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Citizenship not Deportation

This is the second of three articles highlighting the planks of Faith in Indiana’s Families

First agenda, as we look forward the founding convention on April 21. This week's

plank relates to our care and concern for immigrants.

An end to ICE Detainers so our local jails are not used as temporary detention
centers to hold undocumented immigrants for Immigration and Customs
Enforcement. ICE Detainers are different from arrest warrants. Arrest warrants are
signed by a judge; ICE Detainers are only administrative documents and are not
approved by a judge. In 2017 the Indiana Supreme Court declared ICE Detainers
unconstitutional and Marion County stopped honoring them. But many counties in
Indiana still honor ICE Detainers.
Passage of a “clean” DREAM Act that creates a pathway to citizenship for
undocumented immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as children – without
trading their future for policies that would deny a future to their parents or other
immigrants, including refugees.
No more funding for the Wall or the deportation machine. The White House wants to
increase the number of ICE agents, immigration judges, and detention centers
which will lead to the separation of 4 million families.

Join us for the launch of the campaign to put families ahead of corporate and partisan

interests at the Faith in Indiana convention on Saturday, April 21 at 1pm at North

United Methodist Church. Let’s raise our moral voice as people of faith to demand

Treatment not Incarceration, Citizenship not Deportation, and Opportunity for All!

You can use this link to register, or email justice@indyccc.org for more information.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

April is the month in the life of our congregation when we emphasize stewardship in a

special way. For us at Central, like for many people of faith, stewardship leads us in

numerous directions which I’ll summarize this way:

 

1.  Yes, it’s about money. Our leadership has put together a proposed budget for 2018-19

based on our understanding of God’s call to respond to the hopes, dreams, and needs of

our community and world. On Wednesday you received an email stating that to fully

support our ministry, including a new fulltime associate pastor, we’ll need an increase of

7% over last year in financial commitments. During April we listen, learn, and discern how

much we can give financially to support God’s ministry through Central Christian Church,

looking toward Commitment Sunday on April 29.

2.  It’s also about the time, effort, and passion we pour into ministries of compassion,

justice, service and worship. We are all doing ministry every day and everywhere we are.

Some of our ministry we do collectively through Central. During April we listen, learn, and

discern our congregation’s ministry through our Making Ministry Abundant (MMA)

gatherings after worship. The first one was this past Sunday, and yielded some great

results. Two more opportunities are available on the next two Sundays.

 

We have some wonderful events and activities coming in the weeks ahead. Keep reading

for information on several of them. I want to lift up one of these events and urge your

participation. On Saturday afternoon, April 21, from 1:00-4:00pm, we will join with others

across our state for the founding convention of Faith in Indiana. Faith in Indiana is the

outgrowth of IndyCAN (Indianapolis Congregation Action Network). We are launching a new

organization because we have gone statewide. IndyCAN has been our primary vehicle for

addressing systems of injustice in our city for the last six years, and now we will increase

our impact by joining with congregations around the state to work together.

 

Some of you have said to me, “I can’t go to all the IndyCAN meetings, but I can show up

once or twice a year.”  This would be that time!  Six years ago about 70 members and

friends of Central were among the almost 2000 people who participated in the founding

convention of IndyCAN, held at Light of the World Christian Church. It would be great if we

could reach or exceed that number on April 21.  You can register using the link in the

preceding article. Contact justice@indyccc.org for more information.

 

Hope to see you on Sunday!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That
Narcan Training
As a downtown church with many outreach ministries, it behooves us to have trained
Narcan administrators on hand. If you are interested in knowing more please come to the
educational event on Wednesday April 18 from 5:30-6:30pm. This event is open to all.
Call Jennifer at the Marion County Public Health Dept. to register: 317-221-4618.

