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Making a World of Difference

Join the Central Justice Network in the conference room after worship this Sunday as we
get ourselves organized for a new season of justice and advocacy work. A key focus will
be increasing voter participation - especially encouraging new and infrequent voters to turn
out at the polls this November. Politicians pay attention to two things: votes and dollars. If
voter participation goes up, politicians will be reminded that they work for us and be more
willing to talk with us about the justice issues we are passionate about.

Each of us has some issue that touches us most deeply - healthcare, immigration, criminal
justice reform, gun violence, education, etc. Collectively we can build the voting power to
move these issues forward. There's room in this work for all of us - organizing, knocking on
doors, making phone calls, entering data. Yes, we really can make a world of difference.

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,

"When we go out to do voter engagement, we are ambassadors of the beloved

community."

These words were spoken by a Faith in Indiana leader at a recent assembly where

congregations (including ours) joined together across racial, economic, and denominational

lines to organize a plan to increase voter participation leading into the November 6 election.

We at Central are involved because we believe that our faith is lived out through our

actions in the world, including the world of politics that impacts our lives in so many ways.

We don't endorse candidates or parties; rather, we work to enact policies that uphold the

dignity and provide access to opportunity for all of God's children -- and we hold politicians

accountable to these values.

Starting this month, we will be part of an effort to increase voter participation in Marion

County. We will remind new and infrequent voters that they are important, that their voice

counts, that they are part of the beloved community that we seek to be. We'll be sharing

more about this effort in the Central Justice Network meeting on Sunday (see above) and

you're invited to come.

In worship on Sunday, we will reflect on what is surely the most familiar of the psalms, the

23rd, with its images of green pastures, still waters, dark valleys, and cups running over.

"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want..." What does that suggest to you? Come and

experience this psalm anew in your community of faith. Remember to wear your name tag

so that we can continue to learn each other's names and welcome our guests. Hope to see

you on Sunday!

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Keepers of the Ark will meet tomorrow, August 18 from 8:30am-12pm. A light breakfast

will be provided along with coffee and juice. There will be various activities from light to

moderately heavy, all depending on your skills and condition levels. All are welcome!

Worship and Wonder begins this Sunday! Children ages 3 through 1st grade are invited to

their own time of worship following the children's moment, through the end of the service.

(Young Disciples will begin on September 16.)

There will be an informational meeting on August 26 after worship for those interested in

volunteering with our children and youth. For more information or to RSVP, contact

Pastor Luis (pastorluis@indyccc.org).

Fellowship Hosts Needed. Sharing simple refreshments after worship on Sunday is an
important way to welcome visitors and for our regular members to fellowship with one
another. Volunteers are needed to host the fellowship table. Please sign up in fellowship
hall.

A Summer of Stories

During the summer we have shared stories from Central's history during worship. Many,
many thanks to Kerry Armstrong and Sandy Heidenreich for organizing this storytelling
project. This, the last story in our series, comes from Sue McDougal, who served as
interim pastor from December 2000 to March 2002. Sue sends this story from Fort Worth,
where she now lives.

My first Christmas Eve was a hope filled moment. Attendance in Advent hadn't been so
spectacular. We had approximately 44 people or so the first Sunday I preached. The
following weeks there were a few more or less each successive week. Lots of congregants
had let me know they would be out of town on Christmas Eve.

I remember wondering to myself, "Are we gonna make it here? How can this few people
keep a church building this costly going?"

Most of the choir members were out of town on Christmas Eve and the decision had been
made to not sing for the service. BUT! Karen Sanford, a gifted bell ringer in the
congregation, said she could play the bells. I couldn't imagine what that would be like,
never having heard her, but thanked her profusely since we would now have music.

I prayed, "God, this is YOUR church. We will open the doors. May those who need you,
find us.”

That evening I came early to set up candles and the other things necessary for a
Christmas Eve service. I went to my office to put on my robe and write a last minute
benediction. I looked at the clock and realized I was about to be late. I rushed
embarrassedly toward the sanctuary, wondering if anyone else had arrived and would
notice me rushing in at the last minute.

No one had been there when I arrived earlier in the evening. Karen had already set up the
bells. I came around the corner into the fellowship hall and began to hear voices, and a
bumping sound with which I wasn't familiar.

I walked in to find 150 people in the sanctuary for the Christmas Eve Xmas service. The
bumping sound was boots across the pews and floor. It had begun to snow as it did most
every Christmas Eve my family and I lived in Indianapolis. Some of those that had come
said it was their first time. Others said they'd been coming for years as this congregation
was always so welcoming. Returning members admitted being mad about the inclement
weather, but said it was Christmas and it was time to put aside negative feelings. It was
the time to embrace the miracle of God's love to creation in the coming of Jesus Christ.

As we began to worship, I looked out past the beautiful stained glass windows and said,
“Of course, God. This has always been your church. Your children have always met You
here. Why should this night be and different?”

And I prayed to myself, “Creator God, we ask that You be in the words and love we share
tonight to make this witness yours! Thank you for reminding me that this is not about me
or us, but you and your love. Your love is the gift that KEEPS giving joy, love and life.”

I remember that night above all others at Central Christian Church! God reminded me who
the One is that always calls the church together. I fell in love all over again with God and
with the people God has called to give witness to what God was, is and will continue to do
through Jesus Christ for our hurting world.

Events This Weekend

Saturday, August 18

Keepers of the Ark will meet at
8:30am.

