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Invitation to Pay Attention to Racism and White Privilege

This Lent, as we have been “Re-learning Community” we have become more acutely aware

of places where community has been broken. As we near the end of Lent, our efforts to

pay attention to the lesson to re-learn community need to continue. 

One of the places in our community that needs our attention and effort the most is in the

area of racism and white privilege. Over the next few months we will be looking at these

issues through a variety of experiences. Our Spiritual Growth team will start us off with

spiritual growth sessions on racism (see elsewhere in this newsletter for more information

about that). After that we want to set up a time where our youth who have been in

conversation about racism with other churches’ youth can share their experiences with us.

Over the summer the Community Team will facilitate a trip to visit a location related to the

history of racism. We also hope to focus on story-telling about personal experiences of

white privilege and how that has an impact on persons of color.

You are invited and encouraged to participate in the spiritual growth sessions and

upcoming events related to racism and white privilege.  Let’s re-learn how to make our

community better in the months ahead.

If you have ideas or want to give leadership to events related to racism or white privilege in

the months ahead, please contact Jennifer Riggs, Witness Team Leader, at

riggs.jennifer@att.net.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

 

My family and I have spent this week grieving the loss and celebrating the life of Helen

Knight, my mother-in-law, who died on Sunday morning. Helen lived in Grady County,

Georgia for nearly all of her 83 years, was married for 63 years, raised three kids and

spoiled five grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

 

We were not expecting her death so soon — she was out working in her yard just a few

weeks ago — so the shock has been difficult. But we are thankful that she is not suffering,

and are sustained by the many, many expressions of love and support that we have

received from you and others. Thank you for being extended family to us.

 

I’m so grateful to Central’s staff, members and friends who took care of the many aspects

of our ministry that require extra attention the week before Holy Week. We are heading

home today and look forward to joining you on Sunday and the days following as we walk

the path of Jesus toward Jerusalem, the cross, and the empty tomb.

 

Blessings,

Linda

 

This and That

Narcan Training will be held in the Community Room from 5:30pm to 6:30pm on
Wednesday, April 18.  As a downtown congregation we urge all members of the church and
especially those who provide our community ministries to get trained in how to use this
medication that blocks the effects of opioids.

Thank You! – Special thanks goes to the three youth and three adult leaders from First
Christian Church in Macomb, IL, who visited us last week and made hygiene kits for our
Free Clothing ministry and started the process of cleaning our kitchen.

Easter Pans Still Available
We still have a few aluminum pans for people to donate casseroles for our Easter
Breakfast.  Also, we can still use a few people to donate fruits or pastries.  Pick up a pan
or sign up for the donation of fruits or pastries after worship this Sunday.

Easter Breakfast 
Please join us on Easter, April 1, in celebrating the resurrection by sharing a time of
fellowship with other members and our neighbors from the community!  Breakfast will be
served from 8:00am to 10:00am.

Improv Reflections from Kent Cook
 

Kent Cook and Roger Roe shared an improvisational response to the sermon on Sunday.

Here are Kent's reflections on that experience:

In preparation for our Lenten post-sermon improvisations, Roger and I usually begin by

reading the scripture and the sermon text conversations. Midweek, Linda also sent us the

sermon title and a poem that she was using as inspiration. The notion of “Relearning

Loveliness” or of always seeing the beautiful in our world is sometimes a challenge for me,

and this time, I was motivated to find a melodic foundation for the improvisation. 

Sometimes I will look to familiar hymn tunes with words that connect to the sermon theme,

and then use the melody in fragments or in larger phrases to connect emotionally with the

sermon concept, and ultimately, the listeners. Over the weekend, I had three or four tunes

swirling around in my head (one of which you may have heard clearly at the end of the

improvisation - “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God”) but I could not decide which one to

use. By Sunday morning, these different melodies had fused to form a slightly familiar, but

brand new tune. After a short discussion, Roger and I agreed that I would start the

improvisation with my new tune and he would join a bit later with supportive

countermelodies. After church he shared with me that he was staying in the background

but playing fragments of a tune from his boyhood church’s children’s choir - “I am a

Promise.” I will admit that today, I took the lead in the collaborative, but we were both

motivated by the search for loveliness and beauty, in this case, beautiful sounds.

