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A Message from Pastor Luis

And the Lord came and stood forth, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for thy servant hears.”  (1 Samuel 3:10)
 
Hence the call of Samuel is described. When God called him to ministry, he was young
and felt he had about as much choice in the matter as you or I would have a choice
whether to respond to a voice in the night. Although I have been here for about a month, it
is with a little bit of that feeling that I familiarize myself to you as your new Associate
Minister.  I believe that God is calling me to be here and calling us to be together for the
next phase of the church’s life and story. Although most of you have probably read through
my minister profile I would like to give you a personal introduction about myself.

My wife, Learsy, and I have been married for 11 years, soon to be twelve! Omaree the
older of our two children is 16, and Emerie the younger is 5 going on 21. We have lived in
Indianapolis for 11 years and have resided in Pike Township for the past 7 years. We are
originally from New York City and Emerie is the only Hoosier among us. Learsy currently
works for the Pension Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) which is located at
the Disciples Center in downtown Indianapolis.  Omaree is a Junior at Pike High School,
where he is active in athletics and plays outside linebacker for the JV/V squad -- go Red
Devils! Emerie has just started Kindergarten at Guion Elementary School. She loves
singing, dancing, art and bothering her big brother!

I have been in active ministry since 2008 and was ordained in 2011, and prior to coming to
Central Christian Church I served as an interim minister at Danville Christian Church, and
as Chaplain of Religious Service and Community Involvement Coordinator at Pendleton
Juvenile Correctional Facility. I am also a trained chef and taught as an adjunct instructor
at the Art Institute of Indianapolis.

As you may already know, my main responsibilities here at Central are within the areas of
children, youth and young adults. While there are other parts of my job description, these
will be the focus of work. I am excited for the opportunity to serve our church in these
areas and in many ways, they represent the heart of our church family.

Back to school time is here which means our Sunday education curriculum will soon be in
effect. Here are some dates for you to keep in mind. Worship and Wonder will start again
on August 19, and Young Disciples on September 16. We have two activities planned: a
pool party on Friday, August 3, and an outing to Teter Farms on August 25 in conjunction
with Green Chalice. As we move forward we need volunteers and will be posting dates and
times. If you are interested and have not done a background check and training, please let
us know so we can schedule you with our safety team so you can sign up.

I am deeply honored that Central is willing to trust me with these tasks, and I am really
excited about getting to know you all.
 
Sincerely,
Pastor Luis

This and That

Calling all deacons! Deacons meeting and training will be held this Sunday, August 5,

following worship in the sanctuary. Contact deacon chair Christina Presley

(cnpresley@gmail.com) if you have questions.

As part of our Summer of Psalms, next Sunday, August 12, will be a Psalm Celebration,

with member and friends of the congregation sharing their experience of psalms through

music, dance, and spoken word. If you have something you might want to share please

contact Linda McCrae (pastorlinda@indyccc.org) or Danielle Hartman

(music@indyccc.org).

Thinking about Christmas in August? Come join in a brainstorming session for planning

Advent worship (that's the season leading up to Christmas). Sunday, August 12, following

worship in the conference room. Snacks will be provided.

For a current directory of Central members and friends, please contact Church

Administrator Mary Robinson (office@indyccc.org). To save paper, we will distribute the

directory in electronic form. For those who do not use email, a print copy will be available.

Be sure to let the office know of any upcoming meetings so they can be added to the

calendar.

A note of thanks from Second Helpings:

The congregation's generous gift is already feeding people here in our community. Because

of your gifts, 4,000 meals reach hungry neighbors. You ensure that so many people know

where their next meal is coming from. On their behalf, thank you!

Many thanks -- Adam Clevenger, SH Board Member

Storyteller Sally Perkins, who has performed and trained at Central, will perform "The

Supersonic Suffrage Story You Never Heard in School!" August 17-25. Click here for more

information.

A Summer of Stories

During the summer we are sharing stories from Central's history during worship. We will
reprint them in eConnections so that all can read them. Here is a story about Central's
building as ministry, as told by Sandy Heidenreich on July 29.

This year Central Christian Church is celebrating its 185th anniversary and 120 years at
this location.

We often hear that a church is not a building – not made of brick and mortar. But rather a
church is the people. I agree with that statement. But for worship and ministry to happen, a
building is often needed.

