
Central's Weekly eConnections
View this email in your browser

March 9, 2018

 Interpersonal Violence Awareness Series

On March 18 after worship in the Conference Room, Central member Caroline Fisher will

offer the first in a series of four sessions on interpersonal violence including Bullying, Child

and Elder Abuse, Rape, and Intimate Partner (Domestic) Violence.  These sessions will be

spread out over the next few months.  

Session 1 will take a look at violence in general, bullying and an overview of the forms of

violence that will be discussed in subsequent sessions.  This will be looked at not only

from how it impacts the victim/survivor, but also how it impacts the assailant and the

community.  Future sessions will cover Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Human

Trafficking, and Child and Elder Abuse.

Caroline Fisher, BSN, RN, SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) has been an

Emergency Department Nurse for over 30 years and has coordinated the Center of Hope at

St. Francis (Franciscan Alliance-Indianapolis) for over 20 years.  She provides forensic

nursing care for all victims of violence.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

On Tuesday I participated, along with several others from our congregation and a couple of

hundred other people, in a press conference and a “human chain of belonging” between the

offices of our two U.S. Senators. We were there to protest the failure of Congress to enact

legislation to fix our broken immigration system. This inaction keeps millions of our

immigrant neighbors in a state of legal limbo and constant anxiety, if not outright fear. As

part of this action organized by Faith in Indiana (formerly IndyCAN), Carolyn Higginbotham

and 17 other faith and labor leaders and I engaged in an act of civil disobedience, blocking

the intersection of Pennsylvania and Ohio Streets until we were arrested and led away by

police officers.

 

This is not an action that I take lightly. But sometimes we are called by the gospel values

of love and justice to speak and act in a different and riskier way. For me, civil

disobedience can appropriately be used in two circumstances: 1) when a law is unjust (not

the case in this instance) ; or 2) when heightened attention needs to be brought to a

situation that is unacceptable. I participated in this act of nonviolent civil disobedience

because I believe this is one of those moments. Our hope and belief is that our actions in

Indianapolis, joined with the efforts of many others, will pressure Congress to act to end

the current injustice our immigrant neighbors are suffering.

 

In our congregation, we would probably not all agree on all the specifics of a just U.S.

immigration policy. I do think we would agree that love is at the heart of our faith, and that

we need to live out that faith beyond the walls of our church building. I am grateful for the

witness that so many of you share through your lives, sometimes at great cost to yourself.

I just came across this quote by psychologist Susan David: “Discomfort is the price of

admission to a meaningful life.” I cherish being part of a community that knows how – and

is willing – to embrace the discomfort in so many ways, for the sake of meaning, love, and

joy.

 

I look forward to sharing meaning, love, and joy when we gather for worship on Sunday!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Greeters needed! We still need greeters for several upcoming Sundays and most weeks in
April, including 2 people for both the 9:30 and 11:00 Easter services. To sign up, click
here.

Fellowship Hosts are also needed! A sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall. Snacks and
drinks are provided by the church.

Calling singers and dancers! Anyone who would like to participate in our Palm Sunday
(March 25) processional is invited to a rehearsal on Sunday, March 18, 12:00-1:00pm. All
ages are invited. Meet in the sanctuary following worship.

2017 giving statements were mailed out on Jan. 31. If you were expecting one, but did not
receive one, contact the church office for a replacement copy.

Register now for an AED/CPR class on Wednesday, April 4 at 4pm at CCC. Cost is
$25/person. Email bevknight@aol.com to enroll.

Events This Weekend

Sunday, March 11

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.
 

Concerts with a Cause at
Central

The January 28 concert raised over

$1000. These generous donations go

to support ministries at the Immigrant

Welcome Center and the future of the

concert series. The next concert will

be a concert of chamber music for

strings and piano scheduled for

Sunday, April 22nd, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

Proceeds for this concerts will benefit

the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra

(MYO), a youth and family

development program of the

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra

which is designed to use the life skills

learned through music instruction to

engage youth in activities that

discourage at-risk behaviors and keep

them committed to staying in school.