Want to serve our youth without any prep time involved?
Get with your favorite person and sign up to be a gym supervisor. Youth at Central connect
with one another during Open Gym, and our goal is to have it open weekly for 20-30
minutes following Sunday service. It’s an easy way to make our youth ecstatic! And you
literally can catch up with your friend, while standing in the gym providing low level
supervision for our kiddos.  All potential gym supervisors should plan to attend the
Child Protection Training session offered on May 6. If we find 12 pairs, you could just
serve once a quarter. Let Erin Leraris know if you’re interested at cyf@indyccc.org

Fellowship hour hosts needed!
Snacks are provided -- you simply put them out and replenish as necessary throughout the
20 minutes following service. Sign up in fellowship hall!

Events This Weekend

Sunday, April 15

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am
Fellowship time follows
worship in the fellowship hall
Making Ministry Abundant
(MMA) sessions (Community,
Discipleship, Physical Assets)
in the community room at noon
Nursery care will be available
until 1:30

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

Making Ministry Abundant

A big thanks to the 25 or so folks who
stayed after worship last week to take
part in the first MMA (Making Ministry
Abundant) sessions. Many good ideas
were generated to help team leaders
look ahead to 2018-19. This week the
following teams will dream into the new
church year:

Community Ministry Team
Among their areas of responsibility are:

fellowship opportunities
church meals
coffee hour and greeters
funeral dinners
birthday/anniversary cards for
members

Physical Assets Ministry Support

Team

Working with the Facilities Manager,

this team does things such as:

deciding what routine upkeep
tasks and projects inside and
outside the church can be done
by volunteers
organizing opportunities for
volunteers to assist in various
tasks

Discipleship Ministry Support Team

(formerly Volunteer team)

This team’s primary responsibilities

are:

helping members identify their
gifts and interests
connecting team leaders with
potential volunteers

Please join us this week right after
worship. Help yourself to a FREE
LUNCH and select the team of your
choice. While you may be invited to
participate in a team’s activities, we
primarily want your input into the work
of the church. Come! All are welcome!

Concerts with at Cause at
Central

 

Central Christian Church will be

presenting a concert of chamber

music for strings and piano on

Sunday, April 22, at 2:00pm in the

Sanctuary. Indianapolis Symphony

Orchestra members Michelle Black,

Sophia Cho, Perry Scott, and Peter

Vickery will join R. Kent Cook in

performing works by Glière, Schubert

and Shostakovich. 

Concert admission is free, with a

suggested donation. Proceeds will go

to support future concerts at CCC and

to benefit the Metropolitan Youth

Orchestra (MYO), a youth and family

development program of the

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.

The program is designed to use the

life skills learned through music

instruction to engage youth in

activities that discourage at-risk

behaviors and keep them committed

to staying in school.

Feel you wardrobe is missing

something? 

Why not add a pop of color with a

fashionable Central Christian Church t-

shirt. These short sleeved tees are

available in a rainbow of colors. Adult

sizes only. Can't decide on a color?

Get one of each. T-shirts will be no

more than $15 apiece.

Kerry Armstrong will be in Fellowship

Hall after worship on the next three

Sundays to take orders. Stop by the

information table to see a sample. For

you late night shoppers, orders can be

placed online. All orders must be

received by May 2.

Be a trend setter this season and order

yours today!

Pizza & Karaoke

Mark your calendars for a fabulous,

multi-generational, low stress, high fun

event -- Pizza and karaoke at the

church.

April 27 at 6 pm we will gather in

Fellowship hall. We hope to have a

great turnout for what promises to be a

gut-busting good time.

If your last name begins with a letter

found in the first half of the alphabet,

please bring a salad, veggie or fruit to

share. If your name begins with a letter

found in the second half of the

alphabet, please bring a dessert to

share.

Free Clothing Ministry
Update

In March, Central’s Free Clothing
Ministry was open 4 Monday mornings.
During that time, we served a total of
91 individuals including 22 persons
who were homeless or living in shelters
and 19 children.Thirty-one were first-
time visitors. This brings the total of
shopping visits for the first quarter of
2018 to 280 representing almost 200
households! 

Hopefully, we will soon be able to put
away winter clothes and get out spring
items! As you evaluate your wardrobe
please consider donating extras -
winter or summer clothes – to Free
Clothing. Put clothes in the garbage
can in the main church hall or LABEL
BAGS “Free Clothing” and place at the
bottom of the stairs at Door 1 (closest
to the parking lot) on Sunday.

