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Last Sunday four members of Central shared their stories of race:

Don McCord shared his experiences as a pastor of a refugee congregation in Germany,
his visits to concentration camps, and his experience of seeing the Holocaust through the
eyes of other Germans. He found that the citizens of Berlin were the strongest in not
wanting to be reminded of their history.

Sandra Gourdet shared her memories of growing up in Birmingham, one of the most
segregated cities in the US, in the 1960s. With 60% of the city white and 40% of the city
black there were neighborhoods that blacks could not enter unless they were employees of
the whites. She told of her family experiences of discrimination, the segregated schools,
the children’s movement where children were sprayed with fire hoses, and the fear caused

by the many bombings of people’s homes and the 16th St. Baptist church where four young
girls were killed. She also talked about the role of the church in spreading the word of what
was happening and in organizing people to respond.

Leon Riley shared his and Jan’s experiences of helping with the Selma to Montgomery
march for voting rights. He talked about his sense of call to go help in spite of his fear. On
the way to Montgomery he drove a truck full of porta-potties to the camping sites along the
way. Following Martin Luther King’s speech he was part of a human shield around him.
After the march he used the truck to drive marchers back to Selma and was stopped and
harassed several times by the police. At one point in the trip back, a man came running up
to the truck and exclaimed that Viola Liuzzo had been killed. She was another volunteer
from Detroit who Jan had gotten to know. It was later discovered that an FBI informant was
involved in her killing, but the FBI took no responsibility and instead tried to defame Viola’s
reputation.

Jennifer Riggs shared her experiences in Boston of starting a church day care in the
same room that the Black Panthers used for their breakfast program. While the Black
Panthers were being maligned in the press, her experience was of a group that was most
concerned in providing needed services and advocating (stridently and forcefully) for the
rights of the community. The lesson she took from that experience was not to believe
totally in what is presented in the press but to enter into personal relationships with people
to better understand them.

If you missed the opportunity to hear these stories, please feel free to ask these four to
share part of their stories with you. We were also able to video record parts of the stories
and hope to have edited versions that can be shared in the future.

(Editor's note: these stories were amazing! Join us this Sunday following worship to hear
more Stories of Race. See below for more information.)

A Note from Linda

Dear friends,
 
LOTS. SO. VERY. MUCH. EXTREMELY.

These are some words I hear frequently coming out of my and other people's mouths...

   "There's so much going on."

   "There's lots of activity at the church."

   "Our people are very busy."

   "Kids are so scheduled these days."

   "Our country is extremely divided."

   "There's so much work to be done."

Between jobs and families and elections and the many challenges that come into all of our

lives, there seems to be a level of agitation in and around me that threatens our physical

and spiritual well-being.

I write this note to remind you, and myself, to claim some space in our lives for some other

words. Are you ready? How about..

   REST...(ok, take a deep breath)

   DELIGHT...(take another breath)

   BEAUTY...(do it again)

   PEACE...(and again)

   PLAY...(one more time)

For me, these are all forms of prayer, as they are ways of being in communion with God. In

my life right now, I seek that communion by walking the dog, taking in the changing colors

of the trees, really smelling the coffee, listening to music, sitting for a few minutes here

and there in silence. Your ways will be different and just as good.

There is so much going on, and there is so much work to be done. You are amazing

workers and you care deeply about the people around you and beyond. Keep up that good

work, and know that some level of agitation is necessary for change to happen. But

please, nurture your spirits along the way.

Hope to see you on Sunday.

Blessings,

Linda

This and That

Join us this Sunday after worship in the basement Community Room to hear stories of

race from the following persons:

Don McCord                       Mississippi Freedom Summer

Jim Keown                         Integration in the Army

Jon Barnes                         White Privilege in South Africa

Donna Prince                     Fluidity of Racial Identity

Lunch will be available. Please take your food to the tables closest to the food pantry.

We’d like to welcome visitors to Central’s November Art Show by serving homemade

cookies. If you can help please bring homemade cookies to Central by October 30 and put

them in the freezer in the sacristy marked for the November Art Show.