Events This Weekend

Sunday, March 25

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Central Justice Network in the
conference room at noon
Exploring Faith in the parlor
noon

To see a full monthly printable
calendar of our meetings and
events, click here.

“Waking Up White” Spiritual
Growth Class Sunday, April

29 – Sunday, May 20

Two guest leaders, Nedra Feeley and

Paula Means, will be leading a class

this spring based on the book,

“Waking Up White” by Debby Irving. It

is a chronicle of one woman’s

personal story, experiences and

reflections of a white woman living in

a multi-cultural world. A powerful

quote from the book: “I believe the

most loving thing a person, or a

group of people, can do for another

is to examine the ways in which

their own insecurities and

assumptions interfere with others’

ability to thrive.”

The class will meet Sunday, April 29,

Noon – 2 pm (including lunch);

Sunday May 6; Tuesday, May 15*,

7:00 – 8:30 pm; and Sunday, May 20.

Everyone is welcome. Childcare will 

be provided upon request.

Participants are asked to read the

book in advance, available at Amazon

(and a few copies are available in the

church office for those who cannot

afford the book). Registration is free

but required by emailing

(office@indyccc.org) or calling the

church  office (317-635-6397).

*Note that the third session is on

Tuesday evening rather than on

Mother’s Day Sunday.

March for Our Lives is this Saturday

11 am - 2 pm on the Statehouse

grounds - rain, snow, or shine! We

applauded our youth when they walked

out to protest gun violence. Now it's

time for us to stand with them to bring

an end to gun violence in our schools

and on our streets. A group will be

meeting at the church to walk over

together around 10:15.

 

What's next? How do we move the

needle on gun safety and violence

reduction. The Central Justice Network

will gather after worship this Sunday in

the first floor conference room to share

our experience at the March and

strategize about next steps.

Save the Date!

The "Very Art Much Senior Large

Show" will be held on May 4, 2018,

from 6-9 pm at Central. Thirteen

seniors of IUPUI’s Herron School of Art

and Design will be showing their work.

We are looking for volunteers to help

that evening. If you are interested,

contact Susan Sears at

shsears21@gmail.com.

 

Pictured: The Tempest by Hannah

Nesbitt

Community
Conversations about the

Sermon Text

As Easter approaches on April 1, the

lectionary (and Pastor Linda) invite us

to listen to Mark 16:1-8, Mark's

perplexing account of the women

disciples' response to the empty tomb.

Ah, contemplating the resurrection of

Jesus.may be even more challenging

than usual this year. Read the text

and the reflections by Lindsey, Mark

and Kate on Central's website. Then

do your own pondering about the

empty tomb and your response to it.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
3/11/18:
Greeters: Bonnie Bomer and Kent
Grimes
Acolyte: Tamia Rivera-Figueroa and
Morgan Washburn
Worship Leader: Joan Figueroa
Children's Moment: Erin Leraris
Worship & Wonder: Debbie Abbott
and David Licht
Young Disciples: Joan Figueroa and
Erin Leraris
Communion Presider: Rev. Chris
Dorsey
Nursery Helper: Greg and Susan
Nickel
Offering Counters: Elaine Brunner
and Karen Sanford
Audio Technician: Bill Lambert

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Carolyn Bradbury and Mindy Hamm

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

March 25
Mark 11:1-11

April 1
Mark 16:1-8

Save the Date!
General Assembly 2019

Des Moines, IA

July 20-24, 2019

In celebration of Easter, we offer the

opportunity to sponsor the Easter lilies

and special music provided for the

Easter services. If you would like to

help with a donation of any amount,

please send your list of names to the

Church Office by Monday, March 26

along with your remittance. Checks

should be made payable to: Central

Christian Church, with “Easter

Lilies/Music” in the memo line. You

may also pay using Givelify.

