope that you will
consider participating, and we will
provide the supplies for this activity. 

- Lindsey Nickel

Food Pantry Update

The FOOD PANTRY will be held on

Saturday, February 24th. We are in

need of several items that are difficult

to obtain from Gleaner’s Food Bank.

We need the following items: dried

beans, low sodium soup and

vegetables, Vienna sausages,

spaghetti sauce, greens, and bars of

bath soap.

Please place donated items in the

grocery cart in Fellowship Hall.

We also need grocery bags with

handles. But at this time we have

plenty of milk jugs. Thank you for your

continued support of this important

ministry.

Dear Friends at Central Christian

Church,

Thank you for the beautiful peace lily

that was sent after my mother died. I

sincerely appreciate all the care and

preayerful thoughts,

Sincerely,

Phyllis Ratcliffe, Susan Sears and

family

Women's RefreshHer

Join the women of Zionsville Christian

Church for Women's RefreshHer. This

day long gathering for spiritual growth,

sharing, and fellowship will be on St.

Patrick's Day, Saturday March 17th at

the Zionsville City Hall. The guest

speaker and facilitator will be Rev. Dr.

Pat Donahoo, the national Executive

Director for Women's Ministries. This

year's theme is centered on St.

Patrick and his relevance to Disciple

women today.

For complete information, see the

registration form.

Sunday Lunch for All

We will continue to serve a healthy
lunch for all during February and
March.

Contact the office for reservations. It's
not required, but helpful so we can
estimate the amount of food needed.
 

Menu

Sunday, February 25: cold pasta
salad, vegetarian and with meat; split
pea soup, salad, fruit, cookies.

Covenant, Community
and Commandments

During Lent, we continue to consider

community and listen for Spirit

speaking to us through ancient

covenants. For March 4, the Third

Sunday in Lent, all are invited to listen

afresh to the Ten Commandments as

found in Exodus 20:1-17. Read the

text and reflections by Marissa and

Ann on Central's website. I think you

will be surprised, challenged and

encouraged, ready to hear a call to

new dimensions of community life and

ministry.

Lost Jacket

Have you seen a black jacket with a

hood? Do you have one that doesn't

quite seem to fit right? If so, it may

belong to Doug Fox. If you have it,

please return it to him at church or drop

it by the office.

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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Volunteers still needed! 

With less than a week left, we still
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Invitation from Lindsey

Frederick Appel, Jr. <rappel12@gmail.com>
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