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An Abundance of Grace
At Central Christian Church

 
“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions

was his own, but they shared everything they had.” (Acts 4:32 NIV)
 

Dear members and friends of Central Christian Church,

I write to you with words of encouragement. It’s time, once again, to begin our stewardship

campaign for the fiscal year 2018-2019. We’ve been blessed with an abundance of new

faces and families to our community at Central. Our pews are filling up with each service

that our staff has prepared for us on the Sabbath. But with a growing membership and

activities in and around our church community, we have obligations to fulfill financially. 

Our church as grown so much in the past couple of years; that we have opened a full time

associate pastor position. And with this new pastor, we will need continual funding in our

finances. I encourage you to pray, meditate, or simply reflect on what you, a member or

friend of the church, can give of your time, talent, and financially.

“Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of

Encouragement)," (Acts 4:36 NIV)

 

In the next few weeks, you’ll be receiving words of encouragement from our stewardship

team via emails and letters. We’ll be sending you a pledge card at the end of the month,

and we ask you to fill it out and bring with you on April 29. A few of our members will take

time during each service to give you encouragement as you pray, meditate, and reflect on

your personal stewardship for Central. Your pledges give us the ability to continue our

ministry at Central. We have all seen grace in some form or another here at Central.

Please, pray, meditate, and reflect on what stewardship you can bring to the table at

Central.

 

With loving grace,

Rob Hartman, Stewardship Chair

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

It was a glorious Easter celebration at Central on Sunday. Thanks be to God in the first

place for the gift of Jesus, obedient to Love even unto death on the cross, and for the gift

of Resurrection, the victory of life over death. Thanks also to many in the congregation for

your spirit-filled preparation for the day, for allowing yourselves to be instruments of praise

and service with our many guests and "regulars" who gathered.

A few days later our focus was on another prophet of God who was killed for his powerful

witness and work for love and justice. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was killed, as we all

know, 50 years ago. I participated in a powerful worship service at Christian Theological

Seminary. Some of us were in Washington, DC and others at events held here in

Indianapolis. So many words have been said this week about Dr. King's legacy and need to

continue his work in our troubled time. These words from his last speech (April 3, 1968) are

inspirational to me: "...we've got to give ourselves to this struggle until the end. Nothing

would be more tragic than to stop at this point...We've got to see it through...Let us rise up

tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand with a greater determination. And let us move

on in these powerful days, these days of challenge to make America what it ought to be."

We will keep moving on, witnessing to the power of resurrection and working for justice. As

we move on to this next Sunday, we will have the joy of blessing two children in our

congregation, Keeva and Zola Pittman. It will be good to be together again and I hope to

see you there!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Easter Breakfast Thanks!
Thank you to everyone who helped out in any way with the Easter Breakfast – donating
food, cooking, serving, greeting, cleaning or walking the neighborhood to invite people. No
official count was taken but we think about 180 people were served with at least a third of
them being guests from the neighborhood. This made a real difference in everyone’s
Easter celebration! Thank you!

Make connections in Central's neighborhood
Next Wednesday evening April 11 from 6:30 to 7:30 we have a chance to participate in a
webinar on how to start new connections in our neighborhood.  This is a great opportunity
to hear from a national expert on how to approach our neighbors.  Please respond to Robin
Miner (robinjminer@gmail.com) if you think you might attend.

St Joseph Neighborhood Cleanup
This Saturday April 7 at 9AM the St Joseph neighborhood Association is having their
annual spring cleanup with Keep Indianapolis Beautiful.  Click here for details. Contact
Robin Miner (robinjminer@gmail.com) with questions.

In response to a donation we made to Second Helpings as part of our current capital
campaign, we received the following note:
As a board member and volunteer, I wanted to thank you for your recent generous gift. We
are so appreciative of your generosity.
Sincerely,
Ken Hall

Events This Weekend

Sunday, April 8

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Making Ministry Abundant
(MMA) sessions (Spiritual
Growth, Finance,
Communication) in the
community room at noon
Nursery care will be available
until 1:30

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

Sunday Lunch Menu for
April 8

Supporting Central's Ministry Teams'

Making Ministry Abundant Sessions

to inform, vision, expand for 2018-2019

Spiritual Growth, Finance and

Communication Teams. And offering

opportunity to share a meal with friends

or someone new. All welcome!

