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Once again we are gathering the "Keepers of the Ark" for a Saturday Morning work session
on August 18 from 8:30am-12pm. A light breakfast will be provided along with coffee and
juice. There will be various activities from light to moderately heavy, all depending on your
skills and condition levels. All are welcome. There's something for everyone to take part in.
You can come for all or part of the time as your schedule permits. Youngsters are welcome
as long as you're comfortable with them working alongside your elbows. This really is a
great opportunity to get to know the physical aspects of the church and accomplish some
fix-up/clean-up that is always needed for this Ole Ark.
Come join us!

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

School has started, so even though it's 87 degrees outside as I write this, it seems like

autumn is just around the corner. People are returning from summer adventures, and the

church calendar is getting busier with events and activities. And speaking of which, here

are a couple of highlights of the month ahead:

This fall (August 26 to November 4) we will have the honor of hosting three seminary

students who are participating in the Learning Ministry Together (LMT) program at Christian

Theological Seminary. This is the fourth such group that we have hosted in about five

years, and this year's group consists of three students who will spend these 11 weeks

learning about and participating in Central's ministry. They'll be present and lead in worship

and in numerous other church gatherings, and will work on a project that we will assign to

them. After their time at Central, the students will spend 11 weeks at Light of the World

Christian Church, and then finish out the year at St. Paul's Episcopal Church. We look

forward to welcoming them on Sunday, August 26.

A couple of weeks after that, on September 9, we will celebrate the installation of Pastor

Luis Gierbolini. Our Regional Minister Rick Spleth will join us for this occasion of

celebration of this new pastoral relationship. Mark your calendar!

We'll spend a few more weeks with the Psalms as we finish out this month of August. One

of the interesting things about worship is the way we, though one congregation, experience

the same worship element in different ways. This summer we have heard psalms in

Hebrew, we've heard and sung older and newer psalm-based music, we've been guided in

meditation, we've experienced improvisation, we've written down our laments, and more.

Some of us find meaning in certain of these activities, and others in others. Probably no

one liked everything. And that is how it should be, in my view. If I like everything about a

worship service, chances are very high that my neighbor did not. God speaks to us and

moves us in different ways, and at Central we continue to embrace and affirm these

differences as we plan worship.

This Sunday's service will feature offerings by several of our members and friends through

music, dance, painting, and spoken word. You won't want to miss it!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Christmas in August! Come join in a brainstorming session for planning worship during

Advent, the season that leads us into Christmas. It's a season of waiting and expectation,

a season of celebrating hope, peace, joy and love. At Central it tends to be a season of

rich and meaningful, art- and music-filled worship, and YOU can play a part in making it so.

Join us this Sunday, August 12, following worship in the conference room. Snacks will

be provided.

Fellowship Hosts Needed. Sharing simple refreshments after worship on Sunday is an

important way to welcome visitors and for our regular members to fellowship with one

another.  Volunteers are needed to host the fellowship table. Please sign up in fellowship

hall. 

For a current directory of Central members and friends, please contact Church

Administrator Mary Robinson (office@indyccc.org). To save paper, we will distribute the

directory in electronic form. For those who do not use email, a print copy will be available.

Be sure to let the office know of any upcoming meetings so they can be added to the

calendar.

A Summer of Stories

During the summer we are sharing stories from Central's history during worship. We will
reprint them in eConnections so that all can read them. Here is a story about Central's
children and youth ministry, as told by Debbie Abbott on behalf of Glenda Survance on
August 5.

Central’s Journey with Youth – Growing Our Own

I invite you to close your eyes and imagine for just a minute a very different congregation.
One still filled with passion and stories – one where the marginalized are welcome.
However there are major differences between that congregation and this one. For one thing,
it was much smaller. Everyone could have sat spread out in a single section of pews with
room for guests to arrive late. And it was quiet – oh there were adult voices talking softly
as worship was about to start. And yet it was clear there was something missing – the
sound of children’s laughter, of them scurrying around, of their parents calling to them.
Those sounds were almost silent. Can you even imagine it now?

And like so many other churches, in our meetings and around our halls you could hear,
“We need families with children.” And after a while, we decided it was the wrong starting
point. Instead, we chose to change to a question: “What do families with children need?” If
we could figure that question out, then we could grow our own youth group. And the answer
came – they need place, place among us, a place that is clearly for them, a thought out
place rather than an afterthought.
 
Read the rest of the story here.

Events This Weekend

Saturday, August 11

Card making ministry in the
art room at 10am.

Sunday, August 12

 Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Children age 3 through
5th grade will be together during
the sermon time.
Advent worship planning in
the sanctuary following worship.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

A Summer of Psalms

This Sunday will be a Psalm

Celebration! Through singing,

instrumental music, dance, and spoken

word we will bring and open ourselves

to God and one another!  What is your

favorite psalm? Read it aloud before

you come to worship on Sunday!