Thrift Store

February and March are typically slow
months for donations to the Thrift
Store. This year is no exception. If you
have even one or two items to donate,
please bring them on Sundays and put
them on the orange cart at the bottom
of the stairs at door #1. We need
clothes, kitchen items, decorative
items, and just about any type of
household goods. We take holiday
items any time of the year as well.
Lent seems like a good time to rid
ourselves of unneeded items, so why
not send a few things our way.

The Power of Social
Connection

Last weekend Heidi Unruh spent time

at Central helping us all reach a

common understanding of the progress

of the Vision Implementation Team,

understand how the Community

Ministry Grant helps us continue the

work, plan next steps, and take the

first steps toward connecting in the

neighborhood. Check out this link to

learn more about the power of human

connection.

The Power & Science of Social

Connection: Emma Seppala

More to come in weeks ahead…from

your Vision Implementation Team

Coffee Theology
 

Grace is a gift freely given to all, and

at least some of us receive it with

great joy and respond by striving to

share God’s love with others. Sunday

morning coffee is a gift freely given to

all, and at least some of us receive it

with great joy and respond by striving

to share it with others. Purchases at

the Equal Exchange cart make it

possible for us to share Sunday

morning coffee with all. Please

remember to make purchases at the

Equal Exchange cart. Make your joy

complete by sharing!

Sermon Text
Conversations

Words of grace and hope--may they

come into our lives to empower us to

overcome the challenges and

injustices around us. The sermon text

for March 18, Jeremiah 31:31-34, has

the potential to do just that. Reread

that promised new covenant and read

the reflections by Ethel, Genisse and

Kimberly on Central's website. Then

bless our community by adding your

own brief comment to the

conversation.

Daylight Savings begins
Sunday, March 11. Don't

forget to move your clocks
ahead.

Acolytes — Youth grades 2 and up are

invited to join our acolyte group. If

interested please let Erin or the office

know.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
3/4/18:
Greeters: Lee Brunner and Kent
Grimes
Acolyte: Hazel Beery
Worship Leader: Christina Presley 
Children's Moment: Bonnie Bomer
Worship & Wonder: Judy Burns
and Robbie Schmidt
Young Disciples: Beth White and
Beverly Knight
Nursery Helper: Kathy Knoblauch
Offering Counters: Kerry
Armstrong and Jerry Nickel
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman 

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Sandy Heidenreich and Fran Van
Maaren

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

March 11
Numbers 21:4-9

March 18
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

3/10
Robbie Lopez-Shue

3/12
Teri Pittman

3/13
Andrew Stoner

International Women's
Day Blessing

May the God of Rachel give us tears

to weep for all those who are in

bondage in our world today.

May the God of Hagar give us vision

to see the needs of all God's children.

May the God of Rizpah give us the

courage to stand up for those silenced

by oppression and abuse.

May the God of Ruth give us the

chesed to be faithful in working for

justice.

May the God of Naomi give us wisdom

to move from bitter hopelessness to

sweet hope.

May the God of Mahlah, Hoglah,

Tirzah, Milcah, & Noah give us the

chutzpah to demand equality for others

& ourselves, so that we can be God's

agents in this world.

May the God of our mothers bless us

along the way, as we partner with the

Holy to make the fullness of Her

shalom available to all.

Amen.

Twenty minutes once
every nine weeks. 
That’s what we’re asking in order to

help build connection, relationship,

and wrap our arms around Central

youth -- keeping with the way Central

has wrapped its arms around its

vulnerable neighbors. As we shift from

a paradigm of “doing for,” to “doing

with,” under the Vision Implementation

Team – we must consider what we are

doing “with” our youth.

Thirteen years ago, Central had six to

eight kids, all under the age of six.

Today, we have 64 youth from infant

to high school that participate in some

manner, 17 of whom are Young

Disciples aged (2nd through 5th grade).

Programming for Young Disciples

consists of giving the youth space to

connect with one another around

scripture and activity during the

sermon time weekly. On any given

Sunday, we expect between three and

ten children.