Donation requested but not required.

Menu: Cod fish (baked or fried), Potato

wedges (sweet or white), vegetable

soup, coleslaw, hush puppies, green

salad, fruit salad, cookies, drinks

Concerts with at Cause at
Central

 

Central Christian Church will be

presenting a concert of chamber

music for strings and piano on

Sunday, April 22nd, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.

in the Sanctuary. Indianapolis

Symphony Orchestra members

Michelle Black, Sophia Cho, Perry

Scott, and Peter Vickery will join R.

Kent Cook in performing works by

Glière, Schubert and Shostakovich. 

Concert admission is free, with a

suggested donation. Proceeds will go

to support future concerts at CCC and

to benefit the Metropolitan Youth

Orchestra (MYO), a youth and family

development program of the

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.

The program is designed to use the

life skills learned through music

instruction to engage youth in

activities that discourage at-risk

behaviors and keep them committed

to staying in school.

Free Clothing Ministry
Update

In March, Central’s Free Clothing
Ministry was open 4 Monday mornings.
During that time, we served a total of
91 individuals including 22 persons
who were homeless or living in shelters
and 19 children.Thirty-one were first-
time visitors. This brings the total of
shopping visits for the first quarter of
2018 to 280 representing almost 200
households! 

Hopefully, we will soon be able to put
away winter clothes and get out spring
items! As you evaluate your wardrobe
please consider donating extras -
winter or summer clothes – to Free
Clothing. Put clothes in the garbage
can in the main church hall or LABEL
BAGS “Free Clothing” and place at the
bottom of the stairs at Door 1 (closest
to the parking lot) on Sunday.

“Waking Up White” Spiritual
Growth Class Sunday, April

29 – Sunday, May 20

Two guest leaders, Nedra Feeley and

Paula Means, will be leading a class

this spring based on the book,

“Waking Up White” by Debby Irving. It

is a chronicle of one woman’s

personal story, experiences and

reflections of a white woman living in

a multi-cultural world. A powerful

quote from the book: “I believe the

most loving thing a person, or a

group of people, can do for another

is to examine the ways in which

their own insecurities and

assumptions interfere with others’

ability to thrive.”

The class will meet Sunday, April 29,

Noon – 2 pm (including lunch);

Sunday May 6; Tuesday, May 15*,

7:00 – 8:30 pm; and Sunday, May 20.

Everyone is welcome. Childcare will 

be provided upon request.

Participants are asked to read the

book in advance, available at Amazon

(and a few copies are available in the

church office for those who cannot

afford the book). Registration is free

but required by emailing

(office@indyccc.org) or calling the

church  office (317-635-6397).

*Note that the third session is on

Tuesday evening rather than on

Mother’s Day Sunday.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
4/1/18:
Greeters: Bonita Braun, Marcia
Phillips, Bob & Kathy Riester
Acolyte: Riley Lopez-Shue, Nate
Marcus, Tamia Rivera
Worship Leader: Angel Rivera
Scripture Storyteller: Whittney
Murphy
Children's Moment: Erin Leraris
Nursery Helper: Kathy Knoblauch
Fellowship Hosts: Leraris family
Offering Counters: Chuck
Brandenburg, Jim Higginbotham,
Steve Martz, Jerry Nickel
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Jackie Miller, Marcia Phillips and
Fran VanMaaren

Fellowship Hosts Needed

We are in need of volunteers to host

our Fellowship time after church. The

task is fairly simple - prepare

lemonade and ice water, and set out

baskets of crackers and/or cookies.

The supplies are furnished by the

church. Hosts are always welcome to

supplement snacks with fresh fruit,

cheese or homemade goodies but that

is not required.

