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Congregational Meeting on July 8

A called congregational meeting will take place following worship on Sunday, July 8. The

purpose of this meeting is to receive and vote on a nomination for moderator. The nominee

is Mary Hays, who has served as moderator in the past on more than one occasion. Mary

has been a member of Central since the early 1990s. Many thanks to Mary for "stepping

up!"

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

Our church year ends tomorrow and a new one begins on July 1. It's been quite a year!

We've been challenged by staff transitions and yet a lot of wonderful things have

happened. The congregation has continued to grow, especially our young adults. We

hosted homeless men in our gymnasium and started a Sunday lunch program. We have a

new Church Administrator and look forward (in 9 days!) to welcoming a new Associate

Pastor. We have been generous financial supporters of our ministry and increased our

budget for the coming year. We have continued our work for justice and inclusion, and

gathered weekly to praise God and equip ourselves for living and making a positive

difference in this world.

I am immensely grateful for all those who have served in leadership positions during this

year -- for officers and team leaders, deacons and nursery workers, trustees and board

members, elders and worship leaders, vision implementers and search committees, ark

keepers, volunteers in our food pantry, thrift shop, and free clothing program, and so many

more! It would take far too long to name everyone who has contributed to making Central

the community that it is and having the impact it has. Please know that each of you, in

whatever way you serve, is appreciated.

Our Summer of Psalms and Stories continues. I hope you are enjoying the deep dive we

are taking into the psalms in worship -- and maybe even outside of worship. We've been

blessed by those who have shared their responses to the psalms through music or dance

in the worship service. How are you responding? What is being inspired in you? Let me

know, and hope to see you on Sunday!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Think Global; Act Local -- We thought global on Sunday, raising $779 through both the
sale of donated items and donations placed in the offering plate. There are still plenty of
items left for sale, so bring your cash again this Sunday. We acted local on Monday, when
Jean Brandenburg stepped in to replace Linda Kirchhoff (who is recovering from surgery)
as our volunteer social worker. She was able to help several people who needed money for
utilities, a birth certificate, and just someone to talk to.

Think Again -- When you come to church this Sunday you will notice RETHINK 65/70
signs along Delaware and Ft Wayne streets. As the Vision Implementation Team (VIT)
continues to reach out in the neighborhood we are aligning some of our activities with the
priorities of the St Joseph Neighborhood Association. A couple of us attended the St
Joseph Neighborhood Association last week and we learned that one of their top priorities
is to participate in RETHINK 65/70 through which the downtown neighborhoods are trying to
influence the Indiana Dept of Transportation (IDOT) project to re-build the north split of I-65
and I-70. IDOT wants to build bigger walls which will further isolate neighborhoods from
each other. RETHINK 65/70 has other ideas based on similar projects in other cities and
would like IDOT to slow down and discuss other possibilities. Central will now have a
representative at the RETHINK coalition meetings.

Thanks to everyone who attended the session on CCC’s Safety & Security Plan.  Click
here copies of the Emergency Procedures and Safety & Security Plan.   Please contact
Bev Knight bevknight@aol.com or Stan Worth facilities@indyccc.org with any questions.

Save the Date! -- On Sunday, July 8, following worship, come and lend a hand in laying out
a labyrinth on our lawn. More details in next Friday's eConnections.

A Summer of Stories

During the summer we are sharing stories from Central's history during worship. We will
reprint them in eConnections so that all can read them. Here is a story about marriages, as
told by Jennifer Riggs on June 17.

Just like all other churches, traditional weddings have always been held here at Central. 

In the early 1980s the church was approached by a Muslim couple who were looking for a
sacred space in which to get married. They wanted more than a government ceremony.
Since both the pastor and the student minister were going to be out of town on the day the
couple wanted to marry, I was asked to do the ceremony. The Muslim couple was very
appreciative of Central’s willingness to share our sacred space while still respecting their
faith tradition.

