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A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

Sunday was a joyful and uplifting day in Central's life as we celebrated 185 years of life
and ministry, enthusiastically approved the recommendation to call Luis Gierbolini as our
new Associate Pastor, took a fun new photo (above), and enjoyed a great indoor picnic.
The energy and excitement were palpable!

Pastor Luis will begin his ministry with Central on July 8. We welcome him, his wife
Learsy, and their children Omaree (age 16) and Emerie (age 5), and we look forward to
sharing this journey of mission and ministry.

Please note (below) that Mary Robinson, our Church Administrator, will be out of the office
beginning Monday and will return on June 28. We will have volunteers staffing the office on
Monday 9am-1pm and Tuesday through Friday 10am-2pm. A big "thank you" in advance to
our volunteers!

Our "Summer of Psalms and Stories" continues on Sunday as we frame our worship
service around the "Bless the Lord, O my soul" of Psalm 103, and Jennifer Riggs shares a
story about Central's hosting of marriages and union ceremonies. Hope to see you there!

Blessings,
Linda

This and That

Safety Training
Did you know that Central has a safety and security policy? Do you want to know more
about it so you can be prepared to act in any safety situation that might arise at Central?
Then please come join some of the Witness Team volunteers who will be trained on the
policy Sunday, June 24 before worship – 9:30am in the Parlor. Bev Knight will provide the
training.

Events This Weekend
 

Saturday, June 16

Card making in the art room at
10am

Sunday, June 17

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Children age 3 through
5th grade will be together during
the sermon time.
Lunch following worship in the
community room
Interpersonal Awareness in
the conference room at noon

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

Psalm of the Week

Psalm 103 (New Revised Standard
Version) -- try to read aloud once or
twice before Sunday...

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me,

    bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
    and do not forget all his benefits—
who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pit,
    who crowns you with steadfast love
and mercy,
who satisfies you with good as long as
you live
    so that your youth is renewed like
the eagle’s.

The LORD works vindication
    and justice for all who are
oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses,
    his acts to the people of Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.
He will not always accuse,
    nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to
our sins,

nor repay us according to our
iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the
earth,
    so great is his steadfast love toward
those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
    so far he removes our
transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his
children,
    so the LORD has compassion for
those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made;
    he remembers that we are dust.

As for mortals, their days are like
grass;
    they flourish like a flower of the
field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is
gone,
    and its place knows it no more.
But the steadfast love of the LORD is
from everlasting to everlasting
    on those who fear him,

and his righteousness to children’s
children,
to those who keep his covenant
    and remember to do his
commandments.

The LORD has established his throne in
the heavens,
    and his kingdom rules over all.
Bless the LORD, O you his angels,
    you mighty ones who do his bidding,

obedient to his spoken word.
Bless the LORD, all his hosts,
    his ministers that do his will.
Bless the LORD, all his works,
    in all places of his dominion.
Bless the LORD, O my soul.

The Church Administrator will be out of
the office starting June 18 and will
return on June 28. Please send all
notices and articles for the newsletter
to the Pastor at

pastor@indyccc.org.

Act Local: On June 24 and July 1, we
will be selling global items to raise
funds for the Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund. In addition to the Pastor, Linda
Kirchoff, our volunteer social worker
uses these funds to help people. For
the last couple of years, since her
retirement, Linda has volunteered from
10:00am until 2:00pm on Mondays
while the Free Clothing and Thrift Shop
are open. 
 
Linda says: “In my ministry, I assist
neighbors with utility bill help, payment
for a new birth certificate, a bus
payment to get back to their home, to
name a few. I also assist members of
our church who are having a short-term
crisis and need financial help.  In the
past four months, I have seen an
average of 22 neighbors per month and
used an average of $207 per month. In
January, funds were almost gone and I
was unable to help many clients.”
 
Think Global: Over 100 global items
have been donated to help us raise
funds. They include the following:

A rubbing from the Angkor Watt
Temple in Cambodia
A sisal basket from Swaziland
Rafia cloth from the Democratic
Republic of Congo
A pop-up book from Japan
An amber pin from Soviet
Georgia

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
6/10/18:

Greeters: Jackie Miller and Marcia
Phillips
Exit Greeter: Patrick Siscoe
Acolyte: Riley Lopez-Shue and Lyla
Rodenberger
Worship Leader: Erin Leraris
Children's Time: Erin Leraris and
Elaine Brunner
Nursery Worker: Sarah Murphy and
Lindsey Nickel
Fellowship Host: The Community
team
Offering Counters: Steve Martz
and Marcia Phillips
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Carolyn Bradbury and Mindy Hamm

Birthdays and Anniversaries*
June 15

Susan Ferrer and Carol Lindsey*
June 16

William and Rhonda Kincaid*
June 17

Lori Adams
Lee and Judina Brunner*

June 18
David and Jenny McAllister*

June 19
Kate Kozinski and Kate Smanik*

June 20
Kim and Mark Watkins*

In April, the Rev. John Dorhauer,
General Minister and President of the
United Church of Christ, issued a
statement regarding the two men
arrested in a Philadelphia Starbucks. It
is such a clear statement regarding
white privilege that we share it here:

For white people who still wonder if
privilege exists or are unsure what it
looks like, ask yourself this question.
How many times have you been asked
to leave a coffee shop while sitting
there doing nothing? I sit in coffee
shops all the time, in cities all over the
country. I frequently use coffee shops
for meeting spaces with local leaders,
or hang out in one while waiting for a
meeting to begin. I have never been
approached by a worker or a police
officer. I can’t imagine I will be.