The use of Central’s building has a rich history. It provides a sacred space for worship,
weddings and funerals. Physical arts and music have been lifted up. Bible studies,
children’s programs and potluck dinners have been held here.

Central also provides a safe place for outside groups and organizations to meet, some of
which were controversial on simply not welcome elsewhere. In the 1990’s, Central housed
the Chris Gonzales Library when its sponsorship changed. Funded by Michael Bohr in
1995, the library housed his personal collection of materials which recorded and celebrated
the historical and cultural legacy of the gay, bisexual and transgendered community. Today
the library has grown extensively and is under Indy PRIDE sponsorship and is located on
East Vermont Street and has over 10,000 titles. Today other groups seeking a safe place
to meet include several 12-step programs. Advocacy groups such as Bread for the World
and Regional Green Chalice also meet here.

Finally, Central serves as a sanctuary. In the 1990’s Exodus Refugee and immigration
operated out of room 202. This organization is instrumental in welcoming refugees and
asylees and helping them with their resettlement needs. Today Exodus is located on East
Washington Street. Last year it served 501 individuals. Other past tenants have included
Offender Aid and Restoration (OAR) and the Indianapolis Peace and Justice Center.
Currently, the Tecumseh Lodge Education group meets here. This group’s projects include
crafts, dance and working with children. Proceeds from activities are donated to several
Native American Indian programs.

Central has certainly been blessed over the years by our community. We have a rich
legacy of service and hospitality within these walls. I look forward to our future and wonder
who is yet to come to Central seeking a sacred space, a safe place and sanctuary. 

Events This Weekend

Sunday, August 5

Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Children age 3 through
5th grade will be together during
the sermon time.
Deacon training in the
sanctuary following worship.
Pizza with the Pastor in the
parlor at noon.
Spiritual Growth team meeting
at noon.
Taizé Service in the sanctuary
at 5:00pm.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

A Summer of Psalms

Psalm 8 (New Revised Standard
Version) will be the featured psalm for
this Sunday, August 5:

O LORD, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the

earth!

You have set your glory above the
heavens.
    Out of the mouths of babes and
infants
you have founded a bulwark because
of your foes,
    to silence the enemy and the
avenger.

When I look at your heavens, the work
of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars that you
have established;
what are human beings that you are
mindful of them,
    mortals that you care for them?

Yet you have made them a little lower
than God,
    and crowned them with glory and
honor.
You have given them dominion over
the works of your hands;
    you have put all things under their
feet,
all sheep and oxen,
    and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the
sea,
    whatever passes along the paths of
the seas.

O LORD, our Sovereign,
    how majestic is your name in all the
earth!

Pizza with the Pastors

If you are new at Central, please join
the pastoral and music staff following
worship this Sunday, August 5.

This monthly event is an opportunity
for informal conversation with the
pastors and with others who are new
to the congregation.

Meet in the parlor (off the main
hallway) about 15 minutes after the
service.

The Wednesday Evening Book Group
has chosen its next four books:

1. Ordinary Light: A Memoir by
Tracy K Smith (Vintage, 2015);

2. United: Thoughts on Finding
Common Ground and Advancing
the Common Good by Cory
Booker (Ballantine, 2016);

3. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality:
It's Impossible to Be Spiritually
Mature, While Remaining
Emotionally Immature by Peter
Scazzero (Zondervan, 2017);

4. Together at the Table: Diversity
without Division in The United
Methodist Church by Karen P.
Oliveto (WJK, 2018)

We will begin our conversation about
Ordinary Light as soon as the books
arrive, perhaps next week. We have
set a goal of reading one book per
month. We meet at 6:30-8:00pm every
Wednesday evening in the parlor of
Central Christian Church. All are
welcome to join in the always lively
discussions.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
7/29/18:

Greeters: Sandy Heidenreich and
Oletta Keown
Worship Leader: Lyla & Tessa
Rodenberger
Children's Moment: Robin Beery
Children's Sermon Time: Mindy
Hamm and Bev Knight
Nursery Workers: Bill & Kimberly
Stoddard
Offering Counters: Steve Martz
and Maureen McCrae
Audio Technician: Rick Sancken-
Marx

Upcoming Preaching Texts

August 5
Psalm 8

August 12
Psalm Celebration!

