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Welcome to Luis Gierbolini!
 

This Sunday we welcome Luis Gierbolini as our new

Associate Pastor. Along with him, we welcome his wife

Learsy, and their son Omaree and daughter Emerie. We

look forward to our journey together and all that God will

do to and through us.

Luis' regular days in the office will be Monday through

Thursday. Beginning July 9, you may reach him by

email at pastorluis@indyccc.org.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

It is indeed exciting for me to welcome a new colleague, and for us all to welcome a new

pastor for our congregation. This day is the result of much prayer and discernment, of

building up our budget to support a second full-time clergy position, and of a thorough

search process.

Please remember that while we are meeting one new pastor, Pastor Luis and his family are

meeting about 300 of us! Wearing your name tag on Sundays will be very helpful, as will

repeating your name a few times. Luis will relate specifically to children/youth/families and

to our young adults, but we will all get to know him as time goes on. This is truly a moment

of great blessing, and we give thanks to God!

Hope to see you on Sunday!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

A called congregational meeting will take place following worship this Sunday, July 8, for
the purpose of receiving and voting on a nomination for moderator.

Greeters for Doors 1 and 5 are needed for late July and throughout August. Sign up here to
be a greeter! Contact Kathy Riester (kmriester@gmail.com) for more information.

When you come to church this Sunday you will notice RETHINK 65/70 signs along
Delaware and Ft Wayne streets. As the Vision Implementation Team (VIT) continues to
reach out in the neighborhood we are aligning some of our activities with the priorities of
the St Joseph Neighborhood Association. One of the top priorities of the Association is to
participate in RETHINK 65/70 through which the downtown neighborhoods are trying to
influence the Indiana Dept. of Transportation (IDOT) project to re-build the north split of I-65
and I-70. RETHINK 65/70 has ideas based on similar projects in other cities and would like
IDOT to slow down and discuss other possibilities. Central will now have a representative
at the RETHINK coalition meetings.

A Summer of Stories

During the summer we are sharing stories from Central's history during worship. We will
reprint them in eConnections so that all can read them. Here is a story about "being a part
of the All," as told by Jim Telford on July 1.

So my story, actually our story, began in the early 90s, about 25 years ago. I was in my
mid-30’s, and Kerry and I found ourselves, like many gay men at that time, feeling
unwelcome and searching for a community of faith that would actually welcome us. We
knew what it meant to be tolerated or accepted and we knew the difference between that
and actually being welcomed.

You see, not everyone who said All meant All.

My religious background was a relatively mundane, middle of the road Presbyterian from
Michigan who had spent most of my adult life church shopping with few if any purchases. I
kept looking for something but I wasn’t sure what it was. On the other hand, Kerry’s faith
journey was somewhat more “fundamental.”He grew up going to service 3 times a week,
captained a church bus, and where he worshiped there was no “instrument” nor would you
hear a woman speak. In his hometown of Mount Carmel Illinois, if you went out on
Saturday night, all the women had their hair in curlers getting ready for Sunday morning.
Church was as much a part of his family life as dinner. 

The early 90s were a different time for our tribe and we were luckier than many. We had
friends, jobs, full bellies and roofs over our heads. Many folks experience worse things, but
still, after you get yelled at in public, have things thrown at you from cars, your garage
spray-painted with hateful messages, your family specifically uninvites you to holiday
gatherings, and your government actively lobbies against your success...well, you begin to
not feel so welcome. When you add on the popular religious experience during that time of
being clobbered or shamed directly from the pulpit, you not only feel unwelcome but also
betrayed.

So, although we had very different backgrounds, we were both broken in ways we didn’t
understand and we both had unanswered questions, but we still had hopes of finding a
place we felt welcome.

So, as luck would have it, one day when we were browsing the Nuvo, Kerry mentioned an
ad he saw for a group called “fundamentalists anonymous” that was meeting at Central
Christian and what did I think about going with him. I felt like having a meeting for
fundamentalists anonymous at a church was sort of like an AA meeting at a bar?
Nevertheless, I agreed to tag along out of curiosity as much as hope.