Sunday, August 19

 Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Worship & Wonder
begins after the children's
moment. Older children remain
in the sanctuary.
Central Justice Network in the
conference room at noon.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

A Summer of Psalms

This Sunday we will hear Psalm 23.

Here it is (in case you don't have it

memorized!):

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want.
He makes me lie down in green
pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
He restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the darkest
valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the
Lord my whole life long.

Want to save time driving downtown for
church meetings? Want to skip rush
hour and get home faster; skip the
snow and ice?
 
Central now has an account on Zoom
so that we can hold video conference
meetings. The Vision Implementation
Team has tried it out and likes how it
works. You can even share documents
with others. 
 
A user guide for how to sign in and
schedule meetings can be found here.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
8/12/18:
Greeters: Jamie Fox, Stephanie
Reinert, Kristen Sargent and Dan
Miller
Worship Leader: Win Turner
Acolytes: Anna and Ryan Kim
Children's Moment: Luis Gierbolini
Nursery Workers: Scott and
Lindsey Nickel
Offering Counters: Sue Allgood and
Marcia Phillips
Audio Technician: Amanda Lane 

Thank you also to those who have
helped in the office this week:
Sandy Heidenreich and Lucy
Williams

Many thanks to leaders who completed
terms of service this past June 30:
Officers: Verity Jones, Marcia Phillips,
Jim Higginbotham, Steve Martz
Deacons: Gina Cerimele, Deniese
Degges, Janet Stephens, Traci Elliott,
Jim Lopez-Shue, Robbie L-S, Kim
Watkins, Chris Welborn, Morgan
Watkins
Elders: Rick Appel, Carolyn Bradbury,
Donna Prince, Bob Riester
Trustees: Anne Maschmeyer
At-Large Board member: Kathy
Ballard
Team leaders: Dick Hamm (Spiritual
Growth), Christina Presley (Worship)
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

August 17
Debbie Abbott & David Licht*

August 20
Dick Switzer
August 21

Carolyn & Terry Bradbury*
Delbert & Phyllis Crocker*

A recent Special Issue of “National
Geographic” on race included a section
on the changing nature of race in the
United States. It said: “In less than two
years, white children who are not
Hispanic will no longer be the majority
among those under 18 years old in the
United States, the Census Bureau
estimates. By then, children who are
now considered minorities – Latino,
black, Asian, and others – will
outnumber them, although non-
Hispanic white children will remain the
largest racial or ethnic group. Within a
few decades the entire non-Hispanic
white population in the country will also
no longer be the majority.” It adds: “By
2044, 50.3% of Americans of all ages
will be from [today’s minority groups.]”

Take a moment to imagine the impact
that shift in race will have on life in the
United States. What impact will it have
on your children or grandchildren? In
Indiana, it is Indianapolis and the
suburbs of Chicago that will be most
directly impacted by this change.

How can you better prepare for this
new reality? If overcoming racism is
important now, imagine how much
more important it will be in the years
ahead? It is already too late not to
focus our attention on this important
issue and spend time learning more
about racism and its impact on our
community and country. The future
depends on our efforts now to prepare
ourselves to live in a more diverse
community.

As we enter the fall programing
season, this “Race Reflections”
column in eConnections is now
changing from a weekly column to a
periodic column. Watch for our
upcoming October after-worship
series on “Stories of Race” where
members of Central will tell their
own personal stories of race. If you
have a personal race story you
would like to share, please contact
Jennifer Riggs, riggs.jennifer@att.net.

Food Pantry Update

The pantry will be expanding to twice a
month in January. As we move forward
to serve our neighbors more often, we
know that we are going to need more
donations of food and money. Please
remember the pantry when you see a
good sale on canned goods or if you
have a little extra cash at the end of
the month. And maybe think about
volunteering in the pantry. We will need
the extra help. Please contact Jean
Brandenburg at
jechrisbran@comcast.net or at 317-
507-4335 if you have questions or
would like to volunteer. Thanks for your
continued support of the pantry.

Donations needed at this time: dried
beans, low sodium soups and
vegetables, Vienna sausages,
condiments such as ketchup, mustard,
relish, mayo, etc., spaghetti sauce,
and bars of bath soap. We need
granola/breakfast bars, raisins, cheese
crackers, and individual fruit cups for
the snack bags. We also need paper
grocery bags with handles. Please
place any donations in the grocery cart
in Fellowship Hall. Thank you!!!

Centralites, it's that time of the year to
show support for our brothers and
sisters living with HIV/AIDS. The
Indiana AIDS walk helps provide
transportation to appointments, rental
assistance and utility bills, assistance
with getting medication, as well as
emergency food and clothing for those
living  with HIV/AIDS.

If you are interested in walking with us,
the walk starts at 11am on September
23rd at Eugene and Marilyn Glick
Indiana History Center. Wear your
Central Christian shirt if you have one!

Please help support Central Christian
by either joining our team (contact
Patrick Siscoe,
siscoepatrick@gmail.com) or donating

here.

Psalm 65: the bounty of
earth, celebration of

grace
 

Pastor Linda completes the summer

with one more psalm on August 26.

Read the psalm aloud for your self on

Central's website, then consider the

reflections by Grace and Angel and

Marti. Is gratitude essential to your

life? Add your words of thanksgiving

to the conversation.

Upcoming Preaching Texts

August 19
Psalm 23

August 26
Psalm 65

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, large black trash bags, men's belts,
cookware, small kitchen appliances, linens, and towels

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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