In order to accomplish this, we are

looking for a team of 25 volunteers,

who under the leadership of the

coming Associate Pastor will nurture

our Young Disciple aged youth. 

Adults serve as leaders and

assistants - and both are needed. We

provide curriculum and any requested

training. We have already added 10

names to the existing roster of 7. Are

there eight more people willing to

step up?

Easter Breakfast
Volunteers Needed

Each Easter, Central provides a

breakfast for members and neighbors

from the community. It is hoped that all

will have an opportunity to interact with

one another and celebrate Christ’s

resurrection in sharing around the

table.

A host of volunteers are needed to

provide this breakfast.  While we

already have several volunteers, we

still need greeters, servers, and

persons to clean up afterward. The

breakfast will be served from 8am to

10am, and every volunteer will be able

to attend one of the Easter services. If

you are willing to volunteer in any way,

please contact Jennifer Riggs,

riggs.jennifer@att.net, or see her after

worship this Sunday. She will be able

to tell you which slots still need

volunteers. 

Next week’s newsletter will have

information about how to donate

breakfast casseroles and other food to

supplement the food our volunteer

cooks will prepare.

Food Pantry Update

The food pantry served 35

households representing 68 individuals

in February. The rain and the illnesses

of several regular patrons kept are

numbers low, but we had several new

people who really appreciated that we

could assist them. In the next several

months we will be making plans to add

a day that the food pantry will be open.

Gleaners Food Bank is requiring

pantries to be open at least twice per

month in anticipation that the need for

food will grow as the SNAP (food

stamps) program’s funding is cut. We

will provide more information as we

make plans, but hope that we will have

support from the congregation as this

ministry grows.

 

We are in need of several items this

month: low sodium soups and

vegetables, soup of any kind, canned

fruit, Vienna sausages, dried beans,

spaghetti sauce, condiments, and bars

of bath soap. Of course we will accept

any donations of food and money that

you are willing to give. Please place

the donated items in the grocery cart

in Fellowship Hall. We continue to

need paper grocery bags with handles.

We do not need gallon jugs at this

time as we have plenty in storage.

We need VOLUNTEERS to add to our

pool who pick-up fresh produce from

the Indianapolis Fruit Company. You

need flexibility in your schedule and

the ability to load heavy produce into

your car and into the church. We do

have people available to assist with

the unloading at church. If you would

like more information about this

opportunity please contact Jean

Brandenburg at 31-507-4335 or at

jechrisbran@comcast.net.

 

Thank you for your continued support

of the food pantry.

Come Watch an Indianapolis

Indians Game and Central

Christian's Choir Sing the

National Anthem!

On Sunday, June 24th, bring your

baseball hats and gloves to spend an

afternoon to cheer for the Indianapolis

Indians and our Choir!  Arrive early for

the 1:30 game to hear Central

Christian’s Choir sing the National

Anthem!!!

Bring family and friends; we need 50

people to receive the group rate of

$14 per box seat.  (Some seats are

shaded.) Children under 14 will

receive a voucher at the ballpark for a

free hot dog, bag of chips and bottle

of water with price of admission.

The last date to sign up and pay for

tickets is Sunday, June 3rd.  See Jan

Campbell for ticket information, sign-

up sheet, and payment.

Sunday Community Lunch
Continues through March

Perhaps you are attending a Central
program after worship and need food to
sustain you. Perhaps you want to
share a meal and conversation with
someone you don't know. Perhaps you
just don't want to go home to cook.
The Community Room (downstairs) at
Central welcomes you to lunch--
excellent food at little or no cost--every
Sunday during March, with or without
reservations (suggested donation: $7
per person, more-if-less-if).
 

Menu

March 11: Curried chicken salad,
sweet potato wedges, green salad, 
cream of broccoli soup, cookies, fruit,
tea, juice, water.

Your feedback is appreciated. At the
end of March we will be considering
whether or not to continue this Sunday
Community Lunch ministry at Central.

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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