The Wednesday Evening Book Group
has chosen its next four books:

1. Ordinary Light: A Memoir by
Tracy K Smith (Vintage, 2015);

2. United: Thoughts on Finding
Common Ground and Advancing
the Common Good by Cory
Booker (Ballantine, 2016);

3. Emotionally Healthy Spirituality:
It's Impossible to Be Spiritually
Mature, While Remaining
Emotionally Immature by Peter
Scazzero (Zondervan, 2017);

4. Together at the Table: Diversity
without Division in The United
Methodist Church by Karen P.
Oliveto (WJK, 2018)

We have set a goal of reading one
book per month. We meet at 6:30-
8:00pm every Wednesday evening in
the parlor of Central Christian Church.
All are welcome to join in the always
lively discussions.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
8/5/18:

Greeters: Carol and Jerry Nickel 
Worship Leader: Linda Bush
Acolytes: Riley Lopez-Shue and
Hazel Beery
Children's Moment: Bonnie Bomer
Children's Sermon Time: Debbie
Abbott and Luis Gierbolini
Nursery Workers: Bill and Kimberly
Stoddard
Fellowship Hosts: Doug Fox, Carol
Franz, and the Community team
Offering Counters: Kerry
Armstrong and Jerry Nickel
Audio Technician: Rob Hartman 

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Mindy Hamm and Mary Schilling

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

August 10
Scott Nickel

Gracie Wagnon
August 11

Marilyn Porter
August 14

Ronald Degges
Jackie Miller
August 16

Lloyd Wright

Last week Pastor Linda was part of a
conversation on NPR’s show “No
Limits.” The theme of the show was
“Dog Whistle” Politics. Listen to the
whole show here. While the show
focused on a wide array of issues
where dog whistle politics are used to
sway people’s thinking, one of the
main ways it is used is in the area of
race. Here is a small part of the
conversation.
 
When dog whistles are used, only dogs
can hear them. That is what happens
when language and code words are
used in conversation; only those that
think like you do understand what you
are saying and you end up talking past
those who don’t. They hear a different
message. When we allow our political
rhetoric to demonize or dehumanize
people of color we affect other people’s
attitudes toward them too. 
 
We live in a time when racist behaviors
are contagious. If a broad group of
people are doing something racist,
others that normally wouldn’t act out
their racism get caught up in the
division and tempted into a world view
that isn’t theirs. People are more easily
motivated by fear than they are by
hope, so they leave their hope behind
and move toward their fear by fighting
against what causes them fear, rather
than fighting for the thing they hope for.
 
Pastor Linda said that in Central people
notice differences but they don’t assign
those differences value. Take a
moment to examine your own thoughts
and determine if that is an accurate
description of you as a member of
Central when it comes to the issue of
race. If it isn’t, take advantage of the
opportunities you have at Central to be
in relationship with those of other
races. Relationships are what really
change us.

July Food Pantry Update

The food pantry served 47 households
in July and the office gave out
numerous snack bags to our neighbors
last month. We are in need of several
items for the pantry as well as for the
snack bags. We would appreciate
donations of dried beans, low sodium
soups and vegetables, Vienna
sausages, condiments such as
ketchup, mustard, relish, mayo, etc.,
spaghetti sauce, and bars of bath
soap. We need granola/breakfast bars,
raisins, cheese crackers, and
individual fruit cups for the snack bags.
We also need paper grocery bags with
handles. Please place any donations in
the grocery cart in Fellowship Hall.
 
The pantry will be expanding to twice a
month in January. As we move forward
to serve our neighbors more often, we
know that we are going to need more
donations of food and money. Please
remember the pantry when you see a
good sale on canned goods or if you
have a little extra cash at the end of
the month. And maybe think about
volunteering in the pantry. We will need
the extra help. Please contact Jean
Brandenburg at
jechrisbran@comcast.net or at 317-
507-4335 if you have questions or
would like to volunteer. Thanks for your
continued support of the pantry.

Centralites, it's that time of the year to
show support for our brothers and
sisters living with HIV/AIDS. The
Indiana AIDS walk helps support
DEFA, which provides transportation to
appointments, helps with rental
assistance and utility bills, assistance
with getting medication, as well as
emergency food and clothing for those
living  with HIV/AIDS.

If you are interested in walking with us,
the walk starts at 11 am on September
23rd at Eugene and Marilyn Glick
Indiana History Center. Wear you
Central Christian shirt if you have one!

Please help support Central Christian
by either joining our team or donating
here.

The 23rd Psalm for
Central in 2018

 
Beloved as it is, Psalm 23 may be
among the most difficult texts to hear
again with fresh ears, to see again
with unclouded eyes. Can we be open
to surprises from Holy Spirit for our
lives today, even through Psalm 23?
On August 19, Pastor Luis continues
our summer worship tradition of
exploring the psalms, using Psalm 23
as the sermon text for the day. In
preparation for worship, we invite you
to read aloud Psalm 23 in more than
one translation (found on Central's
website), reflect on the meditations
offered by John, Marti and Judith, and
listen for yourself. Allow yourself to be
surprised by Spirit as you consider
this psalm for your life in 2018. Join
the conversation: add your own
insights and/or questions on the
website. You are also invited to the
Lectionary Bible Study Class on that
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. as we
study this text together.

Upcoming Preaching Texts

August 12
Psalm Celebration!

August 19
Psalm 23

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, large black trash bags, men's belts,
cookware, small kitchen appliances, linens, and towels

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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