“Waking Up White” Spiritual
Growth Class Sunday, April

29 – Sunday, May 20

Two guest leaders, Nedra Feeley and

Paula Means, will be leading a class

this spring based on the book,

“Waking Up White” by Debby Irving. It

is a chronicle of one woman’s

personal story, experiences and

reflections of a white woman living in

a multi-cultural world. A powerful

quote from the book: “I believe the

most loving thing a person, or a

group of people, can do for another

is to examine the ways in which

their own insecurities and

assumptions interfere with others’

ability to thrive.”

The class will meet Sunday, April 29,

Noon – 2 pm (including lunch);

Sunday May 6; Tuesday, May 15*,

7:00 – 8:30 pm; and Sunday, May 20.

Everyone is welcome. Childcare will 

be provided upon request.

Participants are asked to read the

book in advance, available at Amazon

(and a few copies are available in the

church office for those who cannot

afford the book). Registration is free

but required by emailing

(office@indyccc.org) or calling the

church  office (317-635-6397).

*Note that the third session is on

Tuesday evening rather than on

Mother’s Day Sunday.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
4/8/18:
Greeters: Dick & Mindy Hamm
Acolyte: Phil Leraris
Worship Leader: Judith Wray 
Worship and Wonder: Mindy Hamm
and Julie Miller
Young Disciples: Bonita Braun and
Bill & Kimberly Stoddard
Nursery Helper: Elaine Brunner and
Scott Nickel
Offering Counters: Sue Allgood,
Marcia Phillips
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane
Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Mindy Hamm and Marcia Phillips

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
 

4/13
Nancy Beals

4/14
Lindsey Nickel

4/15
Steven Staley

Barb Weatherspoon
4/17

Hana Sargent
4/19

Ben Nickel

On April 22 starting at 10 am, there will
be road closures around the church for
the Brunch Run. Plan to arrive early to
avoid problems with traffic and
parking. For more details on exact
streets and times click here.

Dear CCC Family-

We are so thankful for the many hugs,
tears shared, and prayers offered
during this sad time of the loss of my
mother, Helen Knight. She loved
flowers and the bouquet sent by CCC
was exquisite. 

Your strength and continued support is
appreciated.

With love-  Bev, Linda & Isaac

We did it!
 
We met our matching fund goal for our
Community Ministry Grant!
 
This is the grant, supported by Lilly
Endowment dollars, that we received
through the Center for Congregations
(CfC). The CfC pledged $6,900 toward
our grant activities – and our task was
to match that amount. We not only
matched it, we exceeded it by raising
$7,100!

Way to go Central! Over 90 donors
helped us reach this amount – from a
foundational gift - to those from
members of the General Board and the
Vision Implementation Team - to folks
who supported the grant with a
donation and enjoyed some popcorn in
mid-March – and everything in
between.

Our grant – Weaving a Connected
Community – is comprised of over a
dozen activities to help us continue to
know and connect with our neighbors –
and to facilitate neighbors in
connecting with each other.

Whether you are interested in sharing
conversation over lunch, chatting while
eating s’mores, helping tend our
labyrinth, welcoming art show visitors
into our space – or numerous other
opportunities -- we welcome you to
share in living into Weaving a
Connected Community!
 
Robin Miner is our grant coordinator.
Feel free to contact her with questions
(robinjminer@gmail.com).

I, too, welcome your feedback and look
forward to discussing our grant with
you further.
 
Sincerely and gratefully,

Mary Hays
Chair, Vision Implementation Team

Food Pantry Update

The food pantry served 51 households
in March. These households
represented 93 individuals. Many were
using our pantry for the first time. We
are in need of several items at this
time and hope that you will consider
donating to the pantry. We need low
sodium soups and vegetables, dried
beans, canned corn, soup of any kind,
canned fruit, spaghetti sauce, and bars
of bath soap. Of course we will accept
any donation of food that you would
like to give and monetary donations
are welcome as well. Just note food
pantry on the memo line of your
check. Please place the food
donations in the grocery cart in
Fellowship Hall. We also need paper
grocery bags with handles. 
 