We came to the church on the advertised date at the advertised time and found that the
building was locked. A trick? We walked around, knocked on doors, looked through
windows, pounded on doors and all the while we could hear someone playing the piano.
Someone was either inside or we were in some twilight zone. Eventually the music stopped
and someone came to the door. He told us that group no longer met but spoke briefly about
the church and invited us back the next day to worship service and to speak with the
pastor, Barbara Blaisdell. I’m sure our experience of actually attending the church for the
first time was like many of yours sitting here today and probably like those who have sat
there for many years before any of us. We were welcomed here without questions or
answers but simply with open minds, open hearts and open arms. Sometimes words
actually mean what you hear.

So we became regular attendees, joined committees and made new friends and found new
family. We experienced the support of the church through losses, unions, births, transitions
and many of life's milestones that come with aging. We never actually had a
fundamentalists anonymous meeting but nevertheless, Kerry hardly ever flinches anymore
when he begins to hear the organ.

My story and Kerry’s have diverged. Kerry is now one of the “old guys” and I found a need
to take a break from church. Ten years flies by when you’re not having fun. So, recently, I
found myself, once again, missing something but not sure what it was or where to find it.
Trying to avoid the Easter/Christmas stereotype, I decided to come back to worship
service on Palm Sunday this spring. I mean, who doesn’t love a parade? Much to my
delight, I found some old friends still here along with many many new faces who I hope will
be future friends. But what I most immediately recognized was the tradition, the same
unique warmth and the open welcome that brought me here in the first place.

So I want to thank you for twice for allowing me to indulge in being a part of the “all” in “We
welcome All,” and I look forward to being a small part of the 185-year tradition of welcoming
others for many years to come.

Events This Weekend
 

Sunday, July 8

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Children age 3 through
5th grade will be together during
the sermon time.
Congregational meeting in the
sanctuary following worship.
Laying out the labyrinth in the
lawn adjacent to the large
parking lot.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

A Summer of Psalms

Psalm 88 (New Revised Standard
Version) -- have you tried reading the
psalms out loud yet???

O LORD, God of my salvation,
    when, at night, I cry out in your
presence,
let my prayer come before you;
    incline your ear to my cry.

For my soul is full of troubles,
    and my life draws near to Sheol.
I am counted among those who go
down to the Pit;
    I am like those who have no help,
like those forsaken among the dead,
    like the slain that lie in the grave,
like those whom you remember no
more,
    for they are cut off from your hand.
You have put me in the depths of the
Pit,

in the regions dark and deep.
Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
    and you overwhelm me with all your
waves.Selah

You have caused my companions to
shun me;

you have made me a thing of horror
to them.
I am shut in so that I cannot escape;
    my eye grows dim through sorrow.
Every day I call on you, O LORD;

I spread out my hands to you.
Do you work wonders for the dead?
    Do the shades rise up to praise
you? Selah
Is your steadfast love declared in the
grave,

or your faithfulness in Abaddon?
Are your wonders known in the
darkness,
    or your saving help in the land of
forgetfulness?

But I, O LORD, cry out to you;
    in the morning my prayer comes
before you.
O LORD, why do you cast me off?
    Why do you hide your face from
me?
Wretched and close to death from my
youth up,
    I suffer your terrors; I am desperate.
[a]

Your wrath has swept over me;
    your dread assaults destroy me.
They surround me like a flood all day
long;
    from all sides they close in on me.
You have caused friend and neighbor
to shun me;
    my companions are in darkness.

Think Global; Act Local –
½ Price Sale

Thank you to everyone who bought
things from our Think Global sale in
support of acting locally through the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.  There are
still some global items left so we are
holding the sale over for one more
Sunday – Now you pay only ½ of the
suggested donation!

At Central, we are continuing to seek
ways to be a positive force in the heart
of Indianapolis. Perhaps having a tool
such as a labyrinth, like we’ve had in
the past, can help us be that -- a place
where people can come to clear their
minds, quiet their spirits or soothe their
souls -- whether in the midst of a work
week or on a weekend walk.
 
A labyrinth can be used in many ways.
It can be a means of contemplative
prayer. It can be a mindfulness
exercise. It can simply be a relaxing
way to move around in a patterned
fashion. So, whether the intent is
sacred, psychological or otherwise, it
can assist people in being grounded to
live their daily lives.
 