The sign-up sheet is located in

Fellowship Hall. You may also email

Marilyn Porter (c.m.porter@att.net) 

Thanks to recent hosts Bob Riester

and grandchildren, Elaine Brunner and

the Leraris family. 

Treatment not
Incarceration

Over the next three weeks, we will be

highlighting one of the three planks of

Faith in Indiana's Families First

agenda. This week we look at

"Treatment not Incarceration" which

addresses important reforms to our

criminal justice system:

Diversion programs so that
those with mental health and/or
substance abuse diagnoses
get treatment instead of being
returned to jail over and over
again. An IUPUI study of
Indy’s Mobile Crisis
Assistance Team program
showed a reduction in arrests,
but a lack of resources for
treatment.

An end to money bail so our
jails aren’t debtor’s prisons for
those who are too poor to be
able to post bail. The Indiana
Supreme Court ordered an end
to money bail by 2018, but the
prosecutor’s association has
fought to dilute the change,
stalling implementation.

Full funding and full
implementation for evidence-
based violence reduction
programs (sometimes called
Ceasefire) that have been
piloted in Indy but never scaled
up to provide the 40-60%
reduction in homicides seen in
other cities across the U.S.

Join us for the launch of the campaign

to put families ahead of corporate and

partisan interests at the Faith in

Indiana convention on Saturday, April

21st, at 1 pm at North United

Methodist Church. Let’s raise our

moral voice as people of faith to

demand Treatment not Incarceration,

Citizenship not Deportation, and

Opportunity for All!

You can use this link to register, or

email justice@indyccc.org for more

information.

Indy Pride Festival &
Parade - June 9

On Saturday, June 9 – Central will

participate in the Indy Pride Festival

and Parade.  Check out the website

for the Indy Pride Festival and

Parade:  https://indypride.org/

 

Like last year, we will be participating

in the parade and the festival booth

with some other Disciples churches.

 

If you are interested in participating

in the parade please contact Roger

Roe at  rogerroe@aol.com.

 

If you are interested in participating

at the festival table, please contact

Steve Martz at

sdmartz318@aol.com.

 

More details on how to sign up for

the parade and/or the festival booth

will be coming soon.

BUY 1 – HELP 3!
Purchase Coffee, Cocoa or Chocolate
from “The Cart” and your purchase
helps 3 causes:
1. Small farmers: Equal Exchange

trades fairly and directly with over 40

small-scale farmer co-ops worldwide.

2. Disciples of Christ’s Fair Trade

Small Farmer Fund: Since 2008 this

collaboration between Equal Exchange,

Disciples Home Missions and Week of

Compassion has donated 15₵ per

pound of products sold to food security

programs. In 2017 that amounted to

$1,169.

3. Central Christian Church Fellowship

time coffee, cocoa and tea: For each

item you buy 25₵ - 75₵ goes to help

purchase these supplies.

BONUS: Buy a bag of whole bean
Congo Coffee and a portion of your
purchase will directly benefit the Panzi
Hospital in the Democratic Republic of
Congo which is known as a safe place
for survivors of sexual violence to seek
treatment.

Visit the cart in Fellowship Hall Sunday
after worship!

The stories we tell and the
food we eat!

What experience or what sign

convinced you that the Christ is alive

and calling you to ministry? The

Gospel writers tell different stories to

answer that question. Luke 24: 26b-48

tells a story of Jesus' appearance

among the disciples and of his eating

fish in their presence. (Now I

understand why my Greek Orthodox

friends celebrate Easter day with fish

as the main menu item.) The text

invites personal reflection on our

encounters with the Christ and calls

us to tell our stories in response to

that encounter. Preparing to hear the

sermon on April 15, we invite you to

read the text and reflections by

Michael and Keith found on Central's

website. Consider adding your own

stories to theirs.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

4/10
Elaine Brunner

4/12
Carol Franz

Worship Attendance

3/4               188

3/11              189

3/18              168

3/25              148

March Average: 173

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

April 8
Acts 4:32-35

April 15
Luke 24:36b-48

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Warm gloves, Men's boots

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• OurFacebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account -https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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