A recent Special Issue of “National
Geographic” had a section focusing on
the impact that race has on people’s
lives.  It shared the following statistics:

Ratio of infant deaths per
thousand live births in 2014 –
Asian 4, White 5, Hispanic 5,
Black 11
Share of children under age 18
living in poverty in 2014 – Asian
12, White 12, Hispanic 32,
Black 38
Graduation rates for public high
school students in the 2014-15
school year – Asian 90, White
88, Hispanic 78, Black 75
Rate of 18 to 24 year olds
enrolled in college in 2015 –
Asian 63, White 42, Hispanic
37, Black 35
Unemployment rate, annual
average, in 2016 – Asian 4,
White 4, Hispanic 6, Black 8
Median hourly wage in dollars,
workers with a higher education
in 2015 – Asian 31, White 28,
Hispanic 24, Black 24
Uninsured rate in 2016 – Asian
8, White 6, Hispanic 16, Black
11
Prevalence of diagnosed
diabetes in adults in 2013-15 –
Asian 8, White 7, Hispanic 12,
Black 13
Homeownership rate in 2016 –
Asian 55, White 72, Hispanic
36, Black 42
Share with private employer-
sponsored retirement in 2014 –
Asian 48, White 57, Hispanic
34, Black 50
Life expectancy at birth in years
in 2015 – Asian 87, White 79,
Hispanic 82, Black 75

Race and ethnicity shape a person’s
life from birth to death and often set
limitations on their education, finances
and health.  With race being such a
determinative factor in people’s lives, it
is important that the faith community
strive to overcome racism so that
people can live lives consistent with
God’s love for all.
 

August 3 – Pool party for children and
youth (and their families) at the Leraris
home. Drinks, grilled meats, and a
veggie option will be provided. Please
bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Contact Erin Leraris
(eleraris@yahoo.com or via the
"Disciples Central" Facebook page) to
RSVP -- quickly!

St. Joseph Historic
Neighborhood National

Night Out

The Vision Implementation Team
continues to connect with our
neighbors and work in partnership with
others in our community. National
Night Out has become a flagship event
for the St. Joseph Historic
Neighborhood where Central is located.
The event promotes crime prevention
activities, police and fire department
partnerships, engagement of
community leaders, and neighborhood
camaraderie. We are ALL welcome to
join St. Joe Residents, IMPD, IFD,
Marion County Prosecutor’s Office,
Mayor’s Office, and City-County
Councilors for fun and games on

Tuesday, August 7th at 6:00PM at the

Northwest corner of 10th & Alabama.

The Neighborhood Association will be
serving BBQ with fixings, drinks,
plates, forks, etc.  Please bring side
dishes, desserts and chairs.

Once again we are gathering the
Keepers of the Ark for a Saturday
Morning work session on August 18
from 8:30am-12pm. A light breakfast
will be provided along with coffee and
juice. There will be various activities
from light to moderately heavy, all
depending on your skills and condition
levels. All are welcome. There's
something for everyone to take part in.
You can come for all or part of the time
as your schedule permits. Youngsters
are welcome as long as you're
comfortable with them working
alongside your elbows. This really is a
great opportunity to get to know the
physical aspects of the church and
accomplish some fix-up/clean-up that
is always needed for this Ole Ark.
Come join us!

Singing the Psalms

After a summer of exploring the
psalms in multiple ways during our
worship, on August 12, we shall
continue to engage the psalms
through singing, allowing our singing to
be the bearer of Good News to our
bodies, our hearts, our minds, our
lives. Preparing for that "sermon
through singing," Beth, Matthew and
Keith have offered reflections on
singing the psalms. You can find their
powerful testimonies on Central's
website. Note how many hymns and
songs are based on the psalms.
Choose your favorite. And sing!

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

August 3
Kent & Susan Grimes*

August 4
Phil Allgood
August 5

Jerry & Deborah Butt*
August 9

Phil Leraris

Worship Attendance

7/1         139
7/8         146
7/15        148
7/22        127
7/29        174

July Average: 147

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, large black trash bags, men's belts,
cookware, small kitchen appliances, linens, and towels

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

Frederick Appel, Jr. <rappel12@gmail.com>
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                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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