About 10 years later, Central’s ministers started getting requests for union ceremonies.
Many of these ceremonies were held outside the church building. However, when one of
the members of the church asked to have a union ceremony inside the sanctuary, the
minister at that time decided he needed to ask around, and when he asked Jim Keown how
to handle it, Jim’s answer was that it was a member wanting to use the sanctuary where he
worshiped every Sunday. The nature of the ceremony that would be performed wasn’t the
important issue.

A few years later another minister decided it was time for the church to make an official
decision about union ceremonies in the church. The minister asked the Elders to weigh in
on the matter. I was an Elder then, and the conversation went like this: the minister asked
the question and the first Elder to speak up was not anyone that I thought would have
spoken up about the issue. She immediately said: “Why wouldn’t we?”  That is a theme
that has been carried out for many decades at Central, no matter what the issue was –
Why wouldn’t we do a new thing? Why wouldn’t we be welcoming of doing something
different than the way it has always been done?

After her question of “Why wouldn’t we?” another Elder (who was one of the wealthiest
supporters of the church at that time) spoke up with reasons for why we shouldn’t do this
new thing. He was given the respect of being listened to (for a very long time, I might add),
and shortly after he finished speaking someone called for the question. The vote was taken
and everyone else agreed to make it official. Even though they were aware that the vote
might have financial implications, the Elders affirmed holding union ceremonies in the
sanctuary.

Now we’re in a new day and able to hold wedding ceremonies for all. I’m proud to be part of
this kind of church. After all, “God is love. Those that live in God’s love live in God. And
God lives in them.”

Events This Weekend

Sunday, July 1

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Children age 3 through
5th grade will be together during
the sermon time.
Pizza with the Pastor in the
parlor following worship.
Taizé Service in the sanctuary
at 5pm.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

A Summer of Psalms

Psalm 42 and 43 (New Revised
Standard Version) -- read aloud once,
twice, or thrice before Sunday...

As a deer longs for flowing streams,
    so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
    for the living God.
When shall I come and behold
    the face of God?
My tears have been my food
    day and night,
while people say to me continually,

“Where is your God?”

These things I remember,
    as I pour out my soul:
how I went with the throng,
    and led them in procession to the
house of God,
with glad shouts and songs of
thanksgiving,
    a multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul,

and why are you disquieted within
me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,
    my help and my God.

My soul is cast down within me;
    therefore I remember you
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
    from Mount Mizar.
Deep calls to deep

at the thunder of your cataracts;
all your waves and your billows
    have gone over me.
By day the LORD commands his
steadfast love,

and at night his song is with me,
    a prayer to the God of my life.

I say to God, my rock,
    “Why have you forgotten me?
Why must I walk about mournfully

because the enemy oppresses me?”
As with a deadly wound in my body,
    my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me continually,
    “Where is your God?”

Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you disquieted within
me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,

my help and my God.

Vindicate me, O God, and defend my
cause
    against an ungodly people;
from those who are deceitful and unjust

deliver me!
For you are the God in whom I take
refuge;
    why have you cast me off?
Why must I walk about mournfully

because of the oppression of the
enemy?

O send out your light and your truth;
    let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill

and to your dwelling.
Then I will go to the altar of God,
    to God my exceeding joy;
and I will praise you with the harp,
    O God, my God.

Why are you cast down, O my soul,
    and why are you disquieted within
me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him,

my help and my God.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
6/24/18:

Greeters: Debbie Abbott and Jon
Barnes
Acolyte: Nate Marcus
Worship Leader: Leon Riley
Children's Moment: Christina
Presley
Children's Sermon Time: Erin
Leraris and Jessica Rodenberger
Nursery Worker: Greg & Susan
Nickel
Fellowship Host: Jay Arend &
Patrick Siscoe
Offering Counters: Chuck
Brandenburg and Steve Martz
Audio Technician: Rick Sancken-
Marx

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Sandy Heidenreich, Jackie Miller,
Marcia Phillips, Jennifer Riggs,
Mary Schilling

Upcoming Preaching Texts

July 1
Psalm 42 & 43

July 8
Psalm 88

 

A part of white privilege is the
assumption that white culture is the
norm, and all other cultures are of less
value. That has resulted in parts of
other cultures being lost through time
and assimilation. As we approach the
4th of July when we celebrate our
independence from England, let us not
forget our cultural oppression of Native
Americans. Let us pause to reflect on
how throughout our history, non-white
persons have been forced to give up
much of their culture in order to fit into
what is considered the norm.