Events This Weekend
 

Saturday, October 27

Food Pantry at 10am.

Sunday, October 28

 Bible Study in the conference
room at 9am.
Worship in the sanctuary at
10:30am. Worship & Wonder
and Young Disciples begin after
the children's moment.
Lunch in the community room
following worship.
Exploring Faith in room 205
following worship.
Stories of Race in the
community room at noon.

To see a full monthly printable

calendar of our meetings and

events, click here.

Winter is coming...and that means that
our neighbors experiencing
homelessness will have a greater need
for shelter. Following approval by
Central's board to serve as an overflow
site in Indianapolis' winter contingency
plan, we will host neighbors in our
gymnasium from 8:30pm to 5:30am
each night between December 31 and
March 15. Two staff members from
Wheeler Mission will be present each
night, and volunteers will be needed as
well. A training session for volunteers
will be held on Tuesday, December 11
at 5:30pm.

Support the Food Pantry!

During the first three Sundays in
November you can support the Food
Pantry in the following ways:

1.  November 4 – Donate a food or
food-related item by placing a
poster on the wall between the
sanctuary and fellowship hall. 
Sample of the information
needed on  the poster can be
found here.

2. November 4, 11, 18 – Buy one
of the donated items.

3. November 4, 11, 18 – Buy
handmade Christmas cards and
tags and All-Occasion cards.

4. November 4, 11, 18 – Bid in the
silent auction for a meal
prepared for up to six people by
Chef Luis Gierbolini. The
highest bidder will be announced
at the Thanksgiving Dinner on

the 18th.
5. November 11 (and 18 is items

are left) – Buy Thanksgiving
decorations made by Centrals
kids.

Central's Mobile Directory

If you are interested in using our new
online directory, it can be accessed
here. All users need to register for an
account using their email address
already on file. (The email is case
sensitive and should be entered all
lowercase.) If you have trouble
creating an account, contact the office
(office@indyccc.org) to verify we have
the correct information on file.

To access the directory go to My
Groups and choose
Membership/Active.

There will be an information session on
October 28 after worship for those who
would like help learning to navigate the
system.

CHOCOLATE!
CHOCOLATE!
CHOCOLATE!

The Equal Exchange cart is now re-
stocked with your favorite organic, fair
trade chocolate bars! We sell 7
varieties of chocolate bars ranging
from Milk Chocolate (43% cacao) to
Panama Extra Dark (89% cacao) –
something for every taste. Stop by the
cart in Fellowship Hall after worship
Sunday to buy chocolate coffee, and
tea.

We thank those who enriched our
worship services on Sunday,
10/21/2018:
Greeters: Aly, Jon and Kahya
Barnes
Acolytes: Ryan Kim and Tamia
Rivera
Worship Leader: Alex Holloway
Scripture Reader: Omaree
Gierbolini
Worship & Wonder: Mindy Hamm
and Robbie Schmidt
Young Disciples: Bill and Kimberly
Stoddard
Nursery Workers: Elaine Brunner
and Scott Nickel
Fellowship Hosts: Kim Watkins
Offering Counters: Elaine Brunner
and Karen Sanford
Audio Technician: Bill Lambert

Thank you also to those who helped
in the office this week: Mary
Schilling

Upcoming Preaching Texts

October 28
Mark 10:46-52

November 4
Mark 12:28-34

Thank you all for your cards and

prayers leading up to my surgery and

after. I am home and on the road to

recovery. Anne and I feel the love and

support of our church family and we

are most grateful!

- Deah Modlin

Captain's Log

This is the report of the latest
adventure of the Central Ark. Our
continuing mission is To Make a
World of Difference.

Last Saturday was fantastic,
participation was great, and 
accomplishments were unbelievable;
as you see on the board outside of the
Sanctuary. The enthusiasm, energy,
and drive to finish each project made
Keepers a huge success. Also I think
fun was had by all. Crew members
ranged in age from 5 to 87 and
everybody found valuable projects to
complete.