We are still in need of a volunteer to
assist with picking up produce from
the Indianapolis Fruit Company. We
have volunteers assisting with this, but
we would like to have additional
volunteers to help. Please contact
Jean Brandenburg at
jechrisbran@comcast.net or at 317-
507-4335 if you would like more
information about this volunteer
opportunity.

Earth Day at CTS
Wednesday

April 18, 11:30

You are invited to join the CTS family

for a special Earth Day Celebration.

The day will begin with Chapel at

11:30. The preacher will be Rev.

Preston Becker, Young Adults

Coordinator at St. Barnabas Catholic

Church. Preston was with us at Central

for a  six week internship a year ago.

Following chapel there will be a free

vegan or vegetarian lunch with a panel

discussion about the efforts of diverse

faith groups addressing ECO-Justice.

The Panelists: Lyle McKee, St.

Thomas ELCA Church, Bloomington,

Amy Barnes, Hoosier Interfaith Power

and Light, and Aster Bekele, Felege

Hiywot Center.

The lunch is FREE but you MUST

order Tickets at: https:/cts-earthday18.

eventbrite.com

Indy Pride Festival &
Parade - June 9

On Saturday, June 9 – Central will

participate in the Indy Pride Festival

and Parade.  Check out the website

for the Indy Pride Festival and

Parade:  https://indypride.org/

 

Like last year, we will be participating

in the parade and the festival booth

with some other Disciples churches.

If you are interested in participating

in the parade please contact Roger

Roe at  rogerroe@aol.com.

 

If you are interested in participating

at the festival table, please contact

Steve Martz at

sdmartz318@aol.com.    

 

More details on how to sign up for

the parade and/or the festival booth

will be coming soon.

Love: Conversation, Truth
and Action

 
Speech is usually easier than actions.
Love is rarely as easy as romantic
stories would have us believe. The
late first-century church struggled with
living out the love of Christ in a hostile
culture.

Listen carefully to 1 John 3:16-24;
hear the church's struggle and find
your own voice in the conversation
about love and action as followers of
the Christ. On Central's website

Melanie and Joan share pieces of their
own stories intersecting with this
sermon text for April 22. What is your
story? How does the text challenge
you? How can our community respond
in order to live out the love of Christ in
a hostile culture?

Sunday Lunch Menu
4/15/2018

Chicken pot pie, vegetable pot pie,

cream of broccoli soup, green salad,

fruit salad, cookies, drinks

All welcome in the community room.

Donation requested but not required.

Share a meal with friends and with

someone new to you. Free lunch

provided for Making Ministry Abundant

participants exploring Central's

Community, Discipleship, and Physical

Assets Teams' ministries.

BUY 1 – HELP 3!
Purchase Coffee, Cocoa or Chocolate
from “The Cart” and your purchase
helps 3 causes:
1. Small farmers: Equal Exchange

trades fairly and directly with over 40

small-scale farmer co-ops worldwide.

2. Disciples of Christ’s Fair Trade

Small Farmer Fund: Since 2008 this

collaboration between Equal Exchange,

Disciples Home Missions and Week of

Compassion has donated 15₵ per

pound of products sold to food security

programs. In 2017 that amounted to

$1,169.

3. Central Christian Church Fellowship

time coffee, cocoa and tea: For each

item you buy 25₵ - 75₵ goes to help

purchase these supplies.

BONUS: Buy a bag of whole bean
Congo Coffee and a portion of your
purchase will directly benefit the Panzi
Hospital in the Democratic Republic of
Congo which is known as a safe place
for survivors of sexual violence to seek
treatment.

Visit the cart in Fellowship Hall Sunday
after worship!

UPCOMING PREACHING
TEXTS

April 15
Luke 24:36b-48, Jeremiah 31:31-34

April 22
1 John 3:16-24

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Cookware, Small kitchen appliances

Free Clothing needs: men's jeans, slacks, shirts, belts, shoes; women's jeans,
bras; winter jackets, sweatpants, sweatshirts, hats, gloves, backpacks, tote bags

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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