There are so many examples of this
that could be shared, but because
music is such a vital part of Central’s
life together, we share a musical
example. In a recent issue of “News
from Yale Divinity School” there is a
video and information about bringing
back to life hymns from an 1845 Indian
Melodies tune book. You can see the
video, hear the music, and read more
about it here. Note especially the
statement that 19th century musical

reformers deemed the Indian melodies
“primitive” and called for the European
aesthetic in sacred singing, so the
Indian melodies fell out of practice.

Imagine how much more interesting life
would be in the United States if we
didn’t have to go to cultural fairs to
experience a culture different than
ours. What if the experiences of a
cultural fair were just a part of our daily
lives? What is it about white culture
that is so threatened by something
different? What if our Sunday morning
experiences included Indian Melodies?
What if our celebrations of July 4th

included more than the “Star Spangled
Banner?”

Saturday, June 30 at 10:00 AM

at the Indiana Statehouse
You can register for the event here:
https://act.moveon.org/event/families-

belong-together/19945/signup/?

source=&s=

Pizza with the Pastor

If you are new at Central, please join
Linda McCrae following worship this
Sunday, July 1.

This monthly event is an opportunity
for informal conversation with the
pastor and with others who are new to
the congregation.

Meet in the parlor (off the main
hallway) about 15 minutes after the
service.

Hoosier Humanitarians

The Hoosier Humanitarian Award is

presented by Gennesaret Free Clinics

to honor people who have given of

themselves to help improve the lives of

other people. In 2018 the recipients are

our own Dave and Robin Miner.

Gennesaret Free Clinic's mission of

providing healthcare to people who are

homeless or unable to afford services

is based in the belief that the

community takes care of the

community. In this spirit of generosity,

Gennesaret celebrates people who help

others.

Gennesaret was founded in 1988. It

now serves more than 3,000 people

each year through the generosity of

hundreds of volunteers and supporters

each year who donate their time,

expertise, and financial support so

Gennesaret can provide healthcare to

people who are most in need.

The Hoosier Humanitarian Award will

be presented at Gennesaret’s annual

celebration event in Indianapolis, this

year on Sunday, August 5 at the

Indiana Roof Ballroom from 5:30-

8:30pm. This will be Gennesaret’s 30th

anniversary celebration.

More information and on-line

registration can be found here.

 

Contemplating the gift of
the Psalms, even the hard

ones!

Psalm 88 is described by some

biblical editors as a "Prayer for Help in

Despondency." In the midst of

troubling times, the suffering around

us can become almost overwhelming.

Do we turn away? Do we pray? How

do we pray? On Central's website

Elaine, Luke, and Marti begin a

conversation with the psalm and with

our community about this psalm and

about the suffering we face or the

suffering we observe. I challenge you

to live with Psalm 88 and to engage

the reflections found on our website as

you prepare to listen to the sermon

and participate in worship on July 8,

2018.

Indiana Churches Offer
4,122 Letters for the

Hungry!
 

Thanks to all who wrote a letter to
Congress in support of programs for
the hungry during our Bread for the
World Offering of Letters. Our letters
were combined with 51 other Indiana
churches and groups, and 4,122 letters
were delivered to the local offices of
our senators and representatives. A
complete list of the churches and
photos is available at
BreadIndiana.org/events.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

June 29
Tom Moit

Josh Pittman
July 2

Howard Bowers & Saundra Michael-
Bowers*
July 3

Matt & Katie Long*

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Cookware, Small kitchen appliances

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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