If our labyrinth (the 2018 version) is
something you like to help us get into
place, please join us in laying it out
following worship (and the
congregational meeting) on Sunday,
7/8/18. We will gather on the lawn
adjacent to the large parking lot. A light
lunch and water will be provided. (Note:
If the weather does not cooperate, an
alternative date will be identified.)
 
Here is a link to see the labyrinth
Central has had in the past.
 
Questions?
 
Contact Mary E. Hays at
mehays@mac.com or 317-972-0558.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

July 6
Malia Weatherspoon

July 7
Doug Fox
July 12

Janet & Rose Cheek-Stephens

Thanks so much to all of you

for your thoughts and prayers,

cards, phone calls, emails and

texts during recovery from my

surgery. I’ve missed you all

and hope to see you this week.

Linda Kirchhoff 

Last Saturday, fourteen people from
Central (including five youth) traveled
to Cincinnati to visit the National
Underground Railroad Freedom Center.
They all found it worth the trip and
encourage others from Central to make
the trip in the future, with some of them
saying there is so much to see that
they want to go back soon. They felt it
was very helpful to be reminded of
where we have come from in our
history in this country and to learn
more about that history.

The visit was impactful in some of the
following ways:

One family was struck with how
much we don’t talk about race in
this country, although it is very
much a part of our everyday life.
It is only when some media
story focuses on race that we
have conversations about it.
Several were struck about all
the historical persons who made
significant contributions in the
struggle against slavery but who
they had never previously head
of. Their commitment to the
cause of freedom was
significant, even if it wasn’t
acknowledged at the time.
One adult and youth had a long
conversation because they were
overwhelmed by the concept
that people could look at
another person and not see
them as a person, instead they
saw them as just a work
animal.They tried to wrap their
minds around how that could
happen.
One youth kept awake that night
after they got home, as the
youth thought about the section
of the museum on modern day
slavery, trying to come to terms
with the bad things that still
happen in this modern world and
what could be done to help the
40 million modern-day slaves,
since there is no longer an
underground network to help
them.
Some felt it was helpful to see
the timeline of American history
compared to the timeline of the
history of the Underground
Railroad. To see how the two
tied in with each other was
helpful in their understanding.
Some were taken aback by the
millions of lives lost on slave
ships and the fact that their
bodies were just discarded at
sea. They were also shocked at
the names of some of the ships
that carried slaves to the U.S. –
Good Intent, Grace of God,
Love and Unity, etc.
One became more aware of the
history of slavery in the North
and how states decided to
devalue slaves, counting them
as ¾ human, in order to prove
there were a higher percentage
of whites in their states for
better representation in politics.
Another later reflected sadly on
our celebration this week of the
nation’s birthday and the
contrast between our ideals of
freedom as a nation and the
reality and legacy of slavery in
America.

Engaging the Text

How well do you know yourself? What

does it mean that God knows you?

The power of Psalm 139, to be

explored together in worship on July

15, begins to unfold as we listen to the

reflection on the psalm shared by 4

Centralites: Gina, Lynnette, Alex, and

Carolyn. Each thought-provoking

meditation is so different, drawing us

into the multi-faceted ways in which

Spirit works in our lives. I invite each

reader of this week's e-connection to

pause long enough to check out the

conversation about the text on

Central's website; read the psalm

aloud; listen for Spirit to elicit new

insights from your own life; hear the

reflections from members of our

community; be open to the divinity

and to the humanity in yourself and in

your neighbor. You might even

encounter awe and find yourself loved.

Judith Hoch Wray, Sermon Text

Conversation Project Coordinator

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
7/1/18:

Greeters: Rick Appel and Carol &
Jerry Nickel
Worship Leader: Lynnette Li
Children's Moment: Jim
Higginbotham
Children's Sermon Time: Dawn
Barnes and Robin Beery
Nursery Workers: Bill & Kimberly
Stoddard
Fellowship Host: Greg & Susan
Nickel
Offering Counters: Steve Martz
and Jerry Nickel
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Bonita Braun, Jackie Miller, Marcia
Phillips

Worship Attendance

6/3          168

6/10        208

6/17        152

6/24        190

 

June Average: 180

Upcoming Preaching Texts

July 8
Psalm 88

July 15
Psalm 139

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, Large black trash bags, Men's
belts, Cookware, Small kitchen appliances

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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