We had an encounter with an outside
neighbor who wandered in to wash up
and get something to eat but had no
intention of working. Crew member 1st
class, 5-year old Emily, welcomed him,
befriended him and had him working
with us in no time; it  was something
special to witness.

Special thanks to Keith Watkins,
Steve Martz, Donna Prince, Emily
Foreman,Terry Bradbury, Meghann
Bradbury, Carolyn Bradbury, Dan
Moseley, Mindy Hamm, Pastor Luis,
Jerry Nickel, Stan Worth, Bruce
Nugent, and Neighbor D.

It was a very rewarding day and every
single person's contribution was
invaluable; and as Ark Keeper I'm not
exaggerating. It's always great to
volunteer but best if you enjoy it. We
got a galaxy's worth of work done and
had as much fun as playing with a
million Tribbles. Hope you can join us
on our next mission of the Central Ark.

Ark Keeper Doug Fox, signing off

Pizza with the Pastors

If you are new at Central, please join

pastors Linda McCrae and Luis

Gierbolini following worship next

Sunday, November 4.

This monthly event is an opportunity

for informal conversation with the

pastor and with others who are new to

the congregation.

Meet in the parlor (off the main

hallway) about 15 minutes after the

service.

Merry Christmas!
Ok, so it's a bit early on the greeting.
But, the Thrift Store will be having its
Christmas Open House on November
19 to kick off our holiday sale. While
you’re going through your Christmas
decorations to see what you no longer
need (we all do that in October, don’t
we?!), set aside the castoffs and bring
them to church. We sell all things
Christmas—trees, ornaments, candles,
books, wreaths, sweaters, nativity
scenes, stuffed Santas, angels, lights,
place mats, tinsel, napkins, garland,
toys, tins, bells—even partridges in
pear trees! We already have quite a
stash of holiday items, but we can
always use more. So, what are you
waiting for? Start sorting!

Law, Love, Faith and
Voting Belong Together

On All Saints Sunday, November 4,

2018, we are encouraged (or

challenged) by Jesus' teaching on Law

and Love in Mark 12:28-34. Grace,

Dick and Linda have taken the time to

reflect deeply on the text and share

some insights that may help us all

hear this (probably) familiar text in

fresh ways. You may find the text and

their reflections on Central's website.

Prepare to hear Pastor Linda's sermon

on November 4; prepare to vote early

or on November 6. Add your voice to

the conversation. Let your vote be

informed by your faith.

Central Christian Church will present a
classical chamber music recital on
Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 2pm. 
Violinist Joana Genova, cellist Austin
Huntington and pianist R. Kent Cook
will be performing romantic era piano
trios by Claude Debussy and Antonin
Dvorâk. Concert admission is free, but
donations will be accepted. In addition
to supporting the concert series at
CCC, proceeds will go towards the
Humane Society of Indianapolis.
Indyhumane provides vital services to
animals and people alike through
sheltering and adopting animals,
providing positive reinforcement
behavior training for animals through
our behavior programs, and outreach
through our community and shelter
programs.

Birthdays and Anniversaries*

October 27
Bill Ball

Marvin Williams
October 28

Chuck Brandenburg
Ruth Beery

Greg and Susan Nickel*
October 30

Jim and Robbie Lopez-Shue*
October 31

Penny Johnson
November 1
Mary Harris
Matt Long

Work has begun to update the website.
Familiar sections like the weekly
sermon and the sermon text
conversations can now be found under
Worship.

Thrift Store needs: Kitchen size trash bags, large black trash bags, men's belts,
cookware, small kitchen appliances, linens, and towels

Free Clothing needs: Men's and women's jeans, belts, bras, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, backpacks, light weight jackets, raincoats, and hats

                CHECK US OUT ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

• Our General Facebook Page - https://www.facebook.com/indyccc/
• Our Facebook Family Page - https://www.facebook.com/CentralIndyFamilies

• Our Church Website - http://www.indyccc.org
• Our Facebook Justice Network - Central Justice Network
• Our Twitter Account - https://twitter.com/@indyccc46204
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