Read that last line again: I can’t
imagine I will be. That is privilege. I go
anywhere and I don’t worry about how I
will be treated. That is privilege. I can
be anywhere and not fear being
arrested. That is privilege. To have
lived this long and never felt these
fears or even imagined any of these
things could happen to me, that is
privilege.  

One of the things you hear black
leaders say over and over again is this
happens to them all the time. They not
only can imagine it, they fear and
anticipate it. That means every step I
take onto the streets or into
restaurants and coffee shops is a
privileged one. The difference between
“I can’t imagine” and “I live with it every
day” is enormous. And it’s rooted in a
systemic racism that permeates our
culture and produces privilege.

My steps are protected by that
systemic racism.  People of color walk
in very uncertain times and places
every day. Think about that, the high
cost to one’s spirit, well-being and
health. If you are white, you are a
beneficiary of privileges you no longer
have the right to ignore.  Privilege
comes with power, whether you earned
it or deserve it is not the point.
Privilege comes with power. Use it to
make a difference. Unite to make a
difference. Unite to end racism now. I
will.

Interpersonal Violence –
Sexual Assault

 
In the midst of the #MeToo movement,
it is important for the church to take
time to better understand sexual
assault and how it can respond to
those who are affected by sexual
assault.
 
Our second session on interpersonal
violence will be held this Sunday, June

17th, after worship in the Conference
Room. Caroline Fisher from the Center
of Hope at St. Francis Health will help
us discuss Sexual Assault-rape
culture, rape myths, realities, sexual
assault forensic examinations and how
we as a congregation can respond to
people who have experienced this
particular type of violence.  
 
Lunch will be available in the
Community Room downstairs prior to
the session.

Why I shop at church
By Mindy Hamm

I love the idea that I can help others

while purchasing what I consider

necessities of life: coffee and

chocolate! That is why I buy from the

Equal Exchange cart on Sunday

mornings after worship. Equal

Exchange is the company that we, and

other religious organizations work

through to provide organic, small

farmer grown, fairly-traded products for

our congregation.

At our church, Fair Trade represents

justice and equality.  When I look in a

cup of Fair Trade coffee or nibble on a

chocolate bar, I see a farmer

overcoming poverty, her daughter

attending school, her son visiting a

medical clinic, and her community

benefiting. And since the small profit

made from each sale is used to

purchase the coffee, tea, and cocoa

served at our coffee bar – these sales

also help Central directly.

Getting to know the
Psalms and each other!

 

Each week of this summer we are

being blessed and challenged by a

psalm.

Psalm 104, the text for June 24,

invites us, with all of creation, into

praise of the Creator. And our

exploration of this psalm invites us

into conversation with each other, into

ways our community blesses God and

blesses each other and blesses our

world with its wonderful diversity.

I am especially struck this week by

the gift of diversity, both in creation

and in our congregation. The rich

variety of perspectives shared by

Judina, Kimberly, Sandra, and Marti

as they reflect on Psalm 104 enrich us

all. Check out these important

reflections under the Sermon Text

Conversations tab on Central's

website. Read aloud and meditate on

the psalm. You might even hear

something new for yourself, something

that will bless you and encourage you

to bless God and others. You may

share your insights by posting a

comment or by liking one of the

reflections already posted there. Join

the conversation.

Food Pantry

The goal of the food pantry volunteers
is to be able to distribute more items to
our neighbors this year. We received a
grant from the Canfield Trust to help us
do that. But we still need donations to
supplement what we buy from
Gleaners.

Right now the pantry needs dried
beans, low sodium/salt items, soup
of any kind, canned fruit, spaghetti
sauce, bars of bath soap, and
miscellaneous items such as
condiments, baking products,
mashed potatoes, etc. We also need
paper grocery bags with handles.

Please place your donations in the
grocery cart in Fellowship Hall. We
also accept monetary donations.
Please put food pantry in the memo
line of your check. We appreciate your
ongoing support of the food pantry. 
Thank you.

Join fellow Centralites for a trip to the
National Underground Railroad

Freedom Center in Cincinnati on June
30.

We will meet and carpool. The cost will
be $13.00. Please contact Patrick
Siscoe siscoepatrick@gmail.com (317-
778-4915) for more information or to
RSVP.

June 17 Lunch Menu

Salad bar / taco bar
Chicken salad
Cookies, fruit/ drinks

We request a $7 donation from all
diners, more if / less if. All
Welcome! 

Pick up your lunch and join Caroline
Fisher in the Conference Room for the
Interpersonal Awareness Workshop or
just join friends or meet someone new
for conversation over a meal.
Community happens here.

Upcoming Preaching Texts

June 17
Psalm 103

June 24
Psalm 104

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Cookware, Small kitchen appliances

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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