A listing of your gift in memory or in

honor of your loved one will be printed

in the Easter worship bulletin.

Holy Week and Easter
Schedule

Maundy Thursday Service

begins at 7:00pm

Easter Services are at 9:30 and

11:00am

Breakfast will be served on

Easter from 8:00-10:00am

Egg Hunt will begin at 8:45am

News from  Week of
Compassion

Not only do we at central contribute to

Week of Compassion each year in

February (this year we

contributed $2,164),

but we have an

endowment fund that

contributes earnings to the Week of

Compassion! As of December 31, the

value of this fund was $12,894 and

that earned an additional $463 for

Week of Compassion in  2017! Week

of Compassion last year responded to

hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria,

responded to wildfires in the west, and

to the plight of refugee and other

emergencies around the globe. Thank

you Central!

Outreach Training
The strategic direction of the church is

to improve our outreach in the

neighborhood.  Many people have

asked for advice on how to start new

connections. Heidi Unruh will be

hosting a webinar on Wednesday April

11 at 6:30 pm to address this need. 

Because this is a webinar you will be

able to participate from the comfort of

your home or wherever you are.  

Please add this training to your

calendar.

 

This is a practical training to help us all

connect in the neighborhood. If you 

think you might attend, please email

Robin Miner.

New Witness Team
Brochure

The Witness Team has created a new

brochure that describes all the

ministries provided through the

Witness Team. Please pick up your

copy on the table in the Welcome

Center!

The Daughters of Z

Allisonville Christian Church is proud

to present the world premiere of the

musical "The Daughters of Z" on April

27th (7pm), 28th (2pm and 7pm) and

29th (pm). The musical came about

when Steve Caress, lead tenor in the

church choir and drama ministry,

noted that much Biblical drama

features male leads, while the

congregation has many talented

women. 

“In Indiananapolis Rabbi Sandy

Sasso’s collection of short

stories, But God Remembered:

Stories of Women from Creation to

the Promised Land, I was drawn to

‘The Daughters of Z,’” Caress said. “It

has a great message and five ready-

made roles for strong women. 

Sasso’s story is taken from the book

of Numbers and features the

daughters of Zelophehad, who had to

petition to inherit their father’s wealth

since there were no male heirs. The

playwright for Allisonville’s

interpretation is Georgeanna Smith

Wade and the music is composed by

Stephanie Grace Caress.

For more information, or to purchase

tickets, go to 5zproductions.org.

Making Ministry Abundant
Sessions

On April 8, we will hold sessions on

Spiritual Growth (Dick Hamm),

Finance (Bill Singer) and

Communication (Erin Leraris).

On April 15, you are invited to learn

about Community (Dawn Barnes),

Discipleship (Pam Senko), and

Physical Assets (Stan Worth)

On April 22, please join Worship

(Christina Presley) and Witness

(Jennifer Riggs).

Sunday March 25
Community Lunch Menu

Chicken salad sandwiches,
vegetable soup, vegetable-beef
soup, salad with fixings, fruit,
cookies, drinks.

No reservations required. Donations
requested but not required. Invite
someone you do not yet know well to
join you for lunch in the Community
Room.

Note: NO Community Lunch on Easter
Sunday, April 1. Join the Central
Christian Church community for
breakfast on that day.

Unite to End Racism

April 4th is the 50th anniversary of the

assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Join the National

Council of the Churches of Christ in

the USA and their partners in

Washington, D.C. for a historic event

to launch its Truth and Racial Justice

Initiative. Sharon Watkins is one of

the events main organizers.

For more information go to:

http://www.rally2endracism.org/

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

3/23
